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Disabled people raise demands


National Alliance of Disabled people's organizations
organized a national congregation of the disabled persons at
Paltan Maidan in the city on Monday. NN photo



Staff Reporter



With the slogan of 'Disabled People in development of Bangladesh,' a national congregation was held at the historic Paltan Maidan on Monday.

Thousands of people including children and women with disabilities raised their voice in the programme to ensure their rights and access at all levels of the society.

National Alliance of Disabled People's Organisations (NADPO) organised the programme aiming to increase the self-confidence and enhance the leadership of people with disabilities (PWDs).

Five disabled children hailing from different parts of the country inaugurated the programme where disabled people who are representatives of different organisations spoke on various issues including the rights of disabled children.

In the programme, President of NADPO Abdus Sattar Dulal made a charter of seven-point declaration to promote the right and access of PWDs in all levels of the societies.

Of the declarations, to reserve seats for PWDs in each elected body including National Parliament at least 15 seats, one per cent of national budget for strengthening the disabled people's organisations, all political parties should have clear agenda in their manifestoes regarding PWDs issues and establishment of Ministry for PWDs to coordinate the government works concerning PWDs are the mentionable one.

Disabled people apprehended that the number of disabled people is increasing in the country day by day due to natural disasters, aging and other causes. So, awareness about disability issues is must.

They said, about 10 per cent of world people are disabled.

They opined that women with disabilities situation were so deplorable in the society as they were ignored and discriminated in the society even in their families.

They said the Disability Welfare Act was enacted in the country in 2001 and the Government approved a national policy and action plan but most of them were not implemented. 

NADPO General Secretary Jahangir Alam made welcome speech while Vice President of the organisation gave vote of thanks in the programme.
Link: http://65.254.49.85/~livetv/livenews.com.bd/
 (Daily Star)

Call to involve persons with disabilities in dev process




National Alliance of Disabled People's Organisations President Abdus Sattar Dulal inaugrates the National Council of People with Disabilities-2010 by releasing balloons at the Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday.Photo: STARStaff Correspondent
Persons with disabilities yesterday called on the government to fully implement the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to establish their rights and social dignity. 

They also urged the government to integrate the physically challenged people into mainstream society by involving them in the country's development process.

They made the call at the National Council of People with Disabilities-2010 organised by the National Alliance of Disabled People's Organisations (NADPO), a national network of 91 organisations, at the Paltan Maidan in the city.

NADPO President Abdus Sattar Dulal presided over the council while its Secretary General Jahangir Alam, coordinator Shirin Akhter, executive member Anwar Hossain Hajari and representatives from different districts addressed the council. 

They said it is not possible to achieve the desired development of the country without ensuring equal rights of the people with disabilities and that they must be involved in the decision-making process.

Shirin Akhter said the physically challenged people are always subjected to negligence and discrimination. They are deprived of fundamental rights. 

She also demanded that the persons with disabilities have access to national and local politics so that they can raise their voice to ensure their rights.

NADPO President Abdus Sattar said the government has failed to ensure installation of ramps in public and private buildings for the physically challenged people. 

The persons with disabilities also placed several demands, including 15 reserved seats in parliament for them, representation of disabled people in all political parties and inclusion of NADPO in all development activities of the government.

Several hundred people with disabilities from across the country joined the council.

Link: http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=132172
http://edailystar.com/index.php?opt=view&page=5&date=2010-03-30
(Daily Independent)

Disabled people’s nat’l congregation held [image: image2.jpg]


STAFF REPORTER 
Disabled people's national congregation organished by National Alliance of Disabled Organisations (NADPO) was held yesterday at Paltan Maidan in the city.
This year the theme of this national congregation was " Disabled people in development of Bangladesh." 
Abdus Sattar Dulal, president of NADPO, inaugurated the programme and presented a total of 7 demands in favour of physically challenged people to ensure empowerment of the persons with disabilities.
On the occasion, more than one hundred thousands of disabled people from 64 districts, representatives of political parties, civil society, NGOs, development and human rights activists, teachers and students, writers and journalists were present.
The programme witnessed the active participation of all types of disabled people including thousands of children and women with disabilities.
Leaders from grassroots and national level of different districts delivered their speech. 
The 7-point demands mainly include those issues of UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities (UNCRPD) which should be adopted by national parliament to ensure empowerment of persons with disabilities adopted by the government of Bangladesh in order to achieve the Millennium development goals and at least 1 per cent of national budget should allocated to strengthen the disabled people's organisation. to
ensure the representation of 10 per cent disabled citizens by reserving seats at all levels of local government system of the country including at least 15 seats in the national parliament.
A coordination ministry concerning disability, rules and regulations of taking registration of DPOs along with adopting foreign donation, inserting provision for creation of a post regarding disability affairs, NADPO should be included to work with government, donor agencies along with related authorities.   

