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Persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in Asia and the Pacific Region are at a critical juncture as we welcome the new Decade of Persons with Disabilities under the framework of the Incheon Strategy and of course, drawing on good lessons learned from its predecessor the Biwako Millennium Framework for Action which we are only too familiar with. I say critical because in my view, this coming new Decade is indeed the third such Decade in our region and what is our collective response and united action to really make a difference for us and about us moving forward? Further, may I dare say here that our response and action can become more effective and relevant if we are able to learn from our past where we can avoid the mistakes we did back then, and build on our success as well as positive achievements. We are all aware of our global motto of “Nothing About Us Without Us” and if we are not going to be strategically involved and actively participate in leading initiatives related to the new Decade, I am sorry to say that our situations at the end of this new Decade will not differ much from where we find ourselves in today. Therefore, I encourage each one of us to “Seize every opportunity to make a difference”.
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