Workshop on Peer counselor skill and Independent Living skill for the Independent Living of Deaf Persons 5 – 7 May 2012 at DPIAP office
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Workshop on Peer counselor skill and Independent Living skill for the Independent Living of Deaf Persons organized by Association of the Deaf of Chonburi funded by The National Health Security Office, Thailand. The workshop was held at Disabled Peoples’ International Asia Pacific office during 5 – 7 May 2012.

The 3 days workshop aim to develop Deaf persons to be peer counselors to restore self esteem and self reliance to encourage persons with disability confidently living independently and also exchange the experience, involving with how to changing the perspective on disability and step over the barrier in society for Deaf Persons to learning the IL’s philosophies that go forward to establish Chonburi’s Deaf Independent Living Center.
The First day, the workshop started with, to encourage the participants re checking their perspective on disability through the perspective and experience of Persons with Disabilities. The program started with self esteem and self reliance on the disability section, to acceptance and learning to live with the disabilities and step over the disability and mainstreaming to the society with the full participation with persons in society

The second section is capacity building of Disabled People Organization (DPOs) and PWDs. The participants take this opportunity to approach the idea and discussion the opinion how to push forward the movement of PWDs through the DPOs mechanism.

And the last section, Disability Equality Training (DET) the sensitize course for PWDs to start thinking what is the meaning of disability in their perspective and shifting ideas from Medical to Social Model perspective.  
The second day, introduction to Independent living philosophy, to learning what is the IL philosophy? In the afternoon, disability demonstration and field visit to Paragon shopping center by BTS sky train, were the part of IL skill section. Disability demonstration, the participants has the chance to demonstrate to visual impair persons, wheelchair persons and elderly person and learn that what is the barrier for PWDs in the society? During the field visit, participants assign to go to shopping and checking the price of product. Finally, the participants sharing the experience of disability demonstration and the atmosphere of communicate with people who cannot use sign language. 

The last day is peer counselor concept and practice, participate utilize the 2 day working link to the peer counselors to be the counselors for Deaf Persons in their community. 
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