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Contact Person: 
APWLD
Ms. Misun Woo
Programme Officer Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development 

Address:  
189/3 Changklan Road, Amphoe Muang
Chiang Mai 50100, Thailand
Ph: +66 53 284527, 284856
Fax: +66 53 280847
Mobile: +66 89 220 7931
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Tel: 66 (0)2 271-2123

Fax: 66 (0)2 271-2124
Duration:

26 - 27 October 2011
Aims:

· To increase capacity of women in Asia Pacific to claim and advance women’s human rights by engaging with international human rights mechanisms;

· To increase knowledge of and international response to violations of women’s right in Asia Pacific;

· To articulate and advance the right to development using feminist analyses (including, but not limited to, the right to benefit from scientific progress and its applications, health, land, participation and peace);

· To translate international human rights commitments into national, regional and international development polices that enable the enjoyment of women’s human rights;

· To enable women of Asia Pacific to have their voices heard at the UN by having direct, face-to-face access to the mandate holders.

The mission’s methods:
1. Attend the Asia Pacific Regional Consultation with the UN Special Procedures on ‘‘Women’s Right to Development’
2. To participate in an interactive dialogue between participants and the UN mandate holders.
3. To learn the challenges and strategies in the context of right to development.

4. To represent the issues and mainstream Women with Disabilities in the context of right to development.

Outcomes:
1. Understanding women’s rights to development

2. Unpacking multiple dimensions of women’s right to development

3. Learning different stories and experiences based on the dialogue with mandate holders & treaty body experts.

4. Women-owned development

Mission Program 
Asia Pacific Regional Consultation on 

‘Women’s Right to Development” 

With UN Special Procedure Mandate Holders

25-28 October 2011, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
DAY 1  

25 OCTOBER 2011 (Tuesday)
	Time
	Item/Activity
	Delegate

	13:30 – 14:40
	Departure from Bangkok 
	


DAY 2  

26 OCTOBER 2011 (Wednesday)                                                                                               

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration
	

	09:00 –10:00
	Welcome and Introductions 


· Welcome remarks

· Introduction of participants 

· Introduction of the objectives, methodologies and programme
	

	10:00 – 12:00


	SESSION 1: UNDERSTANDING WOMEN’S RIGHTS TO DEVELOPMENT

The objective of this session is to advance understanding on the right to development framework.  The session will review and assess how the right to development framework has been developed at national, regional and international levels, and its implication on advancing women’s human rights and fundamental freedoms.  The session also aims to increase the participants’ appreciation of international framework, including the UN Special Procedures mechanism and the tools offered by the mechanism to advance women’s human rights.  It will in particular provide an opportunity to comprehend the specific mandates of the Independent Expert in the field of cultural rights and the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, and their relevance to the right to development.      

Session 1: Understanding Women’s Right to Development
Moderator:

Feminist approach to the right to development [20 mins]


	Khushi Kabir, Nijera Kori, Bangladesh / APWLD Regional Council member [confirmed]

	10:20 – 10:30


	Tea Break

· What are cultural rights and why are these important for women’s right to development [25 mins] 
· The effects on foreign debt on women’s right to development [25 mins] 
Open forum (question and answers)  
	Farida Shaheed, Independent Expert in the field of cultural rights 
Cephas Lumina, Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights 


	12:00 – 13:00

	Lunch 
	

	
	SESSION 2: UNPACKING MULTIPLE DIMENSIONS OF WOMEN’S RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT

The objective of this session is to illuminate core aspects of the right to development in context of the lived realities of women, whilst also addressing the inherent link between the right to development and the realization of other rights.  The session also aims to identify the structural root causes that hinder women’s enjoyment of the right to development, this includes looking at national legislation and policies and their relevance to development architecture at the international level.  It will provide a space for dialogue to share what development means to women, and subsequently a collective discussion on how to create enabling environments for the enjoyment of all human rights.   Further, a focused discussion on the right to enjoy the scientific benefits and the effects of foreign debt within the framework of the right to development will take place, with a view to assisting mandate holders’ reports to the UN Human Rights Council.

