Results of the breakout sessions
Group 1 Ratification of UNCRPD and its impact on disability rights

This group found that persons with disabilities need to understand the CRPD and know how to use it, and also needed to define and articulate their needs and rights. Educating government officials was important as well as the harmonization of domestic laws with the CRPD. Forming partnerships and coalitions was deemed important at both a national and regional level. 

Group 2: Experience of employability and decent work for persons with disabilities

The group focused on the employment initiatives from governments in the region (e.g. Singapore and Cambodia) towards persons with disabilities and concluded that there was no ‘one size fits all’ strategy. Each country had its own policy and what would work in one country may not necessarily be successful in another country such as a quota system. There was however a need to share employment best practices in the region among the countries.

Group 3: The movement of severe disability through  Independent Living and the Parents Association

The findings from this topic exploration centred around the independent living concept which started in 1972 in the United States, and which began in this region in Japan in 1986. Independent living especially has a focus on persons with very severe disabilities and the personal assistance system which allows them to live more independent lives.

Group 4 : Women with disabilities and their leadership role to the ASEAN Commission on Women and Children

This group found that there was no or very little research or reports on women with disabilities in the world and spoke of multiple discriminations that these women faced. Very few women with disabilities stood for political office to advance their group and so were unable to influence policy makers effectively to lobby their cause. The group stressed that equality was very important and encouraged all stakeholders to get involved in ASEAN. With regards to children with disabilities, one of the biggest concerns was the lack of access to education.

Group 5: ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism and Disability (AICHR)

The group concluded that there was a strong need for persons with disabilities to learn about and understand the ASEAN mechanisms to be able to use them effectively. They recommended that disabled people’s organization focal points in each ASEAN country should speak to AICHR representatives at least twice a year on disability matters. If disabled people’s organizations were unable to contact AICHR directly themselves, then they should collaborate with other civil society organizations in other fields with access to AICHR and use this channel to voice their concerns. This group also expressed that sharing of knowledge management and best practice methods was vital for countries in the region.

Group 6: Inclusive Policy on Natural Disasters Risk Management

This group advocated for all governments in the region to have an inclusive policy on disaster risk management for the various disasters constantly affecting the region such as floods, tsunamis, earthquakes etc. They stressed that vulnerable persons such as elderly persons and people with disabilities needed to be prioritized during times of disaster emergency relief and response.   

