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The Asia Pacific Disability Rights Tribunal 

Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay

    Regional Development Officer (RDO)

   Disabled Peoples’ International Asia Pacific (DPI/AP)

       Email: saowalak@dpiap.org, URL: www.dpiap.org 

1. PURPOSES

The purposes of the Tribunal are:

· To promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of Persons with disabilities in Asia Pacific Region.
· To contribute to the realization of the purposes of  The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in order to promote full participation and equalization of Opportunity of persons with disabilities in the Region
· To uphold international human rights standards as prescribed by International Bill of Human Rights and thematic human rights conventions.

· To promote rights based approach to disability, poverty and development.
· To enhance regional cooperation with a view to complementing national and international efforts on disability rights and supports the elaboration of the CRPD, international bill of human rights and thematic human rights conventions.
· To increase the visibility of persons with disabilities both within the UN Human rights system and in society more generally.

· To encourage existing human rights monitoring bodies to pay attention to disability issues when they review compliance of governments with the other core human rights conventions.
2. PRINCIPLES
· The Tribunal should respect for the International Bill of Human Rights and Thematic Human Rights Convention.
a) respect for the independence and equality of persons with disabilities.
b) respect for the rights of  persons with cross disabilities. 
c) respect for fundamental freedoms, the promotion and protection of human rights, and the promotion of social justice. 
d) respect for different cultures, languages and religions of persons with disabilities.
e) recognize for the participation of persons with disabilities
· The Tribunal should monitor any situation of violation of disability rights.
· The Tribunal should be able to advise the Government, the Parliament and any other competent body on specific violations, on issues related to legislation and its compliance with international human rights instruments, and on the implementation of these instruments.
· The Tribunal should relate to regional and international organizations.
· The Tribunal should have a mandate to educate and inform in the field of human rights.
· The Tribunal should be unofficial and independence. 
3. MANDATE and FUNCTIONS
· To develop a long-term strategy for the promotion and protection of disability rights and fundamental freedoms 
· To promote public awareness of disabilities rights among stakeholders related 
      to disabilities.   
· To facilitate capacity building for the effective implementation of CRPD in the region.
· To develop, together with civil society, DPOs CRPD, International Bill of Human Rights and thematic human rights conventions.

· To collaborate on and engage in dialogue and consultation with other stakeholders, including civil society organizations and DPOs.
· To consult, as may be appropriate, with other relevant institutions and entities concerned with promotion and protection of Disability rights;

· To submit an annual report on disability rights issues, observations, recommendations or other reports if deemed necessary to government in Asia Pacific Region.
5. COMPOSITION

· Membership

· The Tribunal should be comprised of a Chairperson and a panel.  Panel members are appointed for their knowledge or experiences in aspects of disability, poverty and development, human rights, social issues; cultural issues and experiences of disability community in Asia Pacific.
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