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                                                  ACCESSIBILITY TO BUILT ENVIRONMENT

                                 How I contributed for Promotion of Accessibility in Sri Lanka 
About my disability :I had an attack of polio at my age of five years old. Due to that my mother had a mentally depression and felt sick severely and died. Then my father had to look after me had admitted to Children Hospital. After rehabilitation  I was able to walk with aid of both arm crutches and caliper fitted  to my paralyzed leg.

Inclusive Education : Finally I started to go to school  situated my village. My father has to taken me to school by bicycle and carried back after school to home daily. Leader of Children: I had an ability of making toys using available card board etc. Because village children use to come to my home to with me and I had very good company of friends.

Inclusive Transport: Some time later a bus service started via. My village and I had an opportunity of go to a Secondary school seven kilometers away my home. Barriers in education : Although I was selected to study Science subjects Vice principal was not allowed me to enter science class then I had to appeal to the Principal and finally I was able study Science stream. But again in higher studies I was unable to enter advance level class due to unavailability of that classes in same school and the schools which had those class was reluctant to take to schools and not allowed to stay in hostels. Anger about Society: Therefore I decided to admit Poly-technical college  and studied Course in Building Construction Engineering . While I was studying Construction Engineering, I had a though about how our society has troubled me to depressed my  independence.                                                     Became organizer/ Leader : Then I was eager to read the stories of the other disabled and started to write letters to them I finally I was Able to become the first leader of the mobility disabled and Also happen to be the first honorary. Treasurer of the Sri Lanka United Handicapped Front in 1977.                                                                          Recognized Access  Promoter / Country representative of GAATES / Chartered Institute of Building UK :
I found there are many easy  methods in constructions of built environments and I was published fist booklet for IYDP (1980)  “How to design of town planning concerning the Handicapped persons” and other booklet on “ Transport facilities for the handicapped persons” .after that  I was able to raise this issue in DPI meetings and I was selected as resource person in 1988 and talk in same on DPI 2nd regional Seminar held in Thailand. After that I did similar papers at RI held in China , DPI seminar held in Korea, and several seminars in Sri Lanka too. I was pioneer in Sri Lanka to prepare Government Book in Accessibility and Accessible Guide lines  in 1995 and 2003.I did new regulations in the Urban Development Authority  as it’s employee in the first time in 2007/8. When Was served in the National Housing Authority I was able to started to give government financial grants to built accessible toilets and ramps  since 1989 and now it has developed to grant of Rs. 250,000 ( USD 250) per need disabled is a very good achievement.  
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