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Declaration on the Right to Development

This Declaration lays emphasis on the human being as the central subject of development and declares the right to development is an inalienable human right which all peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to and benefit from, by virtue of being human beings. In so saying, the Declaration considers that international peace and security are necessary conditions for the realization of the right to development. International peace and security as well as other conditions that support and are favourable to the development of individuals and peoples, is the primary responsibility of their States and all efforts to promote and protect human rights should be accompanies by efforts to establish a new international economic order. The utmost effort must be made to achieve international peace and security.

The Articles state:

Equality of opportunity for all peoples is an integral part of the right to development in which every human being is entitled to participate in and enjoy economic, social, political and cultural freedoms. The right to development also implies the full realization of peoples to self determination and sovereignty over all their natural wealth and resources.

All human beings have a responsibility for development both individually and collectively with respect to their human rights and freedoms as well as their duties to their community. States are charged with the duty to formulate appropriate national development policies to constantly improve the well-being of the entire population in fair distributions of benefits resulting from development.

The primary responsibility for the realization of favorable conditions to the right to development falls on the State and requires respect and adherence to international law with respect to friendly international cooperation. Stares bear the responsibility to realize their rights and fulfill their duties to promote an international atmosphere based on sovereign equality, interdependence, mutual interest and cooperation. Sustained action is required to promote more rapid development of developing countries. 

States also have the responsibility to take resolute steps to eliminate flagrant violations of human rights.

All States should cooperate collectively to promote, encourage and strengthen universal respect for fundamental freedoms and human rights. Important to note is that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdependent and equal and urgent attention should be given to the implementation, promotion and protection of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.

At the national level, States should undertake all measures needed for the realization of the right to development and should ensure equality of opportunity for all peoples in their access to basic resources, education, health services, food, housing, employment and fair distribution of income. Importantly, effective measures need to be undertaken to ensure women have an active role in the development process.

Steps should be taken at the national and international level to ensure the full exercise and progressive enhancement of the right to development, including the formulation, adoption and implementation of policy.

