Independent Living to Asia Pacific Network of Independent Living Conference 2012  

Incheon, Seoul

October 26, 2012

Incheon Declaration

We,  the leaders of the disability Rights and Independent Living Movement from 41 countries participating in the summit, “Global Perspectives on Independent Living” on October 26 in Incheon, Songdo, Korea.

Celebrating the achievements of the independent living Movement around the world and accepting the responsibility for our own action and lives.

And reaffirming the global philosophy and principles of independent Living :

We acknowledge full and effective social inclusion and participation in the community based on the human rights as significant values of life beyond the object of care giving and sympathy.

We want to be a civilian that requests appropriate service and environment to maintain our independent living in the community rather than being a social burden without self determination under the name of protection from home and institution.

We claim the appropriate housing and income source for living independently in the society: and we want our value to be acknowledged through participation and contribution to the society.

Furthermore, we demand to have our own decision on the policy-making process that influences on the life of people with disabilities. 

We claim to be able to participate in the process of policy making for people with disabilities as a service provider and main actor rather than just as a service consumer. 

We want that the society recognizes us as meaningful constituency members who need an appropriate service for independent living rather than minority with disabilities. 

We demand that each country should cease the judgment based on the medical standard in the process of service eligibility decision for people with disabilities; instead, we want the social function of the individual with disabilities for independent living based on the concept of social model to be judged in the decision-making process for service eligibility. 

We demand that all the policy for independent living of people with disabilities should be designed in the framework of the basic human right to meet the individual needs rather than in the value of economic logic budget system.

The live is the process of continuing self decision-making, and it is the evidence of human alive and means the existence of a congruent member in the society. 

Equal opportunity, freedom and equity cannot be disrupted by disability and it should not be restrained for the reason of having disability under the name of protection. 

Therefore, we adopt the following Action Plan as a strategy of Incheon Convention of Network of Independent living to ensure the continuation and promotion of independent living and the dissemination of the independent living philosophy in the Asia and Pacific area and will dedicate ourselves to claim the government of each country to agree and take part in this action plan in days to come:  

1. To change the paradigm shift for policy for people with disabilities from institution oriented to independent living oriented service policy to satisfy people with all kinds of disabilities in the community without exception from the service benefit;
2. To support the Centers for independent Living and Human Right Advocacy as a key stakeholder in the awareness of that disability policy and services are aimed at making it equal between people with disabilities and without disabilities and lack of support for equal opportunity is the exact discrimination;
3. To pursue that ESCAP should make mechanisms to implement the strategy for collaboration to empower each country to admit the CRPD through the support for social development;
4. To promote comprehensive Disability Rights Legislation, policies and Anti-discrimination law in each country in order to create a worldwide environment to foster independent Living, inclusive education, accessible and affordable housing, transportation, health care, personal assistant service, a barrier free environment, accessible communication, and assistive technology incorporating universal design features;
5. The government allocates the fund to promote and operate Centers for Independent Living locally, nationally and internationally;
6. To promote inclusion for people with disabilities all backgrounds and ages-including women with disabilities, minority with disabilities, children with disabilities, and senior citizens with disabilities;
7. To promote exchange programs and training opportunities;
8. To influence government, funding bodies, development agencies and overseas development assistance programs to support the goals and philosophy of the independent living movement in their activities;
9. To promote partnerships with universities and academic institutions to incorporate independent living principles, create greater access for students and professors with disabilities and initiate courses in disability studies;
10. To utilize the media to promote equality, positive images of people with disabilities, and the Independent living Philosophy;
11. To establish working groups that will develop discussion papers on such areas as: definitions of independent living, independent living Philosophy, peer support, personal assistance services, advocacy, and the cross- disability focus of independent living; and encourage these groups to work closely with Disabled Peoples International and other international disability organizations;
12. To explore the feasibility of follow-up, face – to- face, international conferences on a regular basis

