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PWD Act of Malaysia – Challenges in Implementation
Resulted from a series of hard advocacy work bi dpos in the country, a statute dealing exclusively with disability issues was eventually passed by the House Of Parliament of Malaysia to take force on August 8 2008. The purpose of the Act is to provide for the registration, protection, rehabilitation, development and wellbeing of persons with disabilities. By this Act, the rights of persons with disabilities are now given legal recognition which otherwise treated previously as charity.

Some of the interesting features introduced by the Act are to include:

i) The establishment of a National Council for persons with Disabilities having the important functions to oversee the implementation of the national policy and national plan of action relating to persons with disabilities and to make recommendations to the Government on all aspects of persons with disabilities including matters relating to the support, care, protection, rehabilitation, development and wellbeing of persons with disabilities.

ii) The establishment of a special government Department for the Development of Persons with Disabilities responsible for the registration, protection, rehabilitation, development and wellbeing of pwds.

iii) Imposing a legal duty on the Government to provide the necessary lifelongprotection and social support system including ensuring that the welfare of persons with severe disabilities remain unaffected after the death of their parents or their caregivers in order to enable the persons with severe disabilities to lead a better quality of life.

As young as four years in operation, opinion on the Act seems begin to be divided. PWDs were in frustration to see that the Act has yet to deliver tangible result in promoting their causes effectively. Some even claim that the Act is a toothless piece of legislation in upholding their rights. The author is of the opinion that the failure owes not to one but several factors, each of which he will analyze in grater detail in the forth coming presentation.
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