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In Asia and Pacific region, we Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) witnessed and experienced remarkable progress in this region.  Many Disabled Persons Organization (DPOs) were formed to protect the rights of PWDs and certain countries strengthened disability laws and policies and built more accessible environment around the region. However, the real situation is that we are all still facing many problems in this region. Many PWDs are still marginalized in society, because of the deprivation of fundamental civil rights and the lack of access to fundamental social services, especially in rural area. Also, we must recognize the situations of vulnerable populations with disabilities, including women, children, persons with intellectual/psychiatric disabilities and persons with chronic disease. 
The Asia and Pacific Disabled Persons Organization-United to join together organizations of PWDs is the important task for PWDs. The formation and strategies of AP DPO-United with the DPO’s mechanism will have a huge historical significance in disability rights movement. As commonly saying, 'Nothing about us without us' strongly emphasizes the active participation of PWDs themselves in the planning and implementation process to address disability issues. The real challenge we now face is how we must build AP DPO-United to be a strong, successful, and effective regional organization. In this regard, recognizing the rights of PWDs, the appropriate policies and mechanisms for their active participation have to be in place and effectively implemented.
