Aloha,  

  Planning for the 2010 Pacific Rim International Conference on Disabilities is underway.  The Conference will be held on Monday and Tuesday, April 12 and 13, 2010 at the Convention Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Below are four topic areas with which I’m directly involved.  Many other topic areas are at:  www.pacrim.hawaii.edu
Proposal abstracts are due no later than Friday, Dec. 18, 2009
Disability Studies and Disability Culture

Global Approaches to Disability Studies and Disability Culture

Disability Studies and Disability Culture approaches disability within contextualized social and cultural phenomena in which localized and global interpretations include socio-cultural, historical, political and rights-based perspectives.

Where is disability studies at the present, how is it evolving and what will it look like in the immediate and distant future?

We welcome proposals in any area of Disability Studies and Disability Culture, including:

· Current developments and national and global approaches in Disability Studies programs

· Historical and contemporary perspectives about Disability Studies

· Present and future impacts of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on Disability Studies and Disability Culture

· The role of the Internet and technology—including social networking, distance learning and online research tools—on Disability Studies research and dissemination

· The intersections, including integration and collaboration, between Disability Studies and Universal Design for Learning principles

· The ways in which Disability Culture has informed Disability Studies

We welcome submissions all presentation formats. Please read the criteria for each format. You may submit proposals online (http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/submissions/) or send your proposals via email to prcall@hawaii.edu.

For more information, contact: Megan Conway, mconway@hawaii.edu, 808-956-6166; Steve Brown, sebrown@hawaii.edu, 808-956-0996; Norma Jean Stodden, nstodden@hawaii.edu, 808-956-4454; or Kelly Roberts, robertsk@hawaii.edu. For general questions about the Call for Proposals or the Conference 2010, please contact Charmaine Crockett at cccrocke@hawaii.edu.

Independent Living

Multicultural and Multiregional Approaches

“The true meaning of independence is that it is a concept and value which applies to every living human being. If people with disabilities, in our own quest for equality, convey this message into meaningful political, social, economic, and cultural action then we will have the immense pleasure of positively impacting every phase of human activity.”

—Steven E. Brown, “Independent Living: Theory and Practice” (1994)

Living with a disability is a fact of life that almost everyone in every society, culture and location will experience, either personally, or through family or friends. This year, this topic area will focus on the meaning and practice of independent living in an increasingly diverse world. We encourage international submissions addressing your culture, cultural settings and/or country specific or regional contexts, including the Pacific models of independent living. We would like to hear about:

· Multicultural approaches to independent living

· Pacific Islander experiences of independent living

· 21st century visions of living independently

· Action plans for making independent living a reality

· Cross cultural comparisons of independent living and disability experiences

· Present and potential impacts of the on independent living

· How can the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities be used to advance independent living

· Barriers, including civil rights, employment or education, to achieving independent living

· Critical areas of concern and potential solutions in the independent living movement within cultural and global contexts

We encourage imaginative approaches to these and other issues you may want to suggest for this topic area.

We welcome submissions in all presentation formats. Please read the criteria for each format. You may submit proposals online (http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/submissions/) or send your proposals via email to prcall@hawaii.edu.

For questions or more information, please contact the topic leaders: Steve Brown, sebrown@hawaii.edu, 808-956-0996; Lillian Gonzales Brown, eccentriclil@gmail.com; Lydia Igitol, clicnmi2005@yahoo.com; and Yevgeniy Tetyukhin, yevgenitet@hotmail.com. For general questions on the Call for Proposals or the Conference 2010, please contact Charmaine Crockett at cccrocke@hawaii.edu.

Youth Advocacy

Youth Leadership and Empowerment

“Nothing About Us, Without Us.” These words echo through the mouths of many a disability rights advocate. As the first wave of disability advocates makes various transitions, young people have an opportunity to continue the dialogue for equality and justice and formulate an action plan. The Pacific Rim International Conference on Disabilities Youth Leadership and Empowerment topic area is seeking proposals written and targeted for young people.

