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National Association of the Physical Disabled Nepal (NAPD-Nepal)
Accessibility to built environment
Accessibility is the most important part of the inclusion of persons with disabilities (PWDs). An accessible barrier free environment is the first step towards fulfilling the right of PWDs to participate in all areas of community life. Accessibility is a very broad term covering all aspects of assuring that disabled people can participate and have the same choices as non-disabled community members. This includes: access to transportation; election access; access to water supply and sanitation; technology access; appropriate sources of communication and media to ensure information; and an infrastructure that breaks down all physical barriers preventing equal access for disabled persons as the members of a community. 

Accessibility and inclusion of PWDs are fundamental rights recognized by the CRPD and, are not only objectives, but also pre-requisites for the enjoyment of other rights. The CRPD (Articles 9, accessibility) seeks to enable PWDs to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life and development.

According to the World Disability Report 2011 published by WHO says that there would be minimum 15% PWDs of the total population. Hence, the currently undertaken Population Census 2011 under the Government of Nepal (GoN) may bring a high prevalence. 

NAPD-Nepal thematically exists for one of these reasons. Many PWDs compel to face various problems of accessibility in absence of free environment in Nepal. NAPD-Nepal finds none of the public physical infrastructures, public buildings, slope and curve ramps, international and external services are found disabled friendly. GoN has already promulgated some policies for PWDs. For instances, Disabled People Protection and Welfare Act-1983 which is now amending to make CRPD friendly; Vehicle Tax Act 1974; Transport Act 1992; Transport Guidelines-2003; Transport Rules-1997; Building Code-2003; National Plan and Policy of Action on Disability-2006 and Code of Conduct for Disabled Friendly Public Transport. 

Moreover, Ministry of Local Development made special circular to National Planning Commission to design disability friendly plans and programs. And, Supreme Court of Nepal made a judgment on “Special Provisions for the Protection of the Rights of PWDs” in May 8, 2007. All these are positive initiatives undertaken by GoN. However, these promulgated acts and policies, in one hand, seem insufficient for the overall development of PWDs. And, in other hand, these seem very poor in execution.   

NAPD-Nepal executed some sample projects building/constructing ramps in some public in Kathmandu valley. NAPD-Nepal just completed a year of project working in Kathmandu Valley to increase PWDs access in public land transports. Hence, many opportunities have been explored to enhance the accessibility to free environment. The government is recently formulating an “Accessibility Guidelines” which will be a great landmark for disability movement to work for social model of disability to avoid maximum barriers. City Planer Division under the GoN is intensively working for appropriate management of city with extending entire public roads for creating free environment. It has a Steering Committee and Working Committee formulated comprising all concerned stakeholders like government authorities, traffic polices and various DPOs. These are good opportunities to NAPD-Nepal to work for accessibility to built environment for PWDs.
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