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Disabled Peoples’ International Asia Pacific
92 Phahon Yothin 5 Road, Samsennai, Phayathai, Bangkok 10400 THAILAND

Tel: + (662) 271-2123 Fax: + (662) 271-2124 Email: saowalak@dpiap.org  Website: www.dpiap.org
=======================================================================

Minutes of Regional Council Meeting 2011
Date: 17 August 2011 

Time: 10:00-17:00 (India Standard Time)

Venue: Shangri-La’s Eros Hotel, New Delhi, India
Attended:

1. Mr. Shoji Nakanishi (Japan, Regional Chairperson)

2. Mr. Chae Jong Gul(Korea)

3. Mr. Sainbayar Samdanjamts (Mongolia)
4. Mr. You Liang (China)
5. Mr. Pokharel Birendra Raj (Nepal)

6. Ms. Ashrafun Nahar Misti on behalf of Mr. Mohd. Abdus Sattar Dulal (Bangladesh)

7. Mr. Javed Abidi (India)

8. Ms. Maulani A Rotinsulu (Indonesia)
9. Mr. Ngin Saorath (Cambodia)
10. Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay on behalf of Mr. Prayat Punongong (Thailand)
11. Ms. Ipul Powaseu (Papua New Guinea)

Observers:
1. Ms. Kim Hyo Jin, KDS, Korea
2. Mr. Kim Dae Song, DPI Korea
3. Ms. Won Hoi Jin, DPI Korea
4. Ms. Yukiko Nakanishi, DPI-Japan
5. Ms. Chiemi Aono, personal assistant to Ms. Nakanishi
6. Mr. Masahiko Sakuma, personal assistant to Mr. Nakanishi
7. Ms. Lucky Aktar, personal assistant to Ms. Misti
8. Mr. Ishwor Raila, personal assistant to Mr. Birendra
9. Ms. Uranmandakh Dondovdorj, DPI Mongolia
10. Mr. Kalle Konnkolla, Abilis Foundation
11. Ms. Andrea Fichtmüller, Abilis Foundation
12.  Ms. Marjo Heinonen, Abilis Foundation
13.  Mr. Jukka Niemelä, personal assistant to Mr. Konnkolla
Interpreter:
1. Mr. Kim Byoung Su, Korean-English Interpreter

DPIAP Secretariat:
1. Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay, Regional Development Officer, DPI/AP
2. Mr. Taisuke Miyamoto

3. Mr. Wansao Chaiyakul
4. Ms. Sureeporn Yupa Miyamoto
5. Ms. Worapan Buranasilpin
6. Ms. Chona Sabo
7. Ms. Nittayaporn Tharasuk
8. Ms. Mariam Ali
Agenda
Agenda 1: Welcome message from the Regional Chairperson

Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda

Agenda 3: Reports from Officers
Agenda 4: Discussion on Regional Assembly on 20 June

Agenda 5: Message of and appreciation to ABILIS Foundation

Agenda 6: Regional Workshop from 18-21 August 26, 2011

Agenda 7: World Assembly in South Africa

Agenda 8: Towards the New AP Decade

Agenda 9: Incheon Meeting in 2012

Agenda 10: Other business

Summary of the meeting
Before starting Agenda 1, Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay, the RDO, made a brief welcome message as the MC of this meeting.  Then, secretariat confirmed the attendance of RC members.  There were 11 members in the meeting room that met the quorum of this RC meeting.
Agenda 1: Welcome message from Regional Chairperson
Mr. Shoji Nakanishi delivered a welcome message.  First of all, he showed his appreciation towards the support for the victims with disabilities in the big earthquake and tsunami hitting Japan in March.  He, then, emphasized the importance of the India workshop as this will conclude with draft strategy for the new decade.  He also mentioned the DPI World Assembly in October this year at Durban, South Africa.  Finally, he noted the opportunity to change domestic laws by using the CRPD, quoting a case of Japan.
Then, Mr. Javed Abidi made a welcome remark on behalf of the local organizer.  He showed a confidence of logistic preparation for this event in collaboration with DPIAP.
Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda
Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay explained the tentative agenda.  Motioned by Mr. Birendra, the agenda was adopted.