* Each plenary session will have 3-4 presentations (10 minutes each) which will be followed by participants’ sharing of other experiences from the region and discussions.  Plenary session presentation will serve more as a trigger presentation which will invite active sharing from the floor following the presentations.


	

	13:00 – 15:00
	Session 2.1:
Key contents of the right to development for women 

[music video or performance on land rights – land for life messenger band]

· Right to land

· Right to living wage 

· Right to public services

· Right to peace 

· Open forum (sharing experiences, question and answers)
	Joint presentation by Naly Pilorge, Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights Cambodia and Vanny Teth, representative of Boeung Kak lake community [confirmed] 

Hameeda Hossain, Ain o Salish Kendra, Bangladesh [confirmed]

Ofa Guttenbeil, Tonga Women’s and Children’s Crisis Centre, Tonga [confirmed] 

Naw K’nyaw Paw, Karen Women’s Organisation, Karen State of Burma [confirmed]



	15:00 – 15:20

	Tea Break
	

	15:20 – 17:30


	Session 2.2: Issues in Focus - the right to enjoy the benefit of scientific progress and its application and the right to health

· Impact of the global economy on the homogenization of culture (i.e. TNC culture) that can occur because of foreign debt and the associated structural adjustments

· Genetic and reproductive technologies and its implication on women’s human rights: ‘future’ forms of violence against women?

· Right to scientific information

Open forum (sharing experiences, question and answers) 
	Dian Kartika Sari, Indonesian Women’s Coalition (Koalisi Perempuan Indonesia), Indonesia [confirmed]

Chayanika Shah, LABIA, India [confirmed]

Olga Djanaeva, Alga- Rural Women’s Organisation, Kyrgyzstan [confirmed] 



	17:30 – 18:00
	Wrap Up & Interventions from the mandate holders
	

	19:00 - 

	Solidarity Dinner
	


 DAY 3  

27 OCTOBER 2011 (Thursday)                                                                                               

	
	SESSION 3: DIALOGUE WITH MANDATE HOLDERS & TREATY BODY EXPERTS: SHARING OUR STORIES AND EXPERIENCES 

This session will be a free dialogue addressing participants’ stories and challenges, in which the participants will be invited to raise questions to and share their experiences with the mandate holders and treaty body experts.  The collective conversation will offer an exciting opportunity for an interactive dialogue between the UN independent experts and participants to discuss priorities, challenges and strategies of women in the Asia Pacific region in relation to their mandates.  It aims to map out national policies and practices (legislative, judicial and administrative) relating to the implementation of the rights addressed towards fulfilling states’ obligation to respect, protect and fulfill all human rights of all people.  
	

	09:00 – 12:30
	Session 3: Dialogue with Mandate Holders and Treaty Body Experts: Sharing Our Stories and Experiences (Roundtable discussion)

· Group 1 – dialogue with the Independent Expert in the field of cultural rights

· Group 2 – dialogue with the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights

· Group 3 – dialogue with Treaty Body experts: CESCR and CEDAW
	

	11:00 – 11:20
	Working Tea Break

· Guidelines will be provided to the participants to facilitate a focused roundtable discussion.    
	

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch Break 

[GROUP PHOTO]
	

	
	SESSION4:WOMEN-OWNED DEVELOPMENT

The objective of this session is to bring out specific experiences, initiatives and strategies taken by women’s groups to make women’s right to development a reality.  The session may propose women’s ‘own’ vision of development as well as identify subtle and indirect barriers to achieving women’s right to development and other human rights, may it be current development framework, discriminatory laws, non-existence of legal mechanisms or no will to implement.  The session will contribute to identifying existing remedies and reparations to women and to sharing women’s successful stories of leading development in their own community, as well as in national, regional and global contexts.    
	

