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Minister of Health & Welfare Ministry
Conference Congratulatory Message

It will act as a bridgehead for the new decade

Hello.

My name is Rim Chemin, the minister of the health and welfare ministry.

I would like to welcome all the guests, who are working hard for the disabled people’s human rights improvement in various parts of the world to the 2012 Asia Pacific Disabled Peoples’ Conference, and I am very happy to meet all of you at this meaningful event.

The disabled peoples’ welfare is transitioning its focus from establishing an independent lifestyle for the disabled people through rehabilitation to deal with the human rights issues for the disabled persons.  For this cause, many efforts are being made to reinforce the social environmental structure in order to contribute to the disabled peoples’ human rights & social integration, independence, pursuit of happiness, participation in daily living, and the rights of equal opportunity.  The current existing welfare policy would not have been established if it wasn't for the zeal and devotion of the disabled people to stand up against social apathy and institutional discriminations to claim the rights of social integration for the disabled people.  I express my deepest respect for your determination and efforts.

Today, we have gathered for the new decade of Asia Pacific Disabled Peoples’ Organization.  For this cause, the government and the civilians worked together to prepare the ‘Incheon International Disabled Peoples’ Conference’.  Also, based on the efforts made during the 1st and 2nd decade, governmental and civilian national conferences for new strategies and action plans such as the UNESCAP High level governmental meetings, Asia Pacific Disabled Peoples’ Forum Conference, RI international Conference, and the APDPI Conference.  Especially, we anticipate that the APDPI conference (where the disabled peoples themselves will play the key roles) will be a time to seek out and pledge the roles and rights of the disabled people for the new decade in preparation for commencement in 2013.

Furthermore, this conference is based on freedom, justice and world peace to remind our selves of the gift of dignity and value of mankind.  I believe that this conference is more meaningful because it is a place to discuss and pledge for the fulfillment of the UN Disabled Peoples’ Rights Agreement, which is based on the fact that every person is eligible to enjoy the freedom and rights without any kind of discrimination.

The Korean government has given their best in order to improve the welfare policies for the disabled people.  During this conference, the project strategy for the new decade of Asia Pacific Disabled People called the ‘Incheon Strategy’ will be discussed.  This new strategy will be pursues through a joint effort by the government and the disabled persons based on the evaluation of the 2nd decade of Asia Pacific Disabled people.  For the successful fulfillment of the Incheon Strategy, we will make an effort to reflect on all of the opinions of the relative personnel.  We will also make an effort to actively cooperate with the international society in order to resolve the disabled peoples’ issues.

Finally, I hope that this 4-day conference period will become a festive site to strengthen the cooperation and solidarity among the disabled people in the Asia Pacific region, and I also hope that we would be able to go beyond our international interests and gather our strengths and knowledge in order to find solutions for the issues pertaining to the disabled.  I would like to express my sincere gratitude towards the valued guests, who have come to Korea for this occasion, as well as Chairman Daesung Kim of the Korean DPI and the personnel, whom have prepared this conference.  I wish prosperity for everyone here.
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