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THE SIEM REAP STATEMENT
THE 2ND ASEAN DISABILITY FORUM

6th - 7th November 2012, Siem Reap Province, Kingdom of Cambodia
We, the representatives of the disability community of the member states of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) from Brunei Darussalam, Kingdom of Cambodia, Republic of Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Republic of the Philippines, Republic of Singapore , Kingdom of Thailand, and Socialist Republic of Vietnam participating in the Regional Conference on Raising Awareness of the ASEAN Disability Forum (ADF) - a platform of engagement for DPOs and   multi-stakeholders to promote and implement the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities, from 6-7 November 2012, in Siem Reap Province, organized by the Cambodian Disabled People’s Organisation in cooperation with Disabled Peoples’ International - Asia Pacific,
Appreciate the commitment of the Royal Government of Cambodia in particular the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation in ensuring the protection and the promotion of the rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Follow up the establishment of the ASEAN Community by 2015 made up of the 3 pillars namely the Political-Security Community, the Economic Community and the Socio- Cultural Community as laid down in the Phnom Penh Declaration (attached)
Refer and support the DPIAP Incheon Human Rights Declaration and UNESCAP Incheon strategy to Make the Right Real in the New Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2013-2022). 

Express great appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Korea for the successful development of the Incheon Human Rights Declaration and the New Asia Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2013-2022).
Do hereby agree to declare as follows:

1. To establish the Governing Board Committee of the ASEAN Disability Forum and take the necessary actions to become an accredited civil society organization of ASEAN henceforth.
2. ASEAN member states should consider rights based approach of persons with disabilities in their own policies with active participation of DPOs during development of the policies.
3. ASEAN member states should allocate budget to organize an annual ASEAN Disability Forum and support the objective of ADF and its activities to develop quality of life program for persons with disabilities.
4. ASEAN member states should implement the Incheon strategy in harmony with ASEAN Decade of Persons with disabilities and ASEAN Socio Cultural Framework. 
5. ASEAN member states should establish mechanism for sharing knowledge and technology to strengthen capacity of persons with disabilities including women, youth and parents/family.
6. ASEAN member states with participation involvement of DPOs must develop a binding guideline to ensure full accessibility, taking into consideration the principle of universal design as defined in article 2 of UNCRPD.
7. ASEAN member states should develop and promote the mechanism of independent living of persons with disabilities. 
8. To urge ASEAN secretariat and ASEAN bodies such as ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and ASEAN Commission on Women and Children (ACWC) to open more communication with DPOs and include disabilities issues in their program.
9. To ensure that the recommendations from the Phnom Penh Declaration in March 2012 and Siem Reap Statement in November 2012 are shared and disseminated during the ASEAN Civil Society Conference / ASEAN People’s Forum 2012 (ACSC/APF) in Phnom Penh and Siem Reap Province held concurrently in order to reflect disability perspectives within the final ACSC/ APF outcome documents to be submitted to the ASEAN Summit.
We, DPOs in ASEAN, encourage DPO in Brunei Darussalam and Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific (DPIAP) to organize the ASEAN Disability Forum (ADF) in 2013 in parallel with the ASEAN Summit.
End.