	13:30 – 15:30
	Session 4: Women-Owned Development 
· Women’s use of technology
· Towards a new development framework and women’s participation 

· A people-centered development model

· Women’s participation in peace-building processes

· Open forum (sharing experiences, question and answers)
	Jac sm Kee, Association for Progressive Communication [confirmed]
Laura Pina,
Alola Foundation, Timor-Leste [confirmed]
Marjo Busto, Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PAN AP) [confirmed]
Mari Kini, 

Kup Women for Peace, Papua New Guinea 


	15:30 – 15:45
	Tea Break
	

	15:45 – 17:00
	Looking forward – where do we go from here?

Discussion can result in key recommendations of the Consultation to realize women’s right to development in Asia Pacific including specific issues and recommendations for the mandate holders’ next reports to the Human Rights Council. (e.g. Committee on ESCR to develop a General Comment on the right to development and/or the right to the enjoyment of scientific benefits and its applications).
	

	17:00 – 17:30
	Closing and Evaluation
	


DAY 4 

28 OCTOBER 2011 (Friday)                                                                                               
	09:40 – 10:50
	Arrival in Bangkok 
	


Report on Asia Pacific Regional Consultation with the UN Special Procedures on

‘‘Women’s Right to Development’

The consultation was attended by 51 women/human rights defenders across the Asia Pacific region, including APWLD members, regional and international NGO’s and UN agencies.

Despite many international agreements and inclusion of many programmes for women’s development over the past three and a half decades, women are still much likely to be poor and marginalized. They usually have less access than men to medical care, property ownership, training and employment. Despite the fact that women in many of our countries have held highest political post, they are still far likely than men to be politically active as women’s voice and far more likely to be victims of domestic violence. Understanding women’s right to development implies gender equality, a situation or society in which women and men enjoy the same opportunities, outcomes, rights and obligations in all spheres of life. Equality between women and men exist when both sexes are able to share equally in the distribution of power and influence, have equal opportunities for financial independence, and enjoy equal access to education and the opportunity and ability to develop agency and collective capabilities. A critical aspect of gender equality is the empowerment of women, with a focus on identifying and redressing power imbalances, giving women more autonomy to manage their own lives. 
Development is a human right  

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) in its first article guarantees that all peoples have the right to self-determination to freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.
  Two decades later, the UN Declaration on the Right to Development (the Declaration) was adopted by the UN General Assembly. The Declaration recognizes development as a comprehensive economic, social, cultural and political process that everyone is entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy, and within which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized.
  CEDAW’s roadmap, the Beijing Platform for Action, "reaffirms that all human rights-civil, cultural, economic, political and social, including the right to development -- are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated..." (BPFA, Chap. IV, para. 213).  All UN member states have committed to achieving a more just and equal world and have set eight specific Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to be achieved by 2015.
  The right to development embodies the human rights principles of equality, non-discrimination, participation and representation, transparency and accountability, as well as international cooperation and solidarity. 

Historically civil and political rights have often been regarded as synonymous with human rights. Developing countries have instead suggested that economic, social and cultural rights are much more important in the lives of the poor in the global south. However, a rights-based approach to development suggests that these rights are indivisible and interdependent and that the right to development must be about creating an enabling environment for both sets of rights.  A rights-based approach recognizes that economic growth is not synonymous with development.  Economic growth alone has not guaranteed gender equality or a stronger space to claim and enjoy women’s rights. For instance, development policies can erode cultural life or provide only for commoditized versions of cultural life for indigenous women.  Exploitation of natural resources in the name of ‘development’ particularly impacts on indigenous and rural populations and can erode cultural life.  A rights based approach would insist that economic policies at national, regional and international level are consistent with international human rights obligations.   