Link: http://www.theindependent-bd.com/details.php?nid=167741
(Daily New Age)

RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
Govt urged to implement UN convention 
Staff Correspondent 
	




Several thousand people with disabilities at a congregation called upon the government to adopt the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Jatiya Sangsad.
   It is important to implement the convention and other government initiatives in this regard in order to ensure equal rights and dignity for more than 1.5 million of people with disabilities in the country, the rally was told.
   The National Alliance of Disabled People’s Organisations, a national network of 91 organisations working for people with disabilities, organised the second Disabled People’s National Congregation 2010 at Paltan Maidan in Dhaka with the theme ‘disabled people in the development of Bangladesh.’
   The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 13, 2006.
   Bangladesh signed the convention as the 91st signatory country May 9, 2007 and ratified it as the 8th country on November 30, 2007.
   Presided over by the organisation’s president, Abdus Sattar Dulal, the rally was addressed, among others, by its secretary general Jahangir Alam, coordinator Shirin Akhter, executive member Anwar Hossain Hazari and representatives from different districts.
   They urged the government to create chances for the people with disabilities to enter the mainstream of life and contribute to the country’s development process.
   According to the fourth national census carried out in 2001, the number of people with disabilities was about 1.5 million. Unofficial estimates, however, put the number at double the official figure.
   The country cannot achieve progress without ensuring equal and appropriate opportunities for the people with disabilities and by keeping them out of the decision-making process, the organisation leaders said.
   Dwelling on the manifold difficulties the people with disability are facing, Jahangir Alam said that the government had failed to monitor installation of ramps in public and private buildings, especially in multi-storey blocks of flats or shopping malls, and others directives given for their welfare.
   The Dhaka Metropolitan Building Construction Rules 2008 stipulates that buildings should be designed in such a manner so that people with all physical conditions could use them.
   ‘The rules, which give a detailed description of universal accessibility, however, are not strictly in force,’ he said.
   Hossain Mintu, a representative from Chandpur, said the right to movement of people with disabilities continued to be ignored as the government was yet to put in place facilities for their movement and monitor installation of such devices in private places.
   ‘The government should ensure the right to movement of wheelchair users as most of the public buildings do not have ramps,’ he said.
   Shirin Akhter called for making room for people with disabilities in national and local politics as they were always subjected to negligence and discrimination.
   ‘At least five seats should be reserved for women with disabilities in the parliament,’ she said.
   About welfare of the disabled, the Awami League’s 2008 election manifesto said, ‘The Disabled Welfare Act passed by the Awami League in 2000 will be updated and implemented.’
   ‘Special steps will be taken to facilitate education, employment and movement of the people with disabilities and to enhance their social dignity,’ it said.
   Jahangir Alam told New Age the government was yet to implement its election pledges to ensure the rights of people with disabilities.
   The congregation put forth a seven-point demand, including establishment of a separate ministry for the people with disabilities. 
Link: http://www.newagebd.com/2010/mar/30/front.html
(News Today)

''Disabled can contribute to making digital Bangladesh'' 


Speakers at a rally for the disabled on Monday said if the people with disabilities are given due opportunities, they could contribute largely towards making a digital Bangladesh, reports BSS. 
There are now 1.5 crore people with disabilities in the country, they said and put emphasis on mainstreaming them to make a country free from poverty and hunger.
National Alliance of Disabled People''s Organizations (NADPO), organized the rally at Paltan Maidan in the city.
A large number of people with disabilities from all 64 districts, politicians, civil society representatives, media people, development and rights activists joined the rally.
NADPO secretary general Jahangir Alam, executive member Idris Ali and coordinator Shirin Akhter were also present, among others.
The rally put forward a seven-point proposal for the welfare of the disabled including implementation of UN convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities, participation of 15 disabled in the parliament and appointment of ministers from the disabled.

Link: http://www.newstoday-bd.com/metropolis.asp?newsdate=#9177
