BANGKOK SABAI WALK project

An Urban Design Competition to Improve the Pedestrian Environment underneath the Siam BTS Station
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OVERVIEW

Bangkok is a large and vibrant city filled with a myriad of urban activities. With this vibrancy come the typical growing pains of a fast evolving metropolis. It is very evident now that we have traded city livability with urban growth and development. With the invasion of cars, our streets are no longer walkable for people, with sidewalks disappearing completely on many streets. Only a few decades ago trees and canals have given way to more and more vehicular lanes. A network of expressways, while improving mobility for drivers, have gashed through once vibrant neighborhoods. Today, the typical problems of urban livability for every Bangkokian include; noise and air pollution, congestion of every sort, a lack of sidewalks for pedestrians, a lack of pride and respect for invaluable public spaces, dwindling green areas, just to name a few.  

The Bangkok Sabai Walk Urban Design Competition challenges the Thai design community to re-think the current urban environment under the BTS Stations and create a prototype worthy of today’s Bangkok Metropolitan Area. 
We invite teams of architects, landscape architects, urban designers, engineers, artists, creative thinkers and students from all related fields to compete. Multi-disciplinary teams are strongly encouraged as we believe that successful and more inclusive urban design proposals are usually a product of the cross-pollination of a number of disciplines.  Competitors will generate innovative, compelling and environmentally friendly proposals that thoroughly re-imagine the spaces underneath the Siam BTS Station, with the aim of improving the pedestrian experience.
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DESIGN CHALLENGE

Bangkok Sabai Walk Urban Design Competition challenges designers to conceptualize a cutting-edge solution to the environment under the Siam BTS Station to improve the pedestrian experience– and make Bangkok more attractive for generations to come.

We’re seeking fresh, new ideas that are sustainable, universally accessible to all, economical, meet or exceed current safety requirements and City regulations, improve technical and environmental performance. A successful proposal should create a better environment for the people who live, work and visit the city of Bangkok.
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COMPETITION STRUCTURE & AWARDS
Bangkok Sabai Walk is a two-stage design competition:
Stage I:

· Competitors will submit their conceptual designs.
· The Bangkok Sabai Walk Jury will select up to three outstanding designs and may choose to award honorable mentions.

· Bangkok Sabai Walk will provide a Bht. 50,000 stipend to support the three finalists in their participation in Stage II.
Stage II:

· Our Technical Advisory Group of leading urban design, sustainability, engineering and universal accessibility experts will assist all 3 finalist teams during their design development process.
· With the assistant of our Technical Advisory Group, the Bangkok Sabai Walk Jury will select first, second and third-place winners.
· The first-place winner will receive a Bht. 100,000 award and may participate in the promotion and implementation of the competition’s results.

· The second-place winner will receive a Bht. 50,000 award.
· The third-place winner will receive a Bht. 20,000 award.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

The winning Bangkok Sabai Walk design will meet or exceed numerous criteria, including safety, sustainability and viability. Bangkok Sabai Walk designs must comply with all applicable BMA laws. In addition, the winning design will be a clear, inventive and compelling urban improvement strategy that satisfies the needs outlined below for a contemporary street design.

OVERALL DESIGN EXCELLENCE

The winning Bangkok Sabai Walk design will:
· Improve the urban landscape underneath the BTS Station in a positive and sustainable way;
· Improve pedestrian experience in general, making it is easier, safe and inspiring for all users;
· Improve pedestrian traffic by increasing mobility and safety through the re-organization of the different users on the sidewalk;
· Reduce noise pollution and improve the air quality of the sidewalk areas;

· Improve the overall visual experience while addressing the various streetscapes and adjacent uses – from retail, commercial to transportation;

· Improve and guide pedestrian traffic, while reorganizing vehicular traffic;

· Enable easy access to entrances to the BTS, shops and other businesses;

· Provide elegant, energy efficient sidewalk lighting.

SAFETY

The winning Bangkok Sabai Walk design must meet multiple safety needs. This includes:
· A proposal that ensures universal access for all types of pedestrian;
· A design that protects law-abiding pedestrians from dangers from vehicular traffic such as cars, motorbikes and buses;
· Adequate and appropriate illumination for different uses and different light conditions throughout the day;

· Street furniture design should be weather-proof, through extreme wind and rain; and
· All street components must be impact-resistant, vandalism-resistant and easy to maintain.
SUSTAINABLITY

The winning Bangkok Sabai Walk scheme must support Bangkok’s goal of becoming a more sustainable city. This includes:
· A proposal that is sustainable on all fronts including the utilization of green materials;

· Minimizing energy usage;

· Maximizing daylight;
· Reduce noise pollution;
· Improve air quality; and

· Incorporating proper rainwater drainage.

CONSTRUCTABILITY

The design for the Bangkok Sabai Walk’s form and function are equally important; a beautiful but impractical design will not serve Bangkok’s needs. The winning design must be:

· Economical;

· Viable in terms of construction, management and maintenance; and

· Adaptable to multiple BTS stations.
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COMPETITION SITE

The area of intervention is the entire public space on both sides of the street directly underneath the Siam BTS Station -spanning an entire city block from Phaya Thai to Henri Dunant Roads. 
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TIMELINE

The following is the schedule for the 2010 Bangkok Sabai Walk Urban Improvement Competition;
Registration Ends: 


14 June
Deadline for Questions: 

12 July* 
Stage I Entries Due: 


13 August
Stage I Finalists Announced: 

17 September

Stage II Entries Due: 


30 November
Winner Announced: 


24 December
*(Please direct your questions to: bkksabaiwalk@gmail.com)
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS (STAGE I)
All applicants are to submit a single CD containing two files and a folder. The two files consist of a PowerPoint and a word document in PDF format. A separate folder contains four A1 presentation boards. 
For PowerPoint file (PPT file)

- Maximum number of slides is 20.