Current context: globalization
, fundamentalisms and militarization/conflicts

The Consultation included the analysis of the structural barriers that impede the enjoyment of women’s rights. Those structural barriers may generate from economic systems, particularly neo-liberal policies adopted by states to facilitate economic growth; fundamentalisms that express themselves by limiting women’s rights and militarization which erodes development and increases human rights violations. 

Neoliberal economics dominate global development paradigms. Macro economic policy is a women’s rights issue because it determines how resources are mobilized, allocated and distributed.  While economic growth may have been achieved through market based approaches to development, there is little evidence that it has led to improved standards of living or improved human rights climates for the majority of the world’s poor. Conversely, research conducted by APWLD and others suggests that radical neo-liberalism has exacerbated the gap between rich and poor
, and in many cases, has led to further feminization of poverty
.  Human rights may feature in poverty reduction policies but they rarely feature in free trade agreements and are peripheral in regional intergovernmental trading blocs. 

Militarization exacerbates women’s exposure to social, economic, political and cultural rights violations. The Declaration obliges all States to undertake effective measures to ensure that women have an active role in the development process.
  Yet, women remain invisible in ‘development’ processes, and we often witness culture or tradition becoming the more robust obstacles.  In addition, despite the commitments of governments  at the UN level to ensure women’s full and meaningful participation and representation throughout the peace and nation building processes, national action plans to implement the UN Security Council resolutions (1325, 1820, 1888 and 1889) on women, peace and security are lacking.  Furthermore, militarization of development signals the realities in many countries in the Asia Pacific with increased role of the security sector in State and non-state economic activities.  

The existence of Fundamentalisms in the region often plays a role in limiting women’s right to development. Where women are denied democratic rights of participation, freedom of expression, rights to education, to cultural life, to work they are denied fundamental right to development. 

The Consultation examined women’s concerns pertaining to their right to development including, but not limited to, the following issues:

From Aid to Development

The Consultation assisted in developing perspectives of women’s organizations in the region to take to the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF4) to be held in Busan, Korea in late November. The HLF4 will assess implementation of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and has the potential to develop a new position on development effectiveness. 

The right to benefit from scientific progress and the effects of foreign debt on women

The Consultation included input on article 15 of the ICESCR and articulate practical relationship between foreign debt and women’s human rights to ensure that the Consultation can aid the development of mandate holders’ next reports to the Human Rights Council. 

The Declaration obliges all states to undertake effective measures to ensure that women have an active role in the development process.  Reaffirming that the right to development is inter-dependent to realizing other human rights, the Consultation will create a space to challenge the status quo towards ending discrimination in the distribution and sharing of the benefits of development. 
In order to achieve empowerment and cope with the fast changing world, this consultation enabled women of Asia Pacific to have their voices heard by knowing the UN Special Procedures on ‘‘Women’s Right to Development’ by having direct, face-to-face access to the mandate holders. Mandate holders look at the procedures to civil society and they don’t go according to ratification. Civil society must keep in mind that mandate holders will be effective if they keep on pushing them by making an appeal with a clear issue, sufficient facts and by looking its connection to the mandate. A direct interaction to mandate holders enable women to raise their concerns and be heard regardless of class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, disabilities, etc. Women’s empowerment is vital to sustainable development and the realization of human rights for all.

It is time now to move from slogans to concrete proposals!
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� Article 2, ICESCR.


� UN Declaration on the Right to Development article 1.1.


� It poises achieving gender equality and women’s human rights as one of the goals for development.  


� Globilisation here refers to the neo-liberal approach to globalization that proffers trade liberalisation, deregulation, privatization and minimal regulation as economic imperatives.


� Scholte, Jan ‘The Sources of Neoliberal Globalisation’, Overarching Concerns Programme Paper Number 8, UN Research Institute for Social Development, October 2005.


� While sex dissagragated data is scarce in the Asia Pacific data it appears that neo-liberal policies have led to a shirt to insecure, casual labour for women.


� Ibid article 8.1.  





