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Report

Regional Roundtable Discussion on Violence against Children
15 - 16 December 2011

EDSA Shangri - La Hotel, Manila, Philippines

Mission:
Regional Roundtable Discussion on Violence against Children
Organizer:

Child Rights Coalition Asia (CRC Asia)
Contact Persons: 
CRC Asia




Ryan V. Silverio (Mr.)





Convenor, CRC Asia




Telefax: +632-3766388




Mobile: +63917-8797710




Email:
rsilverio@childrightscoalitionasia.org 

Address:  

Child Rights Coalition Asia (CRC Asia)

Unit 1501 Future Point Plaza 1,

112 Panay Avenue, Quezon City, Philippines

Contact person: 
DPI/AP
Chona Sabo (Ms.)
  
Regional Officer-DRPI-AP

Email: chona_drpi@dpiap.org 

Address

Disabled Peoples’ International – Asia Pacific

92 Phaholyothin 5 Road, Samsennai, 

Phayathai Bangkok 10400 THAILAND

Tel: 66 (0)2 271-2123

Fax: 66 (0)2 271-2124
Duration:

15 - 16 December 2011
Aims:

· To orient CRC Asia members and networks about the process and outcomes of the UN Study on Violence Against Children;

· To provide updates about the progress made in addressing the recommendations derived from the UN Study on Violence Against Children;

· To develop a common perspective on and approaches to address VAC taking into consideration regional particularities or specificities.

The mission’s methods:

1. Attend the Regional Roundtable Discussion on Violence against Children
      2.   To deepen the understanding of the members and networks of CRC Asia on the definition of violence against children, its causes, manifestations and recommended actions at the country and regional levels. The intention is to enable CRC Asia to develop a shared perspective and position on the matter as well as recommendations to guide regional level advocacy.

Outcomes:
· Understanding of the common definition of VAC;

· Collated information concerning progress and challenges faced in addressing the recommendations of the UN Study on VAC;

· Common approaches and programmatic recommendations to address VAC.

Mission Program 

Regional Roundtable Discussion on Violence against Children 

14-17 December 2011
EDSA Shangrila Hotel, Manila, Philippines

DAY 1  

14 DECEMBER 2011                                                                                               

	Time
	Activity
	Remarks

	15:05 – 19:15
	Depart from Bangkok & arrive in Manila
	(TG 624)


DAY 2


15 DECEMBER 2011
	09:00 - 09-30
	Welcome Remarks and Expectations Check
	Speaker: Usec. Alicia Bala, Philippine Representative to the ASEAN Commission on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC)


	09:30 - 10:30
	The UN Study on VAC: Background, Outcomes and Recommendations
Objective:

· To discuss the mandate of the independent expert; 

· To describe the process undertaken in coming up with the UN Study on VAC;
· To explain the key findings and recommendations;

· To discuss updates concerning the follow-up to the UN Study on VAC
	Speaker: Dr. Elizabeth De Castro, Executive Director, Psychosocial Support and Children’s Rights Center, and Member, NGO Advisory Panel for the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children


	10:30 - 11:00
	Break
	

	11:00 – 12:00
	Survey of UN CRC Concluding Observations relevant to the issue of VAC

Objective:

· To determine the extent of CRC Committees consideration of the issue of VAC in countries in Southeast Asia;
· To identify good practices and gaps in addressing VAC at country level;
· To map out the recommendations of UN CRC Committee to states in addressing VAC.
	Speaker: Eva Maria Cayanan, Regional Adviser, Child Rights Governance and Protection, Save the Children Sweden

	12:00 – 13:30
	Lunch
	

	13:30 - 15:00
	Violence Against Children in Specific Contexts
Objectives:

· To discuss global and regional standards, definitions and situation concerning VAC in specific contexts;

· To identify common challenges and responses to VAC;

· To identify gaps in policies and programmatic responses.
Themes that will be covered during this session:

· Corporal punishment

· Violence against migrant children

· Violence against children in armed conflict situations

· Gender-based violence against children

· Violence against children on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity
	Proposed Speakers:

Corporal Punishment
Wilma Banaga, Child Protection and Child Rights Adviser, Save the Children Philippines
VAC and Migrant Children  Edelweiss Silan, Save the Children UK

VAC in armed conflict situations 

Cristina Lomoljo, Board Member, Southeast Asia Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers
Gender-based Violence against children

TBC
Violence against children on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity
Ging Cristobal, International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission

Violence against children with disabilities

Chona Sabo,
Regional Officer – Disability Rights Promotion International – Asia Pacific Region (DRPI-AP) 

on behalf of Saowalak Thongkuay
Disabled People’s International Asia Pacific Region

(DPIAP)



	15:00 – 15:30
	Break
	

	15:30 - 16:30
	Continuation: Violence Against Children in Specific Contexts
	

	16:30 – 17:00
	Synthesis and Closing
	

	09:00 - 09:30
	Welcome Remarks and Expectations Check
	Speaker: Usec. Alicia Bala, Philippine Representative to the ASEAN Commission on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC)


