Biography of Mr. Aung Ko Myint

I’m Aung Ko Myint, partially blind man. I was born in 6th July in 1975, now I’m 37 years old. Among four siblings, I’m the second. I have one elder sister and two younger brothers, those who are normal. My father, U Ohn Myint, a lawyer, retired from Myanmar Insurance Corporation, Myanmar Law Consultant from Singapore. My mother, Daw Si Si Lwin, a teacher, retired from the No. 2 Basic Education High School, Ahlone Township, Yangon Division. My elder sister is Finance Manager, now working in Singapore with her family. My first younger brother is Marketing Manager, now working at Khin Maung Nyunt Trading in Yangon with his family. My youngest brother is Programmer, now working in Singapore with his family. I’m married last 2009 December 26th. My wife is non- disabled girl. Her name is Nwaye Zar Che Soe, four years younger than me. She is graduated with Bachelor of Economic from the University of Distance Education and also got Post-Graduated Diploma in Computer Application from University of Yangon. Now she is helping with me all disability social work together. So, let me talk about my disability life. When I was born, my Mom said that I can’t open my eyes for a week as other infant as usual. So, my Mom and I stay three weeks at Women’s Hospital for enough take care of our health, because of my blindness. My parents try to cure my eyes to get vision, but they can’t. At the age of fifteen, my Dad called me to Singapore to meet with Eye Surgeon for my vision. But they said my eyes couldn’t sure to get vision after operation with them. So, my parents gave up my eyes to cure for the vision. When I was nine, I started to join the Government School for the Blind, Kyeemyindaing. At this time, I started to learn the Primary Education. After passed my Middle Education, my parents also joined me to the School for the Blind under the guidance of Myanmar Christian Fellowship of the Blind, Khawaechang. After passing my Matriculation Examination at 1996, I was successfully joined the University of Distance Education with Philosophy in 1998. At the same year, I visited the Thailand about one week to attend the Leadership Seminar coordinated by the World Blind Union, Asia Pacific Region. And I start to build our own business of Asia Star Ruby, Children Development & Learning Centre at my home. I was vice principal of this Pre-school. When I attended the second year, I was elected by the 2nd DUSKIN Leadership Training of Japanese Society for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities (JSRPD) in 2000. So, I joined the eleven months for this Leadership Training till 2001 in Japan. At 2002, I was also visited two weeks to attend Blind Summit & 25th Anniversary of INOWA Foundation, World Blind Union in Japan. I was graduated with Bachelor of Philosophy in 2004 from the University of Distance Education. And then I was joined the Yangon University of Foreign Language with Japanese Major & also Myanmar Institute of Christian Theology for Missionary. At this year 2004, I was visited two weeks for Follow up Training with DUSKIN in Japan. And then I was elected for General Secretary of Myanmar National Association of the Blind (MNAB) as a volunteer at 2004. In 2007, I was working for the Foundation of Advanced Study of International Development (FASID) for (Cambodia, Lao, Myanmar and Vietnam) CLMV countries as a National Coordinator for three years project. In 2008, I got a Post-graduated Diploma of Japanese from the Yangon University of Foreign Language and Bachelor of Ministry from the Myanmar Institute of Christian Theology. In 2009, I was attended for about one week the Visionary Conference in Lao cooperated with the World Blind Union, Asia Pacific Region. Also this year, I was also elected as General Secretary of Myanmar Blind Computer Users Network (MBCUN). In 2010, my wife and I attend the Wrap up Seminar of FASID project for about one week in Malaysia. In the same year, I was tried to start Vision Internet Café for my new business, because my pre-school’s trend is low in power. So, I start second step for my business of family as Manager. In this year, I was successfully joined the entrance exam for Social Work class of Department of Psychology from Yangon University which is opened by jointly with Department of Social Welfare & Yangon University, supported by UNICEF. In 2011, I started to work as Operation Director in Myanmar Independent Living Initiative (Myanmar-ILI) from now on and I also got a Post-Graduated Diploma in Social Work from the University of Yangon. Last February, I attended for one week to the Regional Dialogue on Access to Elections for PWDs in Indonesia with Ms. Yu Ya Thu, Operation Manager from Myanmar-ILI. Now I’m working with full-time at Myanmar-ILI office together with all Disability Independent Living movement and now I’m studying Applied Psychology of Department of Psychology from Yangon University with my lovely wife. 
[image: image1.jpg]



