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Duration:

21 - 27 July 2012
Aims:

1. To bring together young activists from around the world to discuss the intersections of disability, human rights and HIV; 

2. To develop advocacy skills for advancing your disability rights work; and to connect with other advocates.
3. To remove some of the barriers that stand between the next generation and their full leadership capacities.

4. To expose young leaders to the seasoned pros, which have invaluable advocacy lessons and skills to impart, and give them the modern skills needed to build and maintain networks in a globalized world.

Outcomes:

• Accessing and utilizing the United Nations system: how to work with the United Nations at a country, regional and international level, and how to advance disability rights within the

UN Secretariat, UNAIDS, UN Women and other UN Agencies

• Funding and disability rights: how to influence multilateral funding structures such as

PEPFAR and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and ensure that people with disabilities are included in funding allocations

• Utilizing regional and international human rights systems

• Lobbying governments to ratify the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities

• Lobbying governments to improve legal rights and protections for people with disabilities, including laws that protect disabled workers, or provide equal access to education, health facilities and public buildings

• Lobbying governments to abolish discriminatory laws against people with disabilities and ensure that anti-discrimination laws include people with disabilities

• Advocating for disability rights amongst HIV/AIDS service organizations: how to ensure

HIV organizations are complying with human rights standards and providing access to HIV prevention, treatment and care for people with disabilities

MISSION PROGRAM

HIV and Disability Leadership Forum

And

XIX International Aids Conference
21-27 July 2012

Washington D.C

	Day 1 – Thursday, July 19, 2012 

	Time
	Activity
	Remarks

	23:45 
	Departing Bangkok
	KE 0654

	Day 2 - Friday, July 20, 2012

	11:20
	Arriving Washington D.C

	KE 0093

	Day 3 – Saturday, July 21, 2012 (DISABILITY AND HIV LEADRERSHIP FORUM)

	8:30
	Registration & Breakfast
	

	9:20
	Welcome to the Forum
	Stephen Lewis (facilitator) and Paula Donovan, Co-directors of AIDS-Free World

	9:40
	Introductions of all delegates
	Facilitated by: Maja Hipkin, AIDS-Free World and Steven Estey of DPI introducing the hosts, staff and guests

	10:00
	Myths and Stereotypes
(Interactive Exercise)
	Janet E. Lord, One Billion Strong
Specioza Mwankina, NEDIPHA

	10:30
	Passing the Torch to a New Generation
Ideas and Insights about Effective Advocacy:

Conversations with Pioneers in Human Rights
	             The Pioneers
Judith E. Heumann

Special Advisor, International Disability Rights

US Department of State

Steven B. Estey

Interim Executive Director

Disabled Peoples’ International

Specioza Mwankina

Executive Director

Network of Disabled People Living with HIV and AIDS

Stephen Lewis

Co-director, AIDS-Free World

	12:15
	LUNCH
	

	13:45
	We Are Here!
Designing our joint advocacy strategies for AIDS 2012
	Facilitated small group work

	15:15
	Afternoon Break
	

	15:45
	Dress Rehearsal: Practicing the roles we’ll play to make a difference
· Speaking up at conference sessions

· Holding a Press Conference

· Issuing a Declaration
	

	16:45
	Commitment to Action
	

	17:00
	Giving of certificates and closing
	

	17:30
	Depart the Forum – onward to AIDS 2012
	

	Day 4 – Sunday, July 22, 2012 (XIX INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE with selected events)

	11:00
	Registration
	

	19:00 – 21:00
	Opening Session
	Session Room 1/Hall E

	Day 5 – Monday, July 23, 2012

	12:15 – 13:00
	Official Opening of Disability Networking Zone
	Global Village

	13:00
	Meeting of all Forum Delegates
	

	16:30-18:00
	In-Country Ownership – Solutions for Leadership and Accountability
	Session Room 1

	Day 6 – Tuesday, July 24, 2012

	13:00
	Meeting of all Forum Delegates
	

	14:30 - 16:00
	Holding Government Accountable: Lessons from the Field for the Next Era of the Aids Response
	GV Session Room 1

