


Summary of Disability Cluster on 4th May 2011
My name is Sureeporn Yupa from Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific organization Thailand. I am representative from session on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with a focus on Multiple-Discriminations.  
The disabilities cluster had as its topic of discussion during the workshop the subject of : The Right of Persons with Disabilities within ASEAN, with emphasis on Women with Disabilities and the barriers they face.
The first topic was presented by Ms.Maulani Rotinsulu from Indonesian Disabled People’s Association (PPCI) She spoke on the Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities in ASEAN and what its principles are. Ms Maulani’s counterpart Mr Heppy Sebayang then spoke on the political rights of persons with disabilities. He announced a new initiative- AGENDA- ASEAN General Election Network for Disabilities Access, which would work to enhance the capacity of DPOs to serve as specialized election monitors in the region.
The second presentation was conducted by Ms Rina Prasarani and Ms Ariani, the Chairperson, from Indonesian Association of Women with Disabilities. The subject matter was the empowerment of women with disabilities in Indonesia as well as the struggles and challenges faced in seeking their rights, The message was that women with disabilities were forgotten and usually left behind in spite of progress in the country. International instruments used to empower women with disabilities were discussed and included the Resolution on the ASEAN Pacific Decade for the disabled persons 1993-2002, the Biwako Millennium Framework 2002 and the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2006. There was also mention of the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women.
The third presentation was from Mr Hendramoko from the Parents Association of Disabled Children. He explained the goals of the organization were:

-The social and economic empowerment independence for disabled children.

-The empowerment of families of children with disabilities.

He spoke of the government’s obligation towards children with disabilities but that in reality the government was unable to sufficiently overcome the problems to deal with this. He added that early intervention strategies to deal with disability allowed parents to realistically plan for their children’s future. 
The fourth presentation came from Vietnam on the topic of agent orange/dioxin by Mr Nguyen Minh Y. He talked about the poisoning using agent orange in the war from 1961-1971 and the impact of the toxin on the population. Millions were affected, even until today, there are numerous children born with disabilities as a result of agent orange. Consequences on the Vietnamese people include poverty, desperation, alien and complicated disease,

The fifth presentation was from Ms Saowalak Thongkuay of Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific, She invited spoke on multiple discriminations experienced by women, children and migrant workers with disabilities. Multiple discriminations experienced by women include bias against gender, discrimination due to disability, cultural biases, being poor etc. She also spoke on the three pillars of ASEAN and that disability was only mentioned in the Socio-cultural pillar while in fact that disability is a cross cutting issue and needed to be included in all three pillars.

Ms Saowalak spoke on the ASEAN Disability Forum and urged the participants to utilize it as a vehicle to approach governments and civil society and mainstream disability in the region. 





Recommendations
For persons with disabilities:

 -To be included in policy, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and all political processes and consultation

-To have equal access to education, health services, employment and social welfare/ security.

-To advocate and lobby ASEAN governments to ratify the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.

- To demand better accessibility from ASEAN governments in all areas of life including education, employment technology etc

-To have their capacity strengthened in order to become more involved citizens in the society.

-To ensure ASEAN governments provide accurate data regarding persons with disabilities, establish their needs/services required and for these to be fulfilled. This information should be made available to all.  
