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Draft Summary of Preparation Committee of ASEAN Disability Forum
Inauguration of ASEAN Disability Forum
cum

Workshop on the Participation of Thai Disability Community 

to Develop a Better Life of Persons with Disabilities in Southeast Asia through ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community

Date and Time: 19 September 2011, 13:00-16:30

Venue: Grand Centara Hotel at Central World, Bangkok, Thailand

Attendance:

Brunei Darussalam: Mr. Dato paduka Hj Zainal bin Hj Momin
Cambodia: Mr. Ky Sophan (on behalf of Mr. Ngin Saorath)
Indonesia: Ms. Rina Prasarani
Malaysia: Mr. Mah Hassan Omar
Myanmar (Burma): Mr. Nay Lin Soe
Philippines: Mr. Lauro Percil
Singapore: Mr. Lim Puay Tiak
Thailand: Mr. Samrerng Virachanang (on behalf of Mr. Chusak Janthayanond)
Vietnam: Ms. Hong Ha Nguyen
Absent:

Laos: Mr. Nouanta Latsavongxay
Others:

Other participants of the event

Secretariat of DPIAP

Summary of Preparation Committee meeting:

ADF Preparation Committee held its business meeting under Agenda 6 “Businesses related to ADF Inauguration” and Agenda 7 “Adoption of Bangkok Declaration”, as a part of “Inauguration of ASEAN Disability Forum cum Workshop on the Preparation of Thai Disability Community to Develop a Better Life of Persons with Disabilities in Southeast Asia through ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community”.  Based on the principles of this event shown in its concept paper, which are (1) Respect for democracy and person-centered approach, (2) Decision-making based on consultation and consensus and (3)Accountability and transparency to all the stakeholders, this committee meeting also considered the opinions and comments from other participants of the event.

Under Agenda 6, the Committee mainly discussed the criteria and selection process of the steering committee members at national level.  Committee members had a common understanding on the importance of steering committee.  Some members proposed to have criteria of steering committee member by ADF for the reference of national process.  This meeting did not conclude with a guideline but had a consensus that the steering committee member should fulfill the following criteria:
1. The person should have enough experience in working closely with the government

2. The person should be sensitive for the cross-disability concept, as he/she will represent the entire disability community of the country

3. The person should have a good knowledge of ASEAN and its mechanism

   Regarding the national process of steering committee member selection, there is a consensus that process itself would be different country by country, and that all the DPOs and family organizations should be encouraged to join the process.
   Some committee member raised a question on the involvement process of ADF and ASEAN.  Secretariat explained the process of acquiring affiliate CSO status of ASEAN.  Another member asked for the clarification on the relationship between DPIAP and ADF.  Secretariat explained the historical background of the project and facilitation role of DPIAP of this new forum.
   This committee meeting endorsed the Terms of Reference of ADF and Action Plan of ADF for 2012 and 2013.  There were comments from members that the time for consideration was too short.  Therefore, this committee decided to accept more comments from each country representative after the meeting and will finalize and adopt these documents at the next steering committee meeting.  There was also a proposal to utilize internet for discussion and it was decided that the DPIAP Secretariat will set up a mailing list.
   This committee also agreed to bring back the outcomes of this meeting to their respective countries and decide the steering committee members as soon as possible.  The secretariat will set the appropriate deadline.

   Under Agenda 7, the committee discussed the Bangkok Declaration.  This agenda also accepted the comments from other participants of the event and Senator Monthian Buntan of Thailand.  Sen. Buntan conveyed several comments on the draft document through secretariat.
   At the final moment, the Bangkok Declaration was adopted unanimously.  With the adoption of this document, ASEAN Disability Forum officially inaugurated.

   Preparation Committee meeting adjourned at 16:30.
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