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Women with disabilities: Disaster Management Approach
Disaster is any forms of natural happenings harmful to human beings.  In Asia-Pacific, floods are prevalent and cause damages.  Types of natural flood can be categorized as 1) flash flood 2) drainage flood 3) river flood and 4) Tsunami.  Human is also one of the main causes.
In late 2011, there was a great flood in Thailand which started from July 2011 and ended on 16 January 2012 (Resilience is still in process until now).  There were 12.8 million people affected.  In December 2011, the World Bank estimated that the damage value was as high as 1440 billion Baht and considered it as the fourth most devastating damages of the world.
Effects and damages consisted of 1) education 2) agriculture 3) industry 4) economy 5) tourism 6) health and 7) transportation
Disaster-vulnerable groups included children, women/pregnant women, elder people and people with disabilities.
Risks during the disaster included 1) health of women 2) sexual violence 3) measures for safe evacuation and 4) safety in the evacuation centers.
From the facts above, one of the most vulnerable and affected groups is people with disabilities because they are often the first to be forgotten and the last to be helped, especially girls and women with disabilities.  The effects and risks are much different from boys and men with disabilities.  From our experiences during the great flood, we have learned the lessons that the government and our society have to response.
As we are the citizens with disabilities that have been affected directly, women with disabilities have gathered to brainstorm suggestions, which will be proposed to the government and private sectors concerned to take priority actions in disaster management and risk reduction measures  Instead of helping, we have to control our disaster management.  Most importantly, people with disabilities should become the center of the management to reduce risks during the disaster and enable effectiveness.
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