Then, secretariat read the minutes of previous RC meeting in June 2010 to confirm. Mr. Ngin Saorath suggested the improvement of communication between RC members and DPIAP office.  Especially he noted that any adoptions should go through with the members beforehand.  Ms. Saowalak, as RDO, introduced the frequent updates of website and encouraged members to check it to see the activities of DPIAP.

Agenda 3: Reports from Officers
Mr. Nakanishi made the Regional Chairperson’s report.  Firstly, he mentioned IL project done in Vietnam. Two IL Centers were now in operation with forty personal assistants which became a model to the government.  Then he reported ASEAN project which was funded by the Nippon Foundation in 2010. He also reported the preparation of World Assembly in November this year.  He was a part of international organizing committee and communicated local organizers through the teleconference.
Mr. Chae Jong Gul, on behalf of Northeast Asia Sub-region, made the Vice-Chair’s report.  He mainly reported the preparation for the Incheon meeting in 2012 and exchange programs among this sub-region.  Exchange programs included Korea-China exchange program in Shanghai, Korean delegations’ visit to DPI Japan’s annual assembly and DPI Mongolia’s then president’s visit to Korea.  Mr. Munkhsaruul Tserendash made additional explanation on the situation of Mongolia.
Mr. Birendra made the Vice-Chair’s report on behalf of South Asia Sub-region.  Firstly, he praised the practices of India to successfully harmonize the CRPD in the government programs.  As entire region, non-discriminative policies have been reviewed. Monitoring and reporting mechanism is also being formed.
Ms. Ipul Powaseu made the Vice-Chair’s report on behalf of Oceania Sub-region.  She raised the issue of funding difficulties that only three of eight Member National Assemblies in this sub-region could attend this India workshop.  Then, she reported the collaboration with government sector in this sub-region.  Governments’ focal point meeting was held in Fiji and decided Ministerial meeting would be held in June 2012 in PNG.  She also explained the mainstreaming efforts in collaboration with the government, including accessibility (PNG), violence against persons with disabilities (Solomon Islands) and CBR (Fiji).  Finally, she showed an expectation to DPIAP for supporting DPOs in the Oceania Sub-region through capacity building.  After her report, Mr. Nakanishi and Ms. Saowalak raised a few questions on Pacific Disability Forum and DPIAP’s collaboration for capacity building.
In relation with capacity building, Mr. Birendra quoted the CRPD article 31 (international cooperation) and insisted the importance of data collection.  Mr. Saorath suggested DPIAP should build a regional mechanism to share best practices among different countries in the region.
Ms. Saowalak made the Southeast Asia Sub-regional Vice-Chair’s report on behalf of Mr. Prayat Punongong.  She reported the updates of ASEAN project and formulation of ASEAN Disability Forum in September 2011 as a good practice of sub-regional approach.  Ms. Maulani Rotinsulu from Indonesia reported the Regional Conference on ASEAN and Disability in Jakarta in December 2010 and Bali Declaration of ASEAN Summit this year.  She also explained a new research project of PPCI (DPI Indonesia) that promotes political participation.
Ms. Saowalak also made RDO report.  She reported: Disability Rights Promotion International Project in collaboration with York Univ. in Canada, Internship program and rally for DPO United in Korea and future events that would take place in Incheon in 2012.
After these reports, there was a discussion on the role of DPIAP in the process toward 2012.  Ms. Ipul discussed that it was difficult for DPOs to effectively and timely participate in the ESCAP process as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the contact to ESCAP.  Mr. Saorath suggested that there should be a mechanism between DPIAP and ESCAP.  Mr. Chae suggested the roles of  DPIAP and DPOs: (1) making a strategy on how to help other countries in ratifying the CRPD, (2) making a program to boost the capacity building and (3) preparing a strategy to share successful cases in ratifying/implementing the CRPD for the coming new decade. 
Secretariat introduced the ESCAP resolution 66/11 which requested Secretary-general of ESCAP to promote the participation of DPOs in the process towards 2012 and showed a concern that most government did not understand its implication at country level.  Ms. Ipul agreed to utilization of this resolution, but she also insisted that in PNG persons with disabilities were traditionally represented by service providers.  Mr. Birendra reiterated the important role of DPOs and united voice to influence the governments.  Ms. Saowalak appreciated Korean proposal and encouraged RC members to help DPIAP in building its capacity to that end.
Based on the Vice-chair’s reports, the revised RC member list was confirmed as follows. Name of new president of Cook Island should be confirmed later.