We look forward to your proposals in the following areas:

· Youth leadership models: Experiences, successes, and best practices

· Non-profit sector: Youth-driven programming, organizational capacity building, fundraising and development

· Support systems: Best practices in mentoring and peer support

· Cultural and international perspectives on youth leadership and empowerment

· Youth action plans: Strategies for economic justice, political and social inclusion, meaningful employment opportunities, and access to a quality education

We encourage creative contributions that steer away from the traditional paper presentations, as the target age range for this strand is age 13-30. Consider dialogues, conversations, and workshops that direct youth in a process, bringing forth issues in your community to begin an international dialogue and networking experience that can only be found at the Pacific Rim International Conference on Disabilities.

We welcome submissions in all presentation formats. Please read the criteria for each format. You may submit proposals online (http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/submissions/) or send your proposals via email to prcall@hawaii.edu.

For questions or more information, please contact the topic leaders: Nathan Say, nesay@hawaii.edu 808-957-3041; and Steven Brown, sebrown@hawaii.edu, 808-956-0996. For general questions on the Call for Proposals or the 2010 Conference, contact Charmaine Crockett at cccrocke@hawaii.edu or 808-956-7539.

Disability Rights

Dual focus on Children’s Rights and Poverty Alleviation

Implicit in many of the topic areas this year is the question, “How do we ensure the well-being of our children and young people?” The healthy development of children is crucial to the future well-being of any society, and yet worldwide, children with disabilities encounter numerous external challenges which hinder their ability to be full participants. Many of these challenges are clear violations of basic human rights, which have been clearly defined in a number of UN conventions.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol came into force on May 3, 2008. They aim to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy full human rights on an equal basis. The CRPD gives specific attention to the rights of the child. Meanwhile, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is now celebrating 20 years and has been ratified by 193 nation-states. As in other prominent UN human rights conventions, the UNCRC reflects our collective ethical and moral impulses and our commitment to provide the world’s children with disabilities with the life each human being deserves.

The Disability Rights topic team is putting the spotlight on children with disabilities, engaging participants in deliberating as to how we might promote a child’s well being through rights-based approaches.

We are seeking proposals which address the following:

· How the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities can be used to advance the rights of the child with disabilities

· Proposals as to how State Parties can, or could, take measures to ensure the “full enjoyment by children with disabilities of human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children”

· Rights-based approaches in ensuring early prevention, quality care, early intervention and inclusive primary education of children with disabilities

· Rights-based approaches in meeting the needs of poor and minority children with disabilities and children who are at risk of debilitating diseases

· Best practices for operationalizing international human rights norms and standards into equitable policy and advocacy initiatives for children with disabilities

· Best case examples of advocacy, campaigns, policies, and initiatives in protecting children with disabilities during war and the protecting children before and during war so that a war-related disability is not acquired

We are also seeking proposals in the following areas:

· Presentations that address poverty reduction strategies, policies and best practices in international, national, regional and community settings

· Human rights perspectives on how poverty and disability reinforce each other to perpetuate systematic inequalities

· Advocacy campaigns and strategies towards implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· Presentations which utilize rights based approaches in securing the economic, social, cultural, and political well being of persons with disabilities.

We welcome submissions in all presentation formats. Please read the criteria for each format. You may submit proposals online (http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/submissions/) or send your proposals via email to prcall@hawaii.edu.

For questions or more information, please contact the topic leaders: Robert Stodden, stodden@hawaii.edu; Charmaine Crockett, cccrocke@hawaii.edu; Steve Brown, sebrown@hawaii.edu. For general questions about the Call for Proposals or the Conference 2010, please contact Charmaine Crockett at cccrocke@hawaii.edu.

Some sobering facts

· According to UNICEF, 30 per cent of street youths are disabled

· Mortality for children with disabilities may be as high as 80 per cent in countries where under-five mortality as a whole has decreased below 20 per cent, says the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development, adding that in some cases it seems as if children are being “weeded out”

· Ninety per cent of children with disabilities in developing countries do not attend school, says UNESCO

· Research indicates that violence against children with disabilities occurs at annual rates at least 1.7 times greater than for their non-disabled peers

· For every child killed in warfare, three are injured and permanently disabled

Women and girls with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to abuse—A small 2004 survey in Orissa, India, found that virtually all of the women and girls with disabilities were beaten at home
