Site Visit at Saraburi Province
9th February 2011

Persons in attendace: DPI-AP staff (Miyamoto, May, Mariam, Tum, Chona), Dr. Woraput from Aditya Birla Knowledge Centre. Leaders of Women with Disabilities Network and Municipal staff from Banmo District.
ADITYA BERLA KNOWLEDGE CENTRE

We were welcomed by Dr. Woraput together with some of his staff at Aditya Birla Knowledge Centre. After a short introduction about themselves and vice versa, they talked about some issues related to empowerment and accessibility for people with disabilities in their province.


We were brought to their knowledge centre and saw all the rooms that cater different skills training such as sewing/tailoring, handicrafts, electronics, computer and teaching English. 
Sewing


Persons of different ages and backgrounds were taught how to make different products out of sewing. We had seen those sewing uniforms for the workers in Aditya Birla Knowledge Centre.
Handicrafts


Though we didn’t see those making handicrafts, we were lucky to see those finish hand-made products. There was a room there where you can see all the handicrafts made by their trainees such as bags, dresses, stuffed toys, pouches, floral decors, souvenirs and hats. They even gave us two souvenirs which are currently displayed at the DPI-AP office.
Electronics


They also provide training to their trainees on how to fix different electronics problems. There were different machines, appliances and equipment to be tested by the trainees. They even give lectures and discuss some important key points in this course.

Computer


We were able to come and see their computer room. They have many computers that are available for the trainees to be used. They also give lectures using the white board. They want to strengthen computer literacy.
Teaching English


The last room we visited at the knowledge centre was the lecture room. They teach English to different participants like monks. They aim to help them become literate in English.

These are the current courses  offered at Aditya Birla Knowledge Centre. They are open to help different individuals with or without disability especially those less fortunate ones. They help them acquire different skills and after they are done with the process, they are encouraged to build their own business in line with their mastered skills. After they put up a business of their own, Aditya Birla Knowledge Centre will do the monitoring process in order to stay updated with the improvements of their trainees.

The Aditya Birla Centre’s vision is to assist disadvantaged peoples to achieve economic independence y providing skills training.
ACCESS AUDIT IN BANMO


We also got the chance to go to Banmo and conducted an access audit in one of the vacant establishment located nearby their municipal hall. This unused area is going to be the centre for Women with Disabilities Network of Banmo District.


The centre is not accessible especially for the wheel chair users. The passage ways are too narrow for wheel chairs. There arer steeps everywhere which contributes a lot to the difficulty of movement of a person with disabilities. The toilets need to be re-fitted because the space is not accessible yet. Some plans and suggestions were catered during the conversation and both parties agreed (municipal officer in charge and DPI-AP staff) to continue to help and link with each other in order to improve  the centre’s accessibility for the Women with Disability Network in Banmo District.
DPI-AP strengthens up their linkage to any other sectors so as to continue their partnership to all persons with disabilities in order to help them become empowered and successful in their chosen fields.

