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BANGKOK DECLARATION

Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities for African Countries-
Independent Living Program
Prince Palace Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

September 28, 2012
We, participants and all stakeholders in the training of Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities for African Countries-Independent Living Program, held between September 3rd - 21st 2012 in Japan  and September 22nd - 29th 2012 in Thailand, representing organizations of persons with disabilities in Malawi, Uganda, Namibia, Kenya, Swaziland, Lesotho, South Africa, Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI-Japan) and Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific Regional Office (DPI-AP), and Government representatives from Malawi and Kenya, recognizing the importance of the following:
The formation of an Independent Living Model in our respective countries which consist of;

Peer Counseling, Independent Living Programme, Personal Assistance Services in the process of setting up Independent Living Centers, we request that the participants that have been undergoing training in Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities for African countries-Independent Living Program (22nd September – 29th September 2012), are considered for a follow up intensive training to be trainers of trainees in our respective countries.
Other points to be considered:

1. Recognize trainees who have been on the training and work with them for the establishment of the ILC.
2. All government officers responsible for disability programmes in their countries to support establishment of Independent Living Centres in their countries.
3. Enforcement of African Governments to provide a platform which will assist in taking disability issues to the next level.
4. Government in collaboration with JICA to support in the establishment and sustainability of Independent Living Centres.
5. UNCRPD should be signed, ratified, promoted and implemented by all African countries.

6. African Decade for Persons with Disabilities to be brought to attention of DPO’s to understand its objectives, contents and mandate.
7. Disability mainstreaming into Development Agenda, with DPO’s playing a meaningful role in promoting disability issues in their various countries.
8. Mainstreaming Disability in TICAD platform to assist African countries in the implementation of Independent Living Programme.
As African participants to this training, we sincerely appreciate the generous contribution of the Japanese government, (JICA), Thailand government and the technical support of DPI-Japan and DPI-AP, Human care Association and all ILCs in Japan and Thailand in facilitating this training. We have found this training very rewarding in our individual capacities as participants, the organizations of persons with disabilities and countries that we represent.
Adopted by all African Participants on 28 September 2012 in Bangkok, the Kingdom of Thailand. 
PAGE  
1

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]