(RC members as of 17 August 2011)

- Northeast Asia Sub-region

Mr. You Liang (China)

Mr. Chae Jong Gul (Korea, Vice-chair)

Mr. Shoji Nakanishi (Japan, Regional Chair, World Councilor)

  Mr. Munkhsaruul Tserendash (Mongolia)

- South Asia Sub-region

  Mr. Mohamed Abdus Sattar Dulal (Bangladesh, World Councilor)

  Mr. Pokharel Birendra Raj (Nepal, Vice-chair)

  Mr. Ghulam Nabi Nizamani (Pakistan, Secretary)

  Mr. Javed Abidi (India, World Councilor)

  Mr. M. C. Mendis (Sri Lanka)

- Southeast Asia Sub-region
  Mr. Ngin Saorath (Cambodia)

  Ms. Maulani A. Rotinsulu (Indonesia, World Councilor)

  Ms. Julia Hopkins (Singapore)

  Mr. Prayat Punongong (Thailand, Vice-chair and Treasurer)

- Oceania Sub-region
  Ms. Ipul Powaseu (Papua New Guinea, Vice-chair and World Councilor)

  Ms. Lesley Hall (Australia)

  Name to be confirmed (Cook Island)
Agenda 4: Organizational Work of DPI/AP
Secretariat proposed the idea that DPIAP would like to establish a funding policy of the regional conferences organized by DPIAP.  There were two reasons: funders no longer considered the Asian countries as 100% recipients, and more from younger generation should participate in DPIAP activities.
Mr. Nakanishi insisted that international funder wanted to look for very good data/activity run by DPO in this region.  Such projects could be the model to gain support from international funders
Ms. Saowalak discussed the ownership of regional office in Bangkok.  She suggested the necessity of restructuring office, such as hiring officers in charge of different sub-regions to promote the new decade.  Mr. Javed agreed with Ms. Saowalak saying DPI India was willing to coordinate South Asia Sub-region.  He also discussed the necessity of having a staff in charge of this issue.
Mr. Nakanishi commented that vice-chairs representing each sub-region should be strong and that if sub-regional offices were set up, DPIAP should work closely with these offices.  Mr. Birendra shared his observations: (1) regular and mutual communication should be established, (2) south-south cooperation should be enhanced and (3) information gap should be filled through linking up DPIAP website and providing information to DPIAP.  Mr. Saorath suggested building the capacity of DPOs and improvement of informational accessibility of DPIAP.  He also wanted to emphasize cross-disability, women with disabilities and education for youth with disabilities as priority areas in the new decade.  Ms. Maulani suggested that as DPIAP should support Member National Assemblies through exchanging more information and documents/resources.  She also said DPOs should be open to work with other sectors like governments.  Mr. You Liang commented on DPI’s role on the implementation of the CRPD, organizational structure of DPIAP and necessity for effective lobbying.
After the conclusion by Ms. Saowalak and secretariat, the following 3 decisions were adopted, motioned by Mr. Birendra and supported by Ms. Ipul, Mr. Saorath and Ms. Maulani.
Decision 1: DPIAP Regional Office drafts funding policy for DPIAP-organized events.

Decision 2: DPIAP Regional Office drafts DPIAP structure plan including sub-regional mechanism.

Decision 3: DPIAP Regional Office circulates these drafts to RC members for approval.

Agenda 5 Message of and appreciation to ABILIS Foundation
Mr. Kalle Konnkolla, the president of Abilis Foundation joined the meeting and made a remark, encouraging leaders of disability movement and showing his commitment to supporting DPOs in this region.
Agenda 7: World Assembly in South Africa
Due to the time management reason, secretariat proposed the change of sequence of agenda. It was agreed.

Mr. Nakanishi reported the updates of the World Assembly.  The meeting would be held from 10 October 2012 in Durban, Republic of South Africa.  At this moment, 200 participants paid registration fee and another 100 had registered.  Local organizer expected 500-800 participants.  It was the responsibility of DPI HQ to raise funds to support World Councilors.  However, at this moment HQ did not raise enough funds and was still waiting for the results of several funders.  From each region, at least three World Councilors should attend the World Council Meeting to meet the quorum.
Mr. Nakanishi shared the situations on Executive election.  Mr. Sattar who was World Secretary wanted to continue that position.  Mr. Giampiero Griffo from Italy expressed his wish to be the World Chair.  Mr. Nakanishi himself wanted to remain in the seat as a World Executive.  Mr. Nakanishi also explained the amendment of DPI Constitution in this World Assembly. 

