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Report of the Regional Conference on raising awareness of the ASEAN Disability Forum (ADF): A platform of engagement for DPOs and multi-stakeholders to promote and implement the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities.

Opening Session 29/03/2012:

In his welcoming speech, Mr. Ngin Saorath spoke on the importance of the ratification of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the states yet to ratify the convention, and implementation for the states that have already ratified. He highlighted the constant challenges facing persons with disabilities such as living below the poverty line, lack of employment and educational opportunities and accessibility. He emphasized that persons with disabilities should live in dignity and participate fully and freely in the society, and hoped that this conference would inspire and raise awareness to other ASEAN nations. Mr Saorath expressed his thanks for the support and assistance received from the Cambodian government, ASEAN embassies, funders, organizers and co-ordinators and the Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the protocol organization. He also thanked His Excellency Minister Ith Sam Heng for taking the time to come and officiate at the opening ceremony of the conference today. 

In Ms Saowalak’s opening statement, she gave thanks to the Cambodian government and all involved stakeholders for the support in organizing the conference. She spoke on globalization and the interconnectedness of the world we live in, and how regional cooperation should feature highly in the promotion and implementation of the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities in the region. Finally, she expressed the hope that all delegates would contribute to and benefit from the enriching discussions sure to follow during the two day event.

His Excellency Mr Ith Sam Heng, in his opening remarks expressed his pleasure at opening the ceremony and noted that he was proud that Disabled Peoples’ International organization had allowed Cambodia the opportunity to host this important event and welcomed all delegates to the event. He said he appreciated the collaboration of all involved stakeholders to ensure this workshop would be a success. Mr Ith Sam Heng advised that the theme of the conference was in line with the Cambodian government’s plans to empower persons with disabilities. As disability is a cross cutting issue, he noted, it needed to be addressed both nationally as well as regionally. 

He further advised that Cambodia was committed to the human rights of persons with disabilities and equal opportunities for all. The government’s policies included the law of protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities which was 

enacted in July 2009.He stressed some of the Cambodian government’s initiatives included the protection of landmine survivors, reduction of poverty rates, increasing the support for disaster emergency relief, promoting the welfare of vulnerable groups, and also that they were in the process of ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Mr Ith Sam Heng further advised that a sub-decree was in place for an employment quota for persons with disabilities, and for supporting poor persons with disabilities in the community. He believed that this conference would allow civil societies to learn more about disabled peoples’ organizations and work together in harmony to improve the quality of life of persons with disabilities. Mr. Ith Sam Heng finished his speech by saying the delegates in the conference should focus on understanding and learning from the speakers and best practices being shared. 

World Bank Report

  Miss Maria Reina stated that there had been over 380 contributors that had contributed to the report, with persons with disabilities playing a central role in the process. She emphasized that 15% of the world’s population were persons with disabilities and the figure was rising due to people living longer and chronic diseases affecting people’s lives. She also stated that the report had found that there were large inequalities present among persons with disabilities, with women, poorer people, and older persons more likely to be persons with disabilities. The report also found that disabling barriers were widespread all over the world.

For persons with disabilities, this produced outcomes such as poorer health, less economic participation, lower education and higher poverty. She spoke of increased dependency such as institutionalization and reduced participation of persons with disabilities.

Miss Reina stressed that disability was complex and difficult to measure as there was a lack of consistency and definitions and methodologies, and that there was a need to use correct methods of measurement such as the ICF – International classification of functioning.

She raised a number of challenges in data collection of disability statistics and outlined some possible solutions such as reforming national policy and legislation, improved service delivery and social protection among others. There was a need to deinstitutionalize, improve affordability of services and goods, as well as expand community services in order to better address challenges of disability.

In the question and answer session, Ms Reina was asked how the World Bank and UNCRPD could be used to influence the human rights of persons with disabilities. She responded by saying Article 8 from the convention, on raising awareness at different levels and large investments in long term goals such as education were necessary.