- Your registration number presides on the lower left corner of each slide. Under no circumstance shall your name appear on any part of the slide presentation.

- Your file must be named following this convention: BKK_Sabai_your registration number.ppt. For example, BKK_Sabai_009.ppt
For description (PDF file)

- A separate document, 200-word description, saved as a PDF file must accommodate the PowerPoint file. This description must be a synopsis that covers everything from intention, philosophy and vision to implementation methods.
- Your file must be named following this convention: BKK_Sabai_your registration number.pdf. For example, BKK_Sabai_009.pdf.
For presentation boards (JPEG file)
- Four A1 boards with portrait orientation saved in JPEG format each at 300 dpi resolution.

- Organization of boards is as follows; 
· The first board describes concepts and interventions at an urban level.
· The second and third boards show interventions at an architecture level. 
· The fourth board covers details of the construction methods and the proposed mechanical system.
- Be sure to include your registration number on the lower left corner of each board.

- Your file must be named following this convention: BKK_Sabai_your registration number_board number.jpeg. For example, BKK_Sabai_009_01.jpeg.
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PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS (STAGE II)
(Details to be added soon)
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REGISTRATION & SUBMISSION

Registration
Each team should not have more than 10 participants. The registration form can be down loaded at http://seasonbangkok.ning.com/profiles/blogs/4362999:BlogPost:16347. Completed registration forms should be sent to bkksabaiwalk@gmail.com.
A copy of each team member’s identity card or passport should be included in the email.

Once your registration material is processed you will receive an email response with your unique registration number. 
Where to Submit Design Proposals

Please send your final design proposals to the Bangkok Art and Culture Center (BACC) by 17.00 hours on 13, August 2010.  Submissions can be delivered by hand or by mail to;

Bangkok Sabai Walk Urban Design Competition

Bangkok Art and Culture Center

6th Floor, 939 Rama I Road,

Bangkok 10330
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JURY
The jury panel will be composed of representative from the following professional, governmental and citizen groups;

Representative from the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)

Representative from the Thailand Creative and design Center (TCDC)
Representative from the Disabled People International

Representative from the Association of Siamese Architects (ASA)

Representative from the Property Management Office, Chulalongkorn University
Representative from the Bangkok Art and Culture Center (BACC)

Representative from the Thai Urban Design Association (TUDA)

Representative from the Thai Association of Landscape Architects (TALA)

Representative from the Bangkok Sabai Walk Collaborative

Representative from the Art4D Magazine

Representative from the private sector

An internationally recognized architect or urban designer

Representative from the National Science and Development Agency
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY TEAM

A technical advisory team will be formed to assist and advise the competition process in its final stage.  Experts from the following disciplines will form the advisory team;

Sustainable Management and Development

Urban Planning and/or Urban Design

Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing Engineer
Structural and Civil Engineer

Universal Accessibility
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PARTNERS
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)

Chulalongkorn University

Disabled People International 
Thailand Creative and Design Center (TCDC)
Bangkok Art and Culture Center (BACC) 
Association of Siamese Architects (ASA) 
Bangkok Sabai Walk Collaborative

Art4d Magazine
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RULES & SUPPORTING MATERIALS
Rules
The Bangkok Sabai Walk Jury will only award the teams whose names are listed in as registrants.

Please read all submission requirements carefully. Submissions not meeting these requirements will be rejected.
Competitors in Stages I or II shall not communicate, in any manner whatsoever, with a member of the Jury regarding this competition prior to the public announcement of Stage II. Likewise, no member of the Jury shall communicate to a competitor any matter relating to the competition prior to the public announcement of the results of Stage II. Upon evidence of any infraction of the competition conditions, the competition advisor shall inform the competitor or juror, in writing, of disqualification.
Current employees of the following organizations and groups which are represented in the Jury panel, are not eligible to enter this competition, namely; 

· Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA);

· Association of Siamese Architects (ASA); 
· Disabled People International 
· Property Management Office, Chulalongkorn University 
· Bangkok Art and Culture Center (BACC) 
· Thai Urban Designers Association (TUDA) 
· Thailand Creative and Design Center (TCDC)
· Thai Association of Landscape Architects (TALA)

· Bangkok Sabai Walk Collaborative

· Art4d Magazine

· National Science and Development Agency
Additionally, no partner, associate, or employer/employee of a Jury member may participate.  Additionally, no member of the Jury shall be eligible to compete in the competition, assist a competitor, or act in any other capacity whatsoever to advise or aid a competitor in the development or presentation of his or her submission.

Note: The Bangkok Sabai Walk Urban Design Competition partners are under no obligation to implement or build any designs resulting from this competition. 

Eligibility

Bangkok Sabai Walk Urban Design Competition is an open competition to encourage Thailand-based architects, urban designers, landscape architects, engineers and related fields, and students to enter. We encourage multi-disciplinary teams and an integrated design approach, though individuals may enter. 

In Stage II, all finalists must have one team member who is a licensed, practicing architect or engineer. If a team of students reaches Stage II, the team must then include an advisor who is a licensed, practicing architect or engineer.

Supporting Materials at our website and blog
Chula Urban’s proposals for Siam Square
Coming soon 

- pdf version of ASA booklet: UNIVERSAL DESIGN CODE OF PRACTICE
- GIS information
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Coming soon
