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Your Excellencies, Honored Guests, Ladies and Gentleman 
I appreciate the opportunity to speak today on USAID’s policy and programs on disability.  Cambodia has been recognized for its improvements on a number of development indicators, but we know there is always more work to be done.     

Persons with disabilities in Cambodia often live without regular access to the services and social systems that protect the rest of the population.   In a setting such as this, persons with disabilities are among the most vulnerable people in society.  They continue to suffer from stigma and exclusion due to a general lack of awareness and persistent, harmful misperceptions.  We hope all society can accept persons with disabilities, and work together to support the disabled in leading full lives and contributing in their full capacity as citizens of Cambodia.  USAID has worked for this through Veterans International Cambodia for the past 20 years. Veterans International has done great work helping disabled persons lead full lives, and I congratulate them for this.  Through USAID/Cambodia’s education program, we helped catalyze private sources of funding to identify school children in need of medical care and provide the resources to help ensure they get the care they need.  

Prior to the United States signing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, USAID adopted a policy to guide our Agency’s efforts in the area of disability.  USAID works to ensure the inclusion of people with disabilities in USAID-funded programs and activities.  We support all efforts to end discrimination against, and promote equal opportunity for persons with disabilities.  
To complement USAID’s commitment to include people with disabilities in development programs, the U.S. Congress, in 2005, established a Disability Fund.  The Disability Fund currently supports programs in over thirty countries with a strong emphasis on raising national and community awareness on issues concerning people with disabilities; advocating for rights and services for the disabled; building the capacity of organizations working with the disabled; and supporting traditional development programs to integrate people with disabilities and ensure full access and participation.  

I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you and be part of these discussions today.  Although our financial resources in this area are limited, I assure the full support of the U.S. government and USAID to policies and programs that push this issue forward.  Our goal is the same as yours – a country with an inclusive policy environment that ensures the availability of quality services and programs for all people, including persons with disabilities.   