Keynote speech of the Deputy Secretary General of the Socio-Cultural Community

Mr. Misran Karmain began by emphasizing that mainstreaming disability in ASEAN was a priority, in order to produce inclusive and equal access for all. He added that the ASEAN Social Cultural Community recognizes disability issues and advocates for:

1. Social welfare and protection

2. Social justice and rights protection such as capacity building, rehabilitation, sharing best practices and the participation of persons with disabilities in decision making

3. Human development such as skills development and entrepreneurship

He focused on some of the ways ASEAN was taking a lead on disability issues such as in the formulation of the Bali Declaration in November 2011, declaring the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities and the Strategic Framework and its initiatives e.g. GO-NGO Forum, ASEAN +3 network, capacity building etc.

During the question and answer session that followed, Mr Karmain spoke on the application of affiliation status for the ASEAN Disability Forum which had been submitted to ASEAN earlier this year. He advised in its present form that the application could not be approved for a couple of reasons including that:

1. The application was submitted under Disabled Peoples’ International- Asia Pacific (DPIAP) The ASEAN Disability Forum (ADF) needed to be submitted under its own name to be considered for affiliation status.

2. ASEAN CSO membership was confined to ASEAN nationals yet the application included details of disabled people’s organization from East Timor, which was not an ASEAN state, therefore the Secretariat could not consider the application.

Speech by the Secretary General of NEP

Ms Napa Settakhorn explained that Thailand had evolved from a charity based approach to a human rights based and inclusive approach over the years. She further explained that disability issues were important to Thailand hence the active involvement in the drafting of the UNCRPD. In 2011 Thailand had successfully proposed the ASEAN Decade for persons with disabilities to the ASEAN Secretariat which was presented in the Bali Declaration in November 2011.

Plenary 1: Platform of Action: ASEAN Disability Forum

During this session, Ms Rina Prasarani from Disabled Peoples’ International, Indonesia read out the Bali Declaration that recognized the ASEAN Disability Forum and declared 2011-2020 to be the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities.

She also explained that in 2011, while Indonesia was the ASEAN chair, persons with disabilities in the country seized the opportunity to strongly advocate for the Indonesian government to ratify the Convention on the rights of Persons with Disabilities. This opportunity was taken as the ASEAN Summit was to be held in November 2011 and would proclaim the Bali Declaration on the enhancement of the role and participation of the persons with disabilities in the ASEAN community. As the host country, it was important that Indonesia ratify the convention. Indonesia ratified the Convention prior to the Bali Summit in November 2011.

The role of DPIAP in supporting its members and ADF

This presentation was made by Ms Saowalak Thongkuay who spoke on the ASEAN Disability Forum as a vehicle of engagement for all persons with disability within the region using all international and regional tools such as the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF) and Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). She stressed that the Forum belonged to all persons with disabilities and disabled peoples’ organisations and as such that the responsibilities and achievements belonged to them.

Engagement of Cambodian DPOs movement and its structure to ADF 

Mr. Ngin Saorath introduced the ASEAN Disability Forum, its background and role, and spoke about the way forward. ADF was an initiative from DPOs in ASEAN with the joint effort of the ASEAN governments, Civil Society, Business Sector, Disabled Persons’ Organizations, media, parents associations of persons with disabilities, and other actors with an interest in mainstreaming disability perspectives within the region.
He mentioned the objectives of ADF as mainstreaming disability perspectives within the ASEAN policy framework, within the existing Human rights mechanisms and the three pillars, as well as promoting the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities.

The function of the ADF is to provide a synergy between the grassroots level and policy formulation level, as well as to provide a platform for all the stakeholders to share good practices and discuss disability issues. 

Mr. Saorath emphasized the importance of relations with ASEAN and the ADF. The ADF is recognized under the ASEAN Strategic Framework on Social Welfare and Development and is currently looking to gain accreditation as a civil society organisation of ASEAN. 

