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Respected Chairman, Honoroble guests, ladies and gentlemen. First of all I would lilke to thank DPIAP, APNIL, APDPO United, DPI Korea, UNESCAP, Korea government and many other organizations to organize such a wonderful and historical event in beautiful city Inchen, Korea. I also would like to thank you very much for inviting me as a gust in your country. I as well as my collegeus are representating here to celeberate and Welcoming new Asia and the Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities from Nepal. Today I'm very glad to be a part of this wonderful meeting. 
Now I want to enter into my subject matter with short information about my country.
Short glance to the country

Federal Democratic Republic　of Nepal is a sovereign country of south Asia, situated between the two big countries China in the North and India in the South, West and East. It has huge geographical and ethnic diversity. The area of Nepal is 147181 sq km and a population approximately 27 million. Nepal is a country of natural beauties and lively collection of the Human history in the world. Nepal is also known as the Land of Everest and the land of Buddha. 15 percent of the total land of the country is covered with snowcapped mountains in the northern part and altitude ranges up to8, 848 meters including 8 highest peaks in the world. 68 percent of the total land is covered by the hills and 17 percent is plain area. People of Nepal can be divided into two distinct groups, the Aryans and the Mongolians. There are many different ethnic groups living in different part of the country with their own unique, cultures, languages and religions. Nepal falls in the group of underdeveloped countries with low HDI and ranked as 157th out of 185. Nepal is suffering currently by poverty (with 24% people below poverty line), energy crisis and political instability. 

The situation of persons with disabilities in Nepal

In Nepal persons with disabilities are categorized as the marginalized community since they are deprived of the basic facilities, services and realization of human rights. Unequal treatment in family and society, poverty, physical, attitudinal and communication barriers are the key hindrances for them to enjoy rights equally. Nepal government has no any authentic statistics of persons with disabilities in Nepal but 10% to 15% of total population is claimed by disability rights NGOs. The government has made some laws and policies for disability sectors but very few out of these are seen implemented. The reasons behind is charitable thought, non-obligation reflected in the laws and policies, low priority to disability in poverty reduction strategy paper, MDG work plan, human rights and other development works.   
Persons with disabilities started raising voice against discrimination in an organized way since 1990 when the democracy was re-stored by people movement. Persons with disabilities started to establish Disabled Peoples Organizations (DPOs) by themselves and started activism. National umbrella organization of disabled people, National Federation of Disabled Nepal (NFDN) was formed in 1993 to lead the disability rights activism in national level. This movement supported to increase the visibility of persons with disabilities and provided various forums to understand and interact about their rights. Presently around 300 DPOs and many self-help groups have been working throughout the country. 

As the result of this movement the government revised the old and narrow definition and classification of disability, started providing disability ID card, amended civil service act and ensured 5% reservation to persons with disabilities in the government job, started allocating budget to disability issues through Ministry of Education, Ministry of Women Children and Social Welfare and Ministry of Local Development. In 2010 the legislative parliament of Nepal ratified UNCRPD and after this new achievement the community of person with disabilities have demand to change the existing laws and policies in line with UNCRPD.  
Independent Living movement in Nepal 
In 2005 the political situation of Nepal was not favourable to work in right based movement. The whole nation was suffering by the extreme phase of arm conflict and on the other hand there was direct ruling of King. In the leadership of seven party's alliance the people of Nepal were in the preparation of peoples' movement to liberate the country from the cruel claws of autocracy. In that situation CIL-Kathmandu and many orhter DPOs also thought to show its solidarity with the physical involvement of persons with disabilities in the movement. In the April of 2006 all Nepalese came on the road for agitation against the direct ruling of king and PWDs also showed its adventurous contribution in the movement on behalf of civil society by involving persons with disabilities in the great peoples' movement. 
After the success of peoples' movement this organization was legally registered in the district administration office, Kathmandu in August 2006 along with the changing political scenario.
The concept of independent living for persons with disabilities is a bit new in Nepal. The group of energetic youth with disabilities having long leadership training course in Japan initiated Independent Living (IL) movement in Nepal since 2006. We beleive and accept Independent Living (IL) is a vision, a philosophy and a movement of persons with disabilities to promote and protect the human rights of PWDs. It interprets disability in social model and rights based approach.