	09:30 - 10:30
	The UN Study on VAC: Background, Outcomes and Recommendations
Objective:

· To discuss the mandate of the independent expert; 

· To describe the process undertaken in coming up with the UN Study on VAC;
· To explain the key findings and recommendations;

· To discuss updates concerning the follow-up to the UN Study on VAC
	Speaker: Dr. Elizabeth De Castro, Executive Director, Psychosocial Support and Children’s Rights Center, and Member, NGO Advisory Panel for the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children



DAY 3


16 DECEMBER 2011
	09:00 - 09:30
	Highlights of the Discussion
	

	09:30 – 10:30
	Government and CSO’s responses to the Follow-up of UN Study on VAC

Objective:

· To share updates concerning plans, programmes and actions undertaken both by government and CSO’s in addressing the recommendations from the UN Study on VAC;

· To identify challenges encountered at country level.
	Member and partner organizations of CRC Asia will be requested to share information on the following:

· What are the specific issues/themes pertaining to VAC the organization/agency has responded to?

· What are the specific responses undertaken?

· What are the good practices that have been identified?

· What are the challenges and gaps encountered?

· What are the recommendations in enhancing responses to VAC?

	10:30 – 11:00
	Break
	

	11:00 – 12:00
	Continuation: Government and CSO’s responses to the Follow-up of UN Study on VAC


	

	12:00 – 13:00
	Lunch
	

	13:00 – 14:00
	Breakout Discussions

	The participants will be divided into groups according to the key categories of recommendations based on the UN Study on VAC or common themes that have been identified in the previous discussions.

	14:00 – 15:00
	Presentation of Group Reports
	

	15:30 – 16:00
	Break
	

	16:00 – 17:00
	Continuation of Group Reports and Synthesis
	


DAY 4  

17 DECEMBER 2011                                                                                               

	12:55 - 15:10
	Depart from Manila & arrive in Bangkok
	(TG 621)


Report on Regional Roundtable Discussion on Violence against Children 
The Regional Roundtable Discussion on Violence against Children was started with a welcome remark from Child Rights Coalition Asia (CRC Asia) and followed by the introduction of the participants. The first session was initiated by Usec. Alicia Bala, Philippine Representative to the ASEAN Commission on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC). She gave a brief overview about ASEAN and ACWC. The UN Study on VAC: Background, Outcomes and Recommendations were presented by Dr. Elizabeth De Castro, Executive Director, Psychosocial Support and Children’s Rights Center, and Member, NGO Advisory Panel for the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children. She mentioned that children’s survival, protection and development should be given priority, children’s views should be heard and given due weight and children of every race, creed and colour should be given equal treatments. While, Eva Maria Cayanan, Regional Adviser, Child Rights Governance and Protection, Save the Children in Sweden presented the survey of UN CRC Committee to states in addressing VAC.

In the afternoon the topic is all about Violence against Children in specific context. The purpose is to discuss the global and regional standards, definitions and situation concerning VAC in specific context, identify common challenges and responses to VAC and identify gaps in policies and programmatic responses. Ms. Wilma Banaga of Child protection, Civil Society and Civil Rights Adviser, Save the Children Philippines, talked about Corporal Punishment. She identified corporal punishment as one of the many forms of violence that a majority of children experience, corporal punishment is the: most common, most pervasive and yet least reported and least recognized as a form of violence. The Violence against Children (VAC) and migrant Children was presented by Edelweiss Silan, Regional Cross-Border Programme Director of Save the Children UK. Violence against Children (VAC) in armed conflict situations was presented by Cristina Lomoljo, Board Member, and Southeast Asia Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. According to one respondent, “it (the conflict) has affected our right to education because the war has caused suffering and loss of livelihoods and income to support schooling...” And on behalf of Saowalak Thongkuay, Regional development Officer of Disabled peoples’ International- Asia Pacific (DPI/AP), I presented about Violence against Children with Disabilities. Several theories of child abuse state that children with disabilities faces increased risk of being abused, stigmatized and marginalized of all the worlds children. While all children are at risk of being a victim of violence, children with disabilities find themselves at significantly increased risk because of stigma, negative traditional beliefs and ignorance. Lack of social support, limited opportunities for education, employment or participation in the community further isolates children with disabilities and their families, leading to increased level of stress and hardship. Children with disabilities also are often targeted by abusers, who see them as easy victims. While, violence against children on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity was presented by Ging Cristobal, Project Coordinator for Asia and Pacific Islands of International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights commission. She made mentioned the triple discrimination lesbian and gay children receives including being judge as the black ship in their family and the subject of ridicule in the society. 
On the second day, a recapped was done of what was being discussed in the previous day. The meeting started with the discussion on Government and CSO’s responses to the follow-up of UN study on Violence against Children (VAC). Member and partner organization of CRC Asia shared information on the specific issues/themes pertaining to VAC that the organization or agency has responded to, the specific responses undertaken, identified the good practices, the challenges and gaps being encountered and the recommendations in enhancing responses to VAC. The discussion ended with recommendations from the group.
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