In speaking about the outcomes of the ADF, he highlighted the formal ADF inauguration which took place in September 2011 in Bangkok, and the ASEAN Summit in Bali in November 2011, during which the Bali Declaration on the enhancement of the role and participation of Persons with Disabilities in the ASEAN community was adopted.
Workshop breakout sessions

Group 1 Ratification of UNCRPD and its impact on disability rights

This group found that persons with disabilities need to understand the CRPD and know how to use it, and also needed to define and articulate their needs and rights. Educating government officials was important as well as the harmonization of domestic laws with the CRPD. Forming partnerships and coalitions was deemed important at both a national and regional level. 

Group 2: Experience of employability and decent work for persons with disabilities

The group focused on the employment initiatives from governments in the region (e.g. Singapore and Cambodia) towards persons with disabilities and concluded that there was no ‘one size fits all’ strategy. Each country had its own policy and what would work in one country may not necessarily be successful in another country such as a quota system. There was however a need to share employment best practices in the region among the countries.

Group 3: The movement of severe disability through Independent Living and the Parents Association

The findings from this topic exploration centred on the independent living concept which started in 1972 in the United States, and which began in this region in Japan in 1986. Independent living especially has a focus on persons with very severe disabilities and the personal assistance system which allows them to live more independent lives.

Group 4: Women with disabilities and their leadership role to the ASEAN Commission on Women and Children

This group found that there was no or very little research on women with disabilities in the world and also addressed the multiple discriminations that these women faced. Very few women with disabilities stood for political office to advance this vulnerable group and so were unable to influence policy makers effectively to lobby their cause. The group stressed that equality was very important and encouraged all stakeholders to get involved in ASEAN. With regards to children with disabilities, one of the biggest concerns was the lack of access to education.

Group 5: ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism and Disability (AICHR)

The group concluded that there was a strong need for persons with disabilities to learn about and understand the ASEAN mechanisms to be able to use them effectively. They recommended that disabled people’s organization focal points in each ASEAN country should speak to AICHR representatives at least twice a year on disability matters. If disabled people’s organisations were unable to contact AICHR directly themselves, then they should collaborate with other civil society organisations in other fields with access to AICHR and use this channel to voice their concerns. This group also expressed that sharing of knowledge management and best practice methods was vital for countries in the region.

Group 6: Inclusive Policy on Natural Disasters Risk Management

This group advocated for all governments in the region to have an inclusive policy on disaster risk management for the various disasters constantly affecting the region such as floods, tsunamis, earthquakes etc. They stressed those vulnerable persons such as elderly persons and people with disabilities needed to be prioritized during times of disaster emergency relief and response.   

Day 2: 30/3/2012

How Cambodia’s practices link to international Practices

The NPA, disability policy and CRPD

Mr. Nhem Sareth, Disability Advisor of the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation presented on the subject of the National Plan of Action for Persons with Disabilities including Landmine/EWR Survivors, disability policy and the CRPD.

Mr. Sareth shared detailed information on the situation of disability in Cambodia and explained that the Ministry has 14 key stakeholders that work on disabilities matters. 

Decades of war and the darkness of genocide have left significant difficulties for Cambodian society. Landmines and other explosive remnants of war have caused high rates of physical disabilities. There have been almost 64,000 landmine and other explosive remnants of war casualties recorded. 

He advised that Persons with disabilities everyday faced poverty, discrimination, fewer opportunities to participate in all spheres of society, not being considered for inclusion or provided with equal opportunities 

He added that some of the challenges faced by the government included that service provision was most often delivered by NGOs, and in some areas a lack of services, lack of coordination and/or collaboration, and unnecessary competition among stakeholders affected program efficiency.
Cambodia has a National Plan of Action for Persons with Disabilities including Landmine/ERW Survivors 2009-2011 which was adopted in August 2009. This plan was developed in the framework promoted by the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention. The framework for victim assistance was viewed as an opportunity to take the first steps in articulating specific, measurable, and realistic objectives relevant to the disability sector as a whole .It was important that victim assistance efforts should not discriminate against people injured or disabled from other causes. Victim assistance should also be part of broader contexts including disability and development. Mr. Sareth stressed that together all stakeholders must continually push for the full implementation of laws, policies and plans to promote the well-being of all persons with disabilities. 