Finally Mr. Nakanishi reported the suggestion paper from CIDA (Canada International Development Agency), which suggested several conditions to extend the fund, including to reduce the number of world councilors and to make more efforts for fundraising from other resources.
Ms. Misti, Mr. You and Mr. Birendra raised questions and suggestions.  Ms. Misti showed a concern on the participation of women with disabilities in the World Assembly due to expensive registration fee.  Mr. You also shared his concern on the expensive fee as well as accessibility and complicated visa issuance and payment processes.  Mr. Birendra said the website of WA linked up with business entities, rather than disability movement.  Mr. Nakanishi said that the organizers were still making effort for fundraising and showed expectation to central and local governments of South Africa.
Agenda 6: Regional Workshop from 18-21 August 26, 2011

Secretariat read the program and background of this workshop.  Ms. Saowalak summarized the points and asked RC members for collaboration.

Agenda 8: Towards the New AP Decade
(1) Proposal on strategy of New AP Decade from DPO
Ms. Saowalak mentioned that there were two strategies (Draft Incheon Strategy of DPIAP and 3rd AP Decade Strategy of KSD) that would be introduced in the workshop and would be made into one formal document by DPOs during the workshop. 
Then, Ms. Kim Hyo Jin of KDS was invited to introduce the revision of their draft.  Ms. Saowalak showed a comparison of these two documents.
Mr. You commented on the direction of the new strategy: (1) it should ensure that every country would sign and ratify the CRPD, (2) DPOs should focus on the implementation of the CRPD, (3) there should be monitoring agency, (4) disability should be mainstreamed in the action plan in the government development programs and (5) it should ensure the involvement of DPOs.  Mr. Birendra summarized the discussion into three points: i.e. (1) implementation, (2) monitoring and (3) reporting system.
(2) Sub regional approach and DPOs initiatives

Secretariat introduced ASEAN project (Mainstreaming disability perspectives in ASEAN Community) as a case of sub-regional approach.  Ms. Maulani reiterated the Jakarta Declaration adopted by Regional Conference on ASEAN and Disability last year and importance of DPO’s attitude to openly discuss with other sectors.  Ms. Saowalak added one explanation on the involvement of DPOs in civil society, as civil society organizations were influential in ASEAN. 
Mr. Saorath said that though disability is a cross-cutting issue, it was seen as a single issue. He insisted that disability movement had to work with gender issue, especially.
Mr. Birendra also supported the idea of working with the government and Civil Society. He also strongly recommended the involvement of DPOs in UPR (Universal Periodic Review) process as a part of collaboration with civil society in monitoring mechanism

Agenda 9: Incheon Meeting in 2012

Mr. Chae made presentation and showed commitment to Incheon meeting. Korean organizer had a plan to invite 2 members from each country.  He encouraged the RC members to participate and support the DPI Asia and the Pacific Regional Assembly in Incheon, Korea, in 2012. 

Mr. Nakanishi encouraged Korean organizers which would organize APNIL, DPI Regional Assembly and DPO United in 2012 by quoting an example of Japan.  In Japan, after the DPI World Assembly in 2002 in Sapporo, Japan, the government became more supportive to disability policy.
Agenda 10: Other business

Secretariat proposed a campaign activity to respect real agent of change through awarding “Champions of the 1st and 2nd Decades” at the DPO United in Incheon in 2012.  To that end, DPIAP would like to open application for all sectors. 
Mr. Birendra and Ms. Ipul agreed to this idea.
Decision 4: DPIAP Regional Office drafts the Concept Paper of this campaign and circulate among RC members for approval.

Closing this RC meeting, Mr. Konnkolla, Mr. Javed and Mr. Nakanishi made brief remarks.  Mr. Konnkolla made two points: (1) regardless of amount of fund, we should take responsibility for equal rights for all and (2) DPIAP should contribute to the entire world in the important World Assembly in South Africa.
Meeting adjourned at 17:00. 
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