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1. Who are the disabled minority?
The disabled minorities are considered to be people with weaknesses and disabilities within our society.  For example, disabled women, little people, people with muscle dystrophy, people with mental disabilities, disabled victims through fire accidents, overseas disabled people (migrated disabled people), and amputees who are participating in the Disabled Minorities’ Group could be considered as disabled minorities.
2. What is the motive of the Disabled Minority Movement?
The disabled people who have been neglected and oppressed in our society made an effort to secure 1/3 of voting rights as a path to express their voices at the International Rehabilitation Council in 1980 but it wasn’t accomplished.  As a result, the DPI was established.  Such efforts were commenced in Korea since the ‘80s and it allowed the disabled peoples’ organizations to grow and strengthen through various disabled peoples’ movement in the midst of democratization.  However, it is true that the social influence of the disabled community have increased due to the growth of what is commonly known as 지농맹.  There are many areas of shortcomings in the growth of such disabled peoples’ organizations, but it has provided an opportunity for the disabled people to be considered for college and university acceptance as well as open recruitments for public workers.  It also provided an opportunity for the disabled peoples’ will to be concentrated on and accomplish the establishment of the disability discrimination act.  As a result, the independent living center was able to rapidly grow after the year 2000.  However, in the social movement, isn’t it true that the male members showed patriarchal attitudes and behaviors towards the female members within the organization when an advanced life-style needs to be practiced?  Powers and authorities have been formed by types of disabilities even within our disabled community, and it can be said that our community is taking on the form of vested rights and powers present in the society.  It can be considered that we have reached a point where we cannot avoid consider the adversary system that has crossed the adversary system.  A feminist scholar Gloria Steinem said, ‘Power is something that is able to make decisions and control one’s self, not something that is used for controlling others’.  In my opinion, ‘a society that recognizes that it’s not wrong, but different’ means a society where a foundation is established for the minorities and disabled people to make their own decisions and also control their selves

3. Disabled Minorities Group Establishment Process
The disabled minorities who do not have a practical representativeness of their personal problems as a disabled minority have been sharing their problems awareness since 2009. The Disabled Minorities Group Preparation Committee contemplated on the identity of the disabled minorities while preparing for the Korea-Japan disability forum, and also gave a presentation of our propositions.  During the seminar, we made efforts to draw out the independent and universal human aspects within our selves, despite the fact that we have disabilities, and we hoped to establish a new culture that can overcome the structural changes of our society.  On December 3rd of 2010, the Disabled Minorities Group was established with Association Little People of Korea, Korea Association of persons with Muscle Dystrophy, Association of fire accident victims Co., Ltd., and the Disabled Women’s Network.  The Overseas Disabled Peoples’ Association and the Korea Amputees’ Association joined the group later on.  Also, the Disabled Minorities Group hosted a press conference at the National Assembly with the Overseas Disabled Peoples’ Association as its focus in order to establish the Foreign Disabled Peoples’ Registration system in 2011. 

4. Why now for the Disabled Minorities Movement?
The Disabled Minorities Movement is necessary for the opinions of the disabled minorities to be reflected not only on a superficial level, but also to be considered and accomplished on a social level, and even within the disabled peoples’ community.  The Disabled Minorities Movement must take the path to prevent only the opinions and the voices of the powers and authorities from being heard and accomplished.  The term ‘disabled’ didn’t exist in the society of the middle ages.  They coexisted in the local community and contributed what they can to be provided with what they needed.  They weren’t considered a minority, but they were a part of the villagers.  All disabled people, not only the mentally disabled people, are not fond of the neoliberalism.  Of the things that are related to disabled people and minorities, there are culture, economical structures and social structures, and all of these factors are interrelated.  I would like to point out that our society requires UD, not only for cities and architecture, but also for policies, legislations, culture, and economical and social structures in this time and age.  This is the reason why the Disabled Minorities Movement is necessary now.   