	18:30 – 20:30
	HIV in Asia
	Mini Room 7

	Day 7 – Wednesday, July 25, 2012

	13:00
	Meeting of All Forum Delegates
	

	14:30 – 16:00
	Getting to Zero: Community Style
	Session Room 4

	18:30 – 20:00
	Reception: “HIV/AIDS, Disability and Discrimination: A Thematic Guide on Inclusive Law, Policy and Programming”
	Organized by:
One Billion Strong

Stimson, 1111 19th St. NW, 12th Floor



	Day 8 – Thursday, July 26, 2012

	10:00 – 12:00
	Press Conference
	Media Centre

	13:00
	Meeting of all Forum Delegates
	

	14:30 – 18:00
	Integrating Comprehension and Advocacy: How the Disability and HIV Rights Movements Can Support Each Other at the Country-Level

Youth Perspective on Mainstreaming Disability into HIV Programs 
	Mini Room 5
Chona Sabo

Regional Officer for Asia Pacific

Disability Rights Promotion International

	18:30 – 20:30
	Working Towards AIDS 2014 in Melbourne: A Partnership Approach to Priority Issues in HIV/AIDS
	Session Room 6

	Day 9 – Friday, July 27, 2012

	11:00 – 12:30
	Culture, Law and Religion
	Session Room 9

	13:00
	Meeting of all Forum Delegates
	

	15:00 - 17:00
	Closing Session
	Session Room 1/Hall E

	Day 10 – Saturday, July 28, 2012

	13:35
	Departing Washington D.C
	KE 0094

	Day 11 – Sunday, July 30, 2012

	1:00
	Arriving Bangkok
	KE 0653


Report on HIV and Disability Leadership Forum
And

XIX International Aids Conference

A full-day advocacy training “Disability and HIV Leadership Forum” was organized by AIDS-Free World immediately preceding AIDS 2012, the “XIX International AIDS Conference” in Washington, D.C. The Forum brought together disability rights advocates, activists, students, organizers and leaders from around the world, including the countries of Barbados, Ethiopia, Guyana, Jamaica, Kenya, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Namibia, Nepal, Rwanda, Serbia, Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda, United States, Uruguay, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The Forum, presented in collaboration with Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI) and Gallaudet University, united young disability rights leaders with seasoned advocacy experts in the fields for HIV, disability rights and human rights.

The one-day training focused on passing experiences and expertise to the “new leaders” of the disability rights movement. Pioneers, people with extensive experience and expertise, included Steve Estey of DPI and Judith Heumann of the US S Department of State. The day included interactive exercises, advocacy skill-building, and the creation of a declaration to demand that the “missing billion,” the 15% of the world’s population that has a disability, be included in the mainstream HIV rights movement and that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities be ratified in every country. During the Forum, young leaders shared their experiences, their successes, and their goals aiming to shift the way that people in their home countries think about people with disabilities and to effect policy change for the better.

Throughout the week following the Forum, these young leaders participated in the XIX International AIDS Conference and networked among HIV advocates, policy makers, and session panelists. They mainstream disability by asking specific questions at symposiums about the lack of inclusion of disability rights and in almost every situation, they were given uninformed or incorrect responses. When asked if people with disabilities should be considered a high-risk group, one UNAIDS representative stated “that it is more an issue of risk situations,” displaying an all-too-common ignorance of the risk situations that people with disabilities are exposed to, such as an increased risk of being subjected to sexual violence and a lack of access to information about HIV. As stated in a WHO, UNAIDS and UNHCR policy brief, “The relationship between HIV and disability has not received due attention, although persons with disabilities are found among all key populations at higher risk of exposure to HIV.”

At a press statement on July 26, these young leaders presented the 10 demands from their declaration to inform journalists about the need for inclusion of people with disabilities in the HIV/AIDS response. Armed with this declaration, the skills they gained at the Forum, and the experiences they gathered at the Conference, these up-and-coming young activists had returned to their home countries ready to lead the fight for the recognition and protection of the human rights of people with disabilities and to ensure that they are included in the response to HIV and AIDS.
The first ever “Disability and HIV Leadership Forum”[image: image1.emf]
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Press Conference              [image: image3.jpg]


         Youth delegates at the “XIX International Aids Conference”

� UNAIDS, WHO and OHCHR. 2009. "Policy Brief: Disability and HIV."





