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GENERAL PROFILE
According to WHO’s estimation, there are  5-10% of Malaysia population are people with disabilities (PWDs), which is approximately 1.03 to 2.7 million. But according to latest statistic by Malaysia Welfare Department, only  394, 931 of disabled persons are registered with the authorities (JKM2012April).  In other words, about 70% of Malaysian with disabilities are still unknown. 
Table I: Number of PWDs According to Types of Disabilities (JKM2012April)
	Disabilities
	Number of PWDs

	Visually Impairment 
	35,242 

	Hearing Impairment
	47,679 

	Physical Challenge
	133,674 

	Learning Disability 
	148,506 

	Speech Impairment
	887 

	Mental Challenge
	11,188 

	Multiple
	17,755 

	TOTAL
	394,931 


INDEPENDENT  LIVING  MOVEMENT IN MALAYSIA
Background
Beautiful Gate’s caring ministry for PWDs started since 1993. Two years later, the first Beautiful Gate Centre was established in city of Petaling Jaya, to provide services to persons with physical disabilities. Subsequently, six other centres were set up in different cities, located at Kepong, Kampar,  Seremban,  Melaka, Klang and Sitiawan, and approved to register as Beautiful Gate Foundation For The Disabled in year 2003. 
With the support of JICA and the collaboration of Malaysia Welfare Department (MWD), Independent Living and Leadership Training Project were introduced to Malaysia since 2005 by Human Care Association from Japan. The project successfully trained many PWDs with basic philosophy and practices of IL, including leaders from Beautiful Gate Foundation.

In view of the effectiveness of the program, Beautiful Gate started to implement IL Program, Peer Counseling and various awareness/advocacy activities since 2005, and set up an Independent Living Centre, named as Society of Independent Living For Disabled, Selangor, in year 2008. Many activities had been organized through this IL Centre since then.
1.We Organised Seminar, Workshop, & Giving Talk on IL or Peer Counseling in various cities, including East Malaysia. 
	Date
	City/Venue
	Participants

	1/9/08
	K.Kinabalu
	35

	5/9/08
	Miri
	30

	28/2/09
	CBR staffs, MWD
	60

	30/3/09
	Kuching
	22

	4/4/09
	Sibu
	31

	27-30/10
	Muar
	30

	9/8/10
	PLPP
	60

	7-9/6/11
	Sitiawan
	30

	16-18/8/11
	Sabah Chesire Home staffs & UTAR students
	8


2.Total of  Clients served from 2008 to 2011 are  as below
	
	IL Program
	Visitation/Peer Counseling
	Volunteer Training

	2008
	15
	12
	54

	2009
	11
	12
	62

	2010
	12
	18
	73

	2011
	17
	5
	84

	TOTAL
	55
	47
	273


3. We have 6 PWDs with different disabilities are trained to become Peer Counselors 
	Name
	Gender
	Disabilities

	Hee Yong Wah
	Male
	Quadriplegic

	Seow Boon Chan
	Male
	Quadriplegic

	Yeoh Kee Soon
	Male
	Muscular Dystrophy

	Chan Ming Lai
	Male
	Cerebral Palsy

	Ng Bee Kean
	Female
	Muscular Dystrophy

	Sia Siew Chin
	Female
	Muscular Dystrophy


6. We organized activities to create Awareness and Advocate for the rights of PWDs
	Date
	Particular

	24/11/08
	Deal with PJ City Council for Taman Paramount to be barrier free.

	6/12/09
	Organised Convoy by PWDs, an awareness event

	26-28/11/10
	Organised “One Malaysia for All, Towards an Inclusive Society” , include exhibition, simulation, talent time and Convoy by PWDs  

	26-28/11/11
	Organised First National Conference on Accessible Tourism, and International Photo Contest On Accessible Tourism


7. We also involved in conducting Access Audit to assist Companies and other organization to upgrade their building and facilities to comply with universal design.
	Date
	Particular

	2/9/09
	Commuter Train Station at Sungai Buluh and Bandar Tasik Selatan

	17/9/10
	Menara Sunway

	2/12/10
	Asia Overland Sdn.Bhd

	5/1/11
	Suriamas Condominium, Sunway

	1/3/11
	Subang Skypark Terminal

	28-29/12/11
	Organised Access Audit Workshop in collaboration with PJ City Council


8. We had created web portal to provide relevant Information that aimed to bring changes to society.  
a. 
www.inclusivemalaysia.com.my : Web portal that provides comprehensive information on accessible tourism and barrier-free access for the disabled and senior citizens, 
b.
www.okujobs.com.my : Web portal that provide job matching services between disabled job seekers and companies, and provide information on making working places accessible .
COUNTRY’S IMPROVEMENT
Throughout the years and much effort putting together by various disabilities organization,  Malaysia Government passed the Persons with Disabilities Act (PWDA) in 2008 as part of its obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons With Disabilities. It brought some improvement to the Public Transport and Built Environment, and aiming to become a barrier-free society for All.

A. Improvement  in the area of Transportation

1. Provided 100 of Rapid KL bus which are accessible for wheelchair.

2. Provided 3 Rapid Mobiliti, accessible van in cities of PJ, Subang Jaya and USJ. 
3. Improving and Increasing facilities at 10 Train Station and 24 Light Rail Transit station to become barrier-free.
4. Purchase 38 sets of Commuter Train which include facilities for disabled.
5. Launching of Electric Train Service  For Inter-City Service which include disabled friendly facilities.
6. Improving facilities in Airport.
7. Preparing Code of Practice (COP) dan Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for air transport
8. Preparing Guidelines for Universal Access Bus, Guidelines on Disabled Friendly Facilities for Transport Provider, and Guidelines on Disabled Friendly Facilities for Train Station.

B. Improvement in the area of Built Environment

1. Printed Manual Universal Design, and providing training for Access Audit Facilitator 
2. Provide Access Audit training to staffs in local government.
3. Upgrading accessibilities for disabled students in school. Policy of One district One primary and One secondary school for disabled is implemented.
The independent living movement had brought some changes to Malaysia society, it is our hope that one day all disabled Malaysian are able to practice independent living in the community and participate fully in all aspect of Malaysia society.
Thank you