Quota system in Cambodia and the link to the disability law to promote employability and decent work.
Mr. Lao Veng, Director of the Disability Action Council (DAC) and  Secretariat, Representative of DAC and MOSVY presented on the topic of the quota system in Cambodia .

He explained that the disability law enabled persons with disabilities to have effective access to general technical and vocational and continuing training. This law had helped in: 

1. Developing opportunities for self employment, entrepreneurship, the development of cooperatives and starting one’s own business.

2. Promoting vocational and professional rehabilitation, job retention and return to work programmers for persons with disabilities

He mentioned that the Royal Government of Cambodia signed the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on October 1, 2007 and is currently in the process of ratifying this convention. 


He spoke further on the Law on the Protection and the Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities emphasizing that the state should give due attention to promoting livelihoods for persons with disabilities. This was to be in conformity with the national economic situation.

             Mr. Veng also highlighted that the State was committed to ensuring sufficient vocational training institutions were established for persons with disabilities which would provide free training to poor persons with disabilities or military veterans with disabilities. 

CRPD and International Cooperation

Mr Jame Heenan began by drawing attention to the focus on international human rights and how international cooperation is necessary for all human rights, and not just disability rights. Prior to the CRPD, there existed various treaties and instruments specifying disability rights such as the Convention of the Rights of the Child which has a provision on children with disabilities and CEDAW which has a general framework for disability. He advised that the benefits of a rights based approach was that an agreed upon framework was established that can be applied internationally, and could also be measured. States, in ratifying international instruments such as treaties and conventions, have a clear idea of the expectations involved and as such have a responsibility as the primary duty bearers to ensure compliance of the instrument. He further explained that both national and international cooperation is required to fulfill human rights obligations. Mr Heenan gave the example of Spain as a signatory to a convention that stipulates that states have a responsibility to fulfill national obligations but are also bound by international cooperation for instance as regards accessibility. Not only is Spain expected to fulfill national obligations with regard to accessibility but also in international cooperation. International cooperation requires that Spain in providing development assistance should have ‘enhancing accessibility’ as a component or requirement of the donation/assistance being extended.

He added that many countries are unable to comply fully with some things such as reasonable accommodations which are costly and beyond the budget of developing countries. However eventually with time, these too could be accommodated.

Mr Heenan also spoke on challenges facing states in implementing the CRPD and other conventions such as:

· Fatigue of conventions reporting

· Some states not ratifying conventions until in full compliance with all articles e.g. the United States.

· Some articles are misunderstood and misrepresented e.g. reasonable accommodation and states are hesitant about agreeing to comply with these.

· Some nations already have national laws regarding disability and feel ratifying the convention is unnecessary.

He did however mention that ratifying conventions also brought with it benefits such as access to funding, access to best practices and international cooperation. He mentioned that it was important to explain to states the benefits of ratification, as well as making sure the treaty or convention remained on the agenda and was not allowed to fade away.

Plenary 2 Expectation and support for international cooperation through the ASEAN Decade.
1. Ms DianaYusdiana and Mr Christian Donn spoke about the importance of political participation as mentioned in Article 7 of the Bali Declaration and Article 13 of the CRPD.

AGENDA was the first regional initiative in South East Asia for political participation. Challenges faced in establishing it included:

· Having no previous model to learn from

· Limited resources

· DPO activities are very broad, and politics and research are not considered a priority.

· Funding provided to DPOs is project based and not core funding and the funding provided is minimal for human rights.

