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Regional Chairperson, DPIAP
Opening speech
I am glad that we hold DPI regional assembly in Incheon with the participation of many member national assemblies in the region.  I would like to extend my sincere appreciation for tremendous effort by DPI Korea for holding this assembly.
We have this assembly at a crucial time that ESCAP 2nd Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities come to an end and the 3rd Decade will start.  This is the time when the countries across the world promote ratification of CRPD, preparing their domestic law appropriate to CRPD, and then promote implementation of CRPD.  DPI has led the world on both CRPD and Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities.  

In the history of DPI, we have got the society recognized the right of persons with disabilities.  Our rights were recognized as CRPD.  And now, every country that ratified the CRPD obliges to prepare the domestic law suitable to CRPD.  Some countries have already enacted the anti-discriminatory law for persons with disabilities, and some are now revising the basic act for persons with disabilities.  They are promoting this kind of activities both in the national and local levels.  

Securing the rights of persons with disabilities is to protect the life of persons with disabilities at the equal level to other citizens.  This means persons with most severe disabilities can live in a community receiving personal assistance with support from municipality.  We, persons with disabilities, also have same rights to use public transportation as general citizens do.  In terms of rights, ordinary schools must provide Braille and prepare sign language accessible classes, to accept students with disabilities.  And, of course, public buildings and schools are required the settlement of wheelchair accessible toilets and elevators.  

Such “reasonable accommodation”, however, is not automatically realized even if you have the laws in your country.  No welfare service and no accessible transportation exist where disability movements do not exist.  It is the mission of DPI members to resolve these issues one by one from your community.  

The regional assembly of DPI-AP is the strong basis to promote implementation of CRPD in each of your countries.  We learn from cases of good practice from each country and utilize them for strengthening the movement of member national assemblies.  Asia and the pacific is the most active region in the DPI world.  As the leading region in the DPI world, we sustain strong bond of DPI-AP and address remaining issues in the next decade.
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