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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

On behalf of ESCAP, it is my pleasure to express heartfelt congratulations to you all on your successful conclusion of three important meetings this week.  

It is exciting for me to be with you all on this historic occasion.
The Asia-Pacific DPI Assembly has elected the leadership of DPI Asia-Pacific.  I extend my sincere congratulations to the freshly-elected Regional Councillors and Executives who will be the vanguard of forging the DPI AP way forward in the new Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022.
The meeting of the Asia Pacific Network of Independent Living has underscored a key message: achievement of independent living is critical for successful implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The birth of the Asia-Pacific DPOs United is a powerful indicator of aspirations for greater outreach to, as well as networking of, and solidarity with, persons with diverse disabilities in this vast region.  
Your deliberations and the outcomes of all three meetings highlight the vision for the next phase of our collective journey in the new Decade: respect, protect and fulfil the rights of persons with disabilities. 
I am gratified that your meeting outcomes resonate with the 10 goals of the draft “Incheon Strategy,” which is expected to be adopted by ministers of the Asian and Pacific region meeting next week. 
Indeed, the draft ministerial declaration and its annexure, the draft Incheon Strategy, emphasize the importance of respecting the dignity of persons with disabilities. Also emphasized is the right of persons with disabilities to make choices on an equal basis with others, and to pursue self-advocacy for enhancing disability-inclusive policies and programmes. 

Our continued partnership will be a vital asset for the meaningful implementation of the new Decade. 

And, beginning the new Decade with today’s re-affirmation of our partnership augurs well for its success. 

I thank you.
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