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The Independent Living Program in Vietnam started with the establishment of Hanoi Independent Living Center (Hanoi ILC) in 2009. At present, IL and IL center model has been disseminated in the big cities in Vietnam.

Independent Living (IL) and its service is a new model in Vietnam. However Hanoi ILC has been successful, since the activities meet the needs of people with disabilities (PWDs).
The assistance from the Government to people with severe disabilities in Vietnam at present still relies on the social institutions, where one assistant helps from 4 to 8 PWDs at the same time and the assistance receivers are quite dependent and passive. IL, on the contrary, one or more assistants can help one PWD. The activities and service provided by Hanoi ILC have proved the success of a new model of service where PWDs are the service provider to support their peers. It has created a change of attitude from the Government and the community, which hopefully will be followed by the decision to support IL service of PWDs in the future.