They shared that electoral processes were a good vehicle for raising disability awareness, which helps lead to other human rights, and that building a regional network with a strong focus on capacity building was paramount. Important too was that an inclusive process was necessary at all stages of political participation.

Australian Red Cross (ARC)
Mr David Curtis explained that the Cambodia Initiative for Disability Inclusion (CIDI) had shifted its focus from purely landmines’ survivors to disability inclusive development for the larger persons with disabilities populations.

Their objectives include supporting an enabling policy environment together with the Cambodian government, capacity development to civil society and working together with the Cambodian Red Cross. 

Some of the outcomes of this collaboration include:

· Self dignity and building both the capacity and self confidence of persons with disabilities

· Improved livelihoods

· Safer, stronger, closer communities.

AusAid

Miss Megan McCoy spoke about AusAid’s strategy of employing a twin track approach which included:

· Creating disability specific initiatives such as support to DPOs and the Cambodian government 

· Mainstreaming disability by targeting all sectors and non-specific institutions.

AusAid takes Article 32 of the CRPD very seriously and is committed to meeting Australia’s obligations under the convention. AusAid is further committed to building evidence based research and sharing best practices, and acts to help address how more organizations, institutions and sectors that want to become more disability inclusive may do so.

Some of AusAid’s current initiatives in South East Asia include:

· Working in Laos under article 24 for inclusive, better quality information on education for the government to be able to implement

·  Working in Indonesia in inclusive education and accessibility in schools which had resulted in a number of schools being ramp accessible and with inclusive toilets.

Ms McCoy further stressed that AusAid has a gradual and staged approach in Asia with the current disability focus being on East Timor and Cambodia.

USAid

Mr. Flynn Fuller of USAid began mentioning persons with disabilities as one of the most vulnerable groups enduring various discriminations, stigma and exclusion. He said USAid was working in Cambodia to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities by USAid funded programs and activities. In 2005, a disability fund was created which supports over 30 countries. USAid has also been supporting Veteran International in Cambodia for 20 years which started out with providing prosthetics and other assistive devices to land mine victims in 1991. Mr Fuller added that the US was committed to equity for persons with disabilities all over the world in spite of the limited funding that was currently available.

Aide et Action

Mr. Vorn Samphors from the organization highlighted Aide et Action’s commitment to disability by supporting, empowering and mainstreaming disability perspectives wherever they worked. He explained the organization believed in education for all and was active in 28 countries worldwide. Some of the themes they worked under in South East Asia included access to quality education, early childhood, post emergency and disaster prevention and persons with disabilities were included in these activities. Aide et Action was continuously involved in advocacy, recruitment of persons with disabilities, best practice sharing, mainstreaming and coordinating activities with DPOs and NGOs.

SIDA

Ms Christine Lundberg stated that Sweden was one of the few countries that committed 1% of the national budget to development cooperation. Much of this funding was done through SIDA- Swedish International Development Agency. The agency had done much to improve lives and sustainable initiatives in human rights and was interested in civil societies working in the region and in ASEAN.

SIDA had set up a working group to create a work plan for persons with disabilities in 2009 and implementation was currently underway. The focus of the plan was on equal dignity, equal access, freedom from discrimination and combating exclusion. 

Ms Lundberg spoke of some of the partnerships that SIDA had developed with regards to disability, such as Disability rights Promotion International (DRPI) which was based in Canada but worked in different regions. SIDA also provides support to the United Nations Special Reporter on Disability.

CBM Cambodia

Mr. Ngy San explained the role of the Christian Blind Mission (CBM) as one of the largest disability organizations in the world in improving the lives of persons with disabilities. The organizations has been in operation for a hundred years and works in over 70 countries with its headquarters based in Germany. Initially CBM focused on eye care and ear care but had gradually expanded this to community based rehabilitation (CBR). CBM has been working in Cambodia since 1993 and formed partnerships with other organizations to avoid overlapping resources, as well as working closely with the Cambodian government to ensure disability inclusive development.