The persons with disabilities and DPOs of other districts liked the IL-principles and started working on it. Currently the DPOs of 11 districts are promoting the IL concept and practices in the close collaboration of CIL-Kathmandu. Now, with the initiation of this first ILC Kathmandu has built the new IL national network which is named as National Council of Independent Living Nepal (NCILN). This organization always believes in the collaboration. So it has maintained its relationship and joined hands for achieving various common objectives with other national and international organizations, alliances and forums working on various social issues.ILCs in Japan are showing their great and regular support to promote the IL movement in Nepal. Similarly, It is succeed to build mutual relationship with People from Asia Pacific countries especially Japan, Finland, Australia, America, Britian etc. Within the short period, the concept of IL is popular among many persons with severe disabilities in Nepal and are empowering and working to promote the concept. IL centers of Nepal have a significant contribution in ratification of UNCRPD, media mobilization in disability issues and promoting the practices of personal attendant services, ILP, Peer Counseling, re-write old act, developing accessibility guidelines and drawing special attention of government for the assistive devices, accessibility, and social security of persons with severe disability in Nepal. IL centers advocate simultaneously for policy changes and easy availability of services, facilities and opportunities to persons with disabilities as rights in an equal basis. In center level CIL-Kathmandu is involved both jointly and solely to influence government for policy changes and in local level the district level IL-centers are engaged to influence the local government for the effective implementation of rules, regulation, acts and policies. 
This is latest good news in Nepal,

The Supreme Court has issued 13 orders to the Nepal Government regarding the rights of Persons with Disabilities including health, education and social security. Responding to a writ petition filed by DependraShakya, one of the member of CIL Kathmandu and he is Persons with Severe Disabilities and SudarsonSubedi, the president of NFDN and advisor of DHRC, a division bench of Justices Tahir Ali Ansari and Kamal Narayan Das ordered the government to proved a monthly special allowace ranging from NPR 500 to NPR 3000 to earyparitally PWDs and NPR 3000 to NPR 5000 each to the Severe Person with Disability. The apex court has ordered the government to appoint at least one social welfare officer in each district within six months, provide the allowance to concerned peoples within three months and to inform the court about the implementation of the order within seven months. 

CIL major initiatives for accessibility movement in Nepal
· 1. Organizational approaches 

· 2.Coperate and coordination approaches

· 3.Medias Campaign approaches

· 4. Supporting individual approaches

Corporate and coordinate approaches

Working with local government to improve access in reality for making public toilet accessible

Working with banking sectors for mutual benefit, working central government and local government.

Eg: accessibility guidelines, local government level policies and programs

Media Campaign approaches

· Making Documentary, interaction with medias, publishing success stories and its impacts through medias so on 

Supporting individual approaches
Supporting/ Consultant services companies, Individuals to individual who initiates the  activities.

Eg: British Council access audit, US embassy Access audit, consultant services to Nepal for making accessibility guidelines 

Challenges and Hopes

Political instability in Nepal is big challenge for bringing desired changes in policies and its implementation. Disability issue often falls in the dark shadow of this political turbulence. Due to this reason Nepalese people have not had even their new constitution so far. In spite of this people with disabilities still have great hope of political stability, peace and new inclusive constitution and UNCRPD together would open a big door of opportunity for all.   

Finally,  CIL hope that our government and our international community would show their positive interest on the above mentioned issues to work on to bring meaningful changes in the life of persons with disabilities. So looking forward your cooperation in future and thanking all of you for giving me this opportunity and hearing me. 

