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report

1st national conference:

 “Accessible Tourism Promotes National Development”

Pro-ICAT 2011
Exhibition and Convoy

25 - 28 November 2011

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
by

Tina Schaarschmidt
Mission:

Pro- ICAT: Accessible Tourism Promotes National Development. 




Conference, Exhibition, Convoy & Passion, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Organizer:

Beautiful Gate Foundation For The Disabled

Contact: 

PRO-ICAT EVENT
Address: 

29, Jalan SS2/59,
47300 Petaling Jaya,

Selangor, Malaysia.

Tel: (603) 7873 6579 or (603) 7875 8609

Email: pro-icat@beautifulgate.org.my

Contact persons: 
DPI/AP
Ms.Saowalak Thongkuay

  
Mobile: 668-1-558-1903

  
Email: saowalak@dpiap.org

Mr. Wansao Chaiyakul

  
Mobile: 66-8-1-978-4383

  
Email: wansao@dpiap.org

Address

92 Phaholyothin 5 Road, Samsennai, 

Phayathai Bangkok 10400 THAILAND

Tel: 66 (0)2 271-2123

Fax: 66 (0)2 271-2124
Duration:
25- 28 November 2011
Mission members:  3 persons
	No.
	Name
	Position
	Remark

	1.
	Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay
	Regional Development Officer
	Mission Leader

	2.
	Mr. Wansao Chaiyakul
	Coordinator, accessible Tourism
	Member

	3.
	Ms. Tina Schaarschmidt
	Information support
	Member


Aims:

1. To introduce DPI-AP as the regional organization to promote accessible tourism for all in Asia Pacific region.

2. To introduce DPI-AP as tourism industry's partner to promote accessible tourism in term of business. 

3. To promote the 5th ICAT 2013 held in Thailand
4. To sharing the experience and exchange the perspective of persons with disabilities on tourism industry. 

5. To build a partnership and networking on promote accessible tourism as tourism industry
The mission’s methods:

1. To attend the Pro-ICAT: Accessible Tourism Promotes National Development. Conference: Exhibition: Convoy & Passion, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 

2. To set up the exhibition booth show on DPIAP accessible tourism tour operator;
3. To make networking with the delegate whom attend the conference
Outcomes: 
1. Partnership with Accessible tourism network, tourism industry and organization related in tourism; 

2. DPIAP as the main regional Disabled People Organization to promote accessible tourism;
3. DPIAP is the tourism industry, providing the accessible tourism as business sector in Thailand; 

4. Promote accessible tourism as one of the tool on disability awareness
Mission Program 
	Time 
	Program 
	Remark

	Day 1 (25 November 2011)
	
	

	06.00
	Arrival of Mission Team and other International participants and registration
	

	19.00
	Welcoming Dinner and Photo Contest Prizes presentation 
	Pearl International Hotel


	Day 2 (26 November 2011)
	
	

	08.00 am  – 02.00 pm
	Pro ICAT Conference 
	Sunway Resort & Spa Hotel

	10.00 am – 09.00 pm
	Pro ICAT Exhibition 
	Sunway Pyramid

	10.00 am – 17.00 pm
	Singing and Dancing children coloring contest 
	Sunway Pyramid

	07.00 pm – 09.00 pm
	Mini concert by local artist
	Sunway Pyramid

	Day 3 (27 November 2011)
	
	

	07.30 am  – 11.30 am
	Convoy at Sunway Pyramid
	

	10.00 am – 09.00 pm
	Pro ICAT Exhibition 
	Sunway Pyramid

	12.00 pm – 01.00 pm
	Closing Ceremony 
	Sunway Pyramid

	03.00 pm – 04.00 pm
	Meeting to form a coalition for yearly disability awareness campaign
	

	Day 4 (28 November 2011)
	
	

	09.00 am – 09.00 pm
	City Tour 
	

	09.00 pm
	The missions team depart form KL
	TG 418


Report about accessible tourism promotes national development
Beautiful Gate Foundation for the Disabled, together with Disabled Peoples’ International Asia Pacific, Malaysia Confederation of The Disabled and other disabilities related NGOs organized this first of its kind PRO-ICAT event in Malaysia. All of the activities and programs were designed to disseminate practical knowledge and information on accessible tourism as well as to create awareness towards accessible tourism and a barrier-free society to the public.

The PRO-ICAT event took place from the 25th until the 27th of November. The aim behind this 3-days event was to encourage and promote accessible tourism in Malaysia, to create public awareness on the importance of a barrier free environment and an inclusive society. Furthermore it was to promote the International Conference on Accessible Tourism 2013.

This special event was a 3 in 1 program because a conference, an exhibition and a convoy was organized. All in all the event should promote an understanding of the disabled community and their ways of life because there are many key aspects that influences them in their daily lives i.e. transportation, accessibility, academic, income, social stigma, health, skills and government policy. The community of persons with disabilities has to fight for their independent living on these aspects and they need to bring awareness to the general public as well as to create more interaction between the disabled and able-bodied through this event.
At the first day there was a welcoming dinner and the prizes for the photo contest were given to their winners. DPI/AP was the sponsor for this. Besides there was a great show from the beautiful gate performing arts troupe.

At the 2nd day the conference took place at the Sunway Resort & Spa Hotel and Ms Sia Siew Chin the executive director of the Beautiful Gate Foundation for the Disabled presented and welcomed the international participants. Besides the chief representative of the Japan International Agency Mr. Nagae Tsutomo, Tony Pua a member of the parliament of Petaling Jaya North and as well as Josep Kwan, who is the global chair of the RI International Commission on Technology and Accessibility were the speakers of this 1st conference on accessible tourism in Malaysia. After these speeches there were 3 Panels. The first one was about Accessible Tourism Promotes Regional Development with Emma Li-Chia Lee, who is the senior specialist for international affairs and member of the Asia Pacific Disability Forum and Judy Wee, who belongs to the Founder and Principal Consultant LevelField Consultants. The second panel had the theme Accessible Tourism Promotes National Economic and Dato’ Mah Hassan, the president of Malaysia Confederation of the Disabled and Prof. Dr. Tiun Ling Ta were invited. The third Panel called Barriers to Accessible Tourism and had four participants. After the lunch the exhibition tour started.
Various parties set up an exhibition on their interesting packages and facilities on accessible tourism. The Association for the Blind, the federation of the Deaf in Malaysia and as well as DPI/AP who promoted accessible tourism and introduced themselves as tour operator and as the regional organization for all in Asia Pacific. Furthermore DPI/AP promoted accessible tourism as an industry partner in terms of business. DPI/AP shared the experiences and exchanged the perspective of persons with disabilities on tourism industry. During the exhibition there were singing and dancing performances on the stage.
On the 3rd day not only peoples with disabilities also elderly were invited to join the convoy. Ms Sia Siew Chin welcomed the participants and opened the convoy. The participants donned a T-shirt from the PRO-ICAT event, made a line and walked a circle along the street around the Sunway Resort. After this 1 ½ hour convoy the performances on stage went on. A wheelchair dancing performance and other concerts through different interpreters took place and after the closing ceremony the event ends.
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Ms Saowalak Thongkuay signed the certificates for the winners of the photo contest.
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Ms Saowalak handed over the certificates to the participants of the photo contest.
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The conference room at Sunway Resort Hotel&Spa.
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The bills at the exhibition from DPI/AP. Ms Saowalak, Ms Tina and Mr Wansao in front of their exhibition to promote accessible tourism.
The participants from the convoy.
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