



The Phnom Penh Declaration 

We, the representatives of the disability community of the member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) from Kingdom of Cambodia, Republic of Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Republic of the Philippines, Republic of Singapore , Kingdom of Thailand, Socialist Republic of Vietnam participating in the Regional Conference on Raising Awareness of the ASEAN Disability Forum (ADF) - a platform of engagement for DPOs and multi-stakeholders to promote and implement the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities, from 28-31 March 2012, in Phnom Penh, organized by the Cambodian Disabled People’s Organisation and coordinated by Disabled Peoples’ International - Asia Pacific,
Appreciating the commitment of the Royal Government of Cambodia in particular the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation in ensuring the protection and the promotion of the rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Anticipating the establishment of the ASEAN Community in 2015 made up of the 3 pillars namely the Political-Security Community, the Economic Community and the Socio- Cultural Community

Recognizing the voice of the disability community within the ASEAN region in seeking/ensuring their self determination and full enjoyment of human rights and the meaningful participation in all political, social, economic, civil and cultural spheres

Highlighting the necessity of utilizing and integrating various mechanisms including the ASEAN Disability Forum as an instrument for mainstreaming disability perspectives within Southeast Asia

Reaffirming our commitment to the growth and expansion of the ASEAN Disability Forum as a platform for engagement of multi-stakeholders within the region

Welcoming the efforts of the ASEAN Heads of States in endorsing the Bali Declaration on the enhancement of the role and participation of Persons with Disabilities in the ASEAN community which encourages the initiative of establishing the ASEAN Disability Forum

Drawing attention to the proposed ASEAN Decade for Persons with Disabilities (2011-2020) (that was endorsed in the Bali Declaration) and which fosters the promotion of people-oriented mechanisms, respect and the joint effort of multi-stakeholders in the inclusion of persons with disabilities in all processes within ASEAN 

Recalling the provisions of both regional and international disability documents, namely the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF), Biwako Plus Five (BMF Plus Five), for Action towards an Inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific, Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including the Jakarta (December 2010) and Bangkok (September 2011) Declarations

Welcoming the endorsement of ASEAN’s Strategic Framework for 2011-2015 as a strategy to implement the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprint in which disability issues are recognized as a priority area 

Appreciating the ASEAN Secretariat’s role in coordinating projects and activities, as well as facilitating engagement with the various member states and country permanent representatives 

Encouraging multi-stakeholders from various sectors including civil society organizations, governments, business sectors, international organizations, donor agencies, academics, media, plural platforms, and other organizations with an interests in promoting the mainstreaming of disability perspectives in society

Acknowledging that disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the interaction between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others
However expressing concern that numerous Persons with Disabilities within the region are still largely marginalized and still subject to various discriminations due to the existence of obstacles and denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms

Emphasizing the imperative of the full participation and central role of Persons with Disabilities to achieve a dignified life and the rights of Persons with Disabilities by advocating inclusive policies

Do hereby agree to declare as follows:

1. To formally establish the Steering Committee of the ASEAN Disability Forum and take the necessary actions to become an accredited civil society organization of ASEAN henceforth.

2. That the ASEAN Disability Forum be utilized as a platform for knowledge sharing and evidenced based good practice on all disability issues within the region by all multi-stakeholders.

3. That the ASEAN Disability Forum should organize the first annual regional ASEAN Disability Forum Conference in 2012 in Cambodia, to coincide with Cambodia chairing the ASEAN Summit in November 2012.
4. To encourage joint multi-stakeholders participating in the Conference to widely promote, disseminate and raise awareness of the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF), the Biwako Plus Five (BMF Plus Five) for Action towards an Inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific, Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the World Report on Disability, Incheon Strategy to Make the Right Real and the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction
5. To urge all ASEAN member states to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol without reservation and facilitate its implementation.

6. To call upon all ASEAN Member States to formulate National Plans of Action on Anti-discrimination for Persons with Disabilities, including the allocation of implementing budgets, and that effective measures are undertaken to ensure the inclusion and active participation of Persons with Disabilities at all stages of planning, formulating, decision making, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and assessment of these plans.

7. To urge all ASEAN Member States to decisively formulate, facilitate and implement activities and projects for the proposed ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities, in consultation and with the active participation of Persons with Disabilities, to ensure the mainstreaming of disability perspectives.

8. To accelerate the mainstreaming of disability perspectives through facilitating access for Persons with Disabilities within the region to ASEAN human rights mechanisms namely: the ASEAN Inter-governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC).

9. To urge the ASEAN Member States through the Secretariat to steadfastly promote regional and international disability cooperation at all levels by facilitating and ensuring the central role of Persons with Disabilities in independent living, capacity building and all other forms of good practice.

10. To urge ASEAN member states to intensify their programs in gender and disability consciousness raising and eliminating the negative stigma of women and children with disabilities, to overcome the impact of multiple discrimination caused by the intersection of gender and disability
11. To encourage international institutions and international development agencies and other platforms, such as the Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) to play a large role in promoting and supporting the implementation of the activities, projects, programs and policies of the ASEAN Disability Forum
12. To ensure that the recommendations from the Phnom Penh Declaration of March 2012 are shared and disseminated during the ASEAN Civil Society Conference / ASEAN People’s Forum 2012 (ACSC/APF) in Phnom Penh held concurrently in order to reflect disability perspectives within the final ACSC/ APF outcomes documents to be submitted to the ASEAN Summit
We, DPOs in ASEAN, encourage Cambodia Disabled Peoples’ Organization (CDPO) and Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific (DPIAP) to organize the ASEAN Disability Forum (ADF) in November 2012 in parallel with the ASEAN Summit of ASEAN governments. 

