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BANGKOK DECLARATION

Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities for African countries-Independent Living Program
All Seasons Hotel Bangkok Victory Monument, Bangkok, Thailand
September 16, 2011
We, participants and all stakeholders in the Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities for African countries-Independent Living Program, held between August 22nd and September 16th 2011 in Japan and Thailand, representing organizations of persons with disabilities in Malawi, Uganda, Namibia, Kenya, Zambia, Tanzania, Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI-Japan) and Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific Regional Office (DPI-AP), 
Acknowledging and appreciating the significant and proactive role that Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has been playing in improving the lives of Persons with Disabilities in developing countries through technical cooperation which contributes to human development, 
Realizing the urgent need for promoting the rights of persons with disabilities in terms of the concept of Independent Living and mainstreaming of disability issues in the development agenda of our various countries in line with the provisions as enshrined in the UNCRPD and also in the spirit of the second Asian and the Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2003-2012) and the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2010-2019) to bring about mainstreaming and empowerment of persons with disabilities,  

Recognizing the significance of Independent Living movement and economic and social well-being to promote inclusive society for all,
Urging all governments and stakeholders to accept the shift of paradigms from charity-based to rights-based approach and from medical model to social model on disability and
Welcoming the adoption of UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which contains various aspects regarding human rights such as equality, accessibility, reasonable accommodation and equality between men and women,

hereby jointly declare to promote that;
1. Empowerment 
Disabled Peoples’ Organisations (DPOs) should recognize cross-disability and issues around women and youths especially those with severe disabilities. Self-representation and Independent Living are crucial and catalystic towards empowerment; hence training should be conducted in order to develop leadership capacity. 
2. Disability Mainstreaming into Development Agenda
DPOs should play a meaningful role in terms of giving advice in promoting disability mainstreaming into the development agenda of their various countries. Capacity building of Persons with Disabilities and DPOs/SHGs into strong and vibrant forces including their inclusion in development activities will result in sustainable livelihood and poverty reduction.  Promoting the concept of universal design and barrier-free environment resulting in a society where there is access to built-environment and information for everyone.  

3. Participation in Decision Making 
Persons with Disabilities and their DPOs should be consulted and represented in the decision making and legislative process including the monitoring and evaluation.This is crucial for equal participation and equalisation of opportunities for persons with disabilities in line with the provisions of the UNCRPD. 

4.  Technological Transfer
Promotion of technology to empower Persons with Disabilities and their organisations through technological transfer from Asia-Pacific countries to Africa to enable Persons with Disabilities achieve independent living through access to information in accessible and appropriate formats and other assistive devices.This should also include the aspect of training. 
5. Asian and Pacific Decade and African Decade
In the implementation of the second Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2003-2012) and the second African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2010-2019), there is need for full participation of Persons with Disabilities and the DPOs in the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of all the activities relating to our two decades. We call upon the AU/UNESCAP and our various governments to fund the activities of the African/Asia and the Pacific Decades so that they bring meaningful change to the lives of persons with disabilities in our different countries.
6. UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
All countries in our regions should ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol and call upon those that have ratified, to harmonize the local laws and implement provisions of the UNCRPD with the active participation of DPOs.
7. Inter-regional Cooperation
Our two regions shall develop partnership based on inter-regional cooperation, which will promote exchange of ideas and experiences and mutual technical support to realize disability mainstreaming and empowerment. 
8. Recommendations to JICA

Having fully realized the benefit of this visit and  training, we strongly recommend JICA to continue supporting (technically, financially, human resource development) DPOs in their various endeavours including the implementation of the activity plans in terms of the promotion of independent living in our various countries.
We urge JICA and DPI-Japan to design a training module to target representatives of key government ministries and departments (ministries/departments of finance, health, transport and public work, local government, education and others) in order to sensitise them on the concept of independent living. This will assist in enabling governments to mainstream disability in development agenda.

We also urge the Government of Japan through JICA in our respective countries to ensure that development support to Africa is used in projects that are inclusive and promote the wellbeing of persons with disablities in line with principles as enshrined in the UNCRPD.

Recognizing the importance of peer counseling in the process of setting up Independent Living Centers in our countries, we request that the group that has been undergoing training in Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities for African countries-Independent Living Program (22nd August–16th September 2011) is considered for a follow up intensive training in peer counseling. 
As African participants to this training, we sincerely appreciate the generous contribution of the Japanese government, Thai government and the technical support of DPI-Japan and DPI-AP, Humancare Association and all ILCs in Japan and Thailand in facilitating this training. We have found this training very rewarding in our individual capacities as participants, the organizations of persons with disabilities and countries that we represent.
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