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	Abstract
	Introduction

Natural disasters are divided into three types; 

1) Hydro-meteorological disasters –  consist of flood, storm, drought, forest fire, 

2) Geophysical disasters – consist of earthquake, tsunami, avalanche, and 

3) Biological disasters – consist of epidemics, insect infestation, SARS, etc. 

They threat critically to the health, safety, security and well-being of a community or other large group of people, and severely cause injuries, loss of lives and damage to crops, housings, properties & infrastructures of people. 

Disability and Natural disasters

Disasters are relevant to the field of disability because those can disproportionately affect people with existing disabilities and also create a new generation of people with disabilities.

One of the common goals is that people with disabilities and their family members should be involved and included in every natural disasters risk management planning & actions including preparedness, emergency response and recovery activities.

During and after the disasters, people with disabilities are the most frequently at risk and vulnerable condition due to; 

· Exclusion: Inappropriate policies and practices by communities and the agencies involved in providing humanitarian aid and intervention.

· Lack of awareness: Information about hazards and risk, warnings of approaching events and advice on the action to take during and after crises is often not presented in accessible formats for people with disabilities.

· Disruption of social support networks: Social networks are particularly important for people with disabilities, who often rely on family members, friends and neighbors for assistance and support. These networks are often affected during a crisis situation, for example; people with disabilities may be separated from caregivers or their caregivers may be injured or killed.

· Physical barriers: Physical environments are often transformed in crisis situations, exacerbating existing barriers or creating new ones for people with disabilities. Many persons with disabilities may loss their assistive devices, such as artificial limbs, crutches, hearing aids and spectacles. As a result, many of them have greater difficulty in seeking assistance and support in crisis situation; and then, they may be unable to access food, water, shelter, latrines and health care services.

Inclusion of People with Disabilities in Disasters risk management and humanitarian action

Despite evidence showing that people with disabilities are disproportionately affected during crises, they are often excluded from disasters risk management works and humanitarian activities. Disability issue should be addressed in disasters risk management and all humanitarian actions as highlighted in Article-11 of UN-CRPD, “State Parties shall take, in accordance with their obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law and international human rights law, all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including situations of armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and the occurrence of natural disasters.”

It is very important that people with disabilities and their representative organizations are not just included as beneficiaries, but are also included as partners in all actions and responses. It means involving them in the assessment, design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programmes and activities.

Ref: New CBR Guidelines


End.

PAGE  
1

[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg][image: image4.jpg][image: image5.jpg][image: image6.jpg][image: image7.jpg][image: image8.jpg]


