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persons with disabilities and forced migration
workshop for disabled people’s organizations 
The University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia

Wednesday 28th November 2012   
The Creating New Futures for All conference, hosted by The University of Sydney and One Billion Strong from 28th – 30th November 2012, will bring together leading academics and organizations specializing in children’s rights, refugee protection and disability. The conference goal is to promote the sharing of knowledge, experience and good practice around inclusion of children and young persons with disabilities displaced by war, conflict or disaster.
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) requires state parties to ensure that persons with disabilities are protected in situations of risk or humanitarian crisis (Article 11), and that international cooperation is accessible to and inclusive of persons with disabilities (Article 32). The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has committed to the full inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in situations of forced displacement, through the Executive Committee Conclusion No. 110 (LXI) adopted in 2010. Host country Disabled People’s Organizations (DPOs) can play an important role in identifying the needs of refugees and displaced persons with disabilities, advocating for their inclusion in national programs, and establishing effective referral systems for access to services.

This one day workshop, co-facilitated by WRC and Disabled People International Asia-Pacific (DPIAP), will bring together DPOs from host and resettlement countries to:

· Raise awareness about the situation of refugees and displaced persons with disabilities across the Asia region;

· Discuss the different ways DPOs are already working with refugee agencies and/or refugees and displaced persons with disabilities; and,

· Define future initiatives which DPOs may be able to undertake in their countries with refugee agencies and/or refugees and displaced persons with disabilities.
This workshop involves a combination of presentations and group activities to support participants to define the key roles which DPOs can play in refugee issues, and will be presented in the following conference from 29th – 30th November.
workshop Agenda
	Wednesday 28th November 2012

	Time
	Topic
	Facilitator

	8:30 am
	Workshop Registration
	

	9:00 am
	Welcome, introductions and objectives
	Emma Pearce (Women’s Refugee Commission) & Saowalak Thongkuay (DPIAP)

	9:30 am
	Recognizing refugees in our contexts:

· Introducing refugee law

· Factors contributing to forced migration
	Professor Mary Crock (University of Sydney)

	10:30 am
	Break
	

	11:00 am
	Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: How does it apply to refugees and asylum seekers with disabilities?
	Professor Ron McCallum AO (Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities)

	11:30 am
	Why consider refugees and displaced people in DPO work? The concept of cross-cutting issues.
	Saowalak Thongkuay (DPIAP)

	12:00 noon
	Protection concerns of refugee and displaced persons with disabilities (with a specific focus on women, children and youth)
	Emma Pearce (Women’s Refugee Commission)

	12:30 pm
	Lunch
	

	1:30 pm
	Group activity: How are we including refugees and displaced persons with disabilities in the disability movement?
	Emma Pearce (Women’s Refugee Commission)

	2:00 pm
	What activities could we do to the future to include refugees and displaced persons with disabilities?
	

	3:00 pm
	Break
	

	3:30 pm
	Presentations from group activity
	Emma Pearce (Women’s Refugee Commission)

	4:30 pm
	Workshop evaluation
	Emma Pearce (Women’s Refugee Commission)

	5:00 pm
	Close
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