ASEAN DISABILITY FORUM (ADF), Phnom Penh 



Speech 30 April 2012 by Christine Lundberg, Sida/Embassy of Sweden Bangkok
· Distinguished delegates, dear participants,

Ladies and gentlemen, 
· I have been invited here today to talk at this important ASEAN DISABILITY Forum in Phnom Penh – to talk on Sweden’s development cooperation and work on the rights of persons with disabilities. Sweden is one of the few countries in the world dedication 1% of its national budget to development cooperation as recommended by the UN.
· Sweden has, through Sida – which is the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency - been working on the issues of human rights in this region for many years.

· Sweden’s regional development cooperation is guided by a strategy focusing on Southeast Asia and it shall help create conditions that will enable poor women and men to improve their lives and shall contribute to fair and sustainable global development. 

· The perspective of poor people and a rights perspective shall be the points of departure and the cooperation shall focus on regional transboundary challenges or problems shared by several countries and where regional support is expected to lead to more positive results than individual bilateral initiatives. The support shall mainly be aimed at enhancing the capacity of regional actors. It is in this context that we find the ASEAN an important and interesting actor, as well as the civil society.
· Sweden is a strong advocate for and defender of human rights and democracy. We are convinced that the active participation of civil society combined with strong institutions and the rule of law are necessary in order to achieve greater respect for and protection of human rights for all. 

· When it comes to the Rights of persons with disabilities, Sweden was actively involved in the development of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities together with Mexico and some other countries. Sweden’s early ratification of the Convention also shows the importance that the government pays to the issues of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· Once the convention was ratified, Sida was assigned the task to develop a plan on how to include the rights of Persons with Disabilities in the Swedish international development cooperation. A working group was created and I was part of that working group.
· The result is this workplan for Sida on Human Rights for Persons with Disabilities, which was adopted in 2009 and the implementation is now on its last year. 
· The point of departure is the fundamental principle of equal dignity and rights of every person as stated already in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including the right of every person to life, privacy, health, equality before the law as well as the right of freedom of expression and freedom from discrimination and violence. Discrimination, exclusion and abuse of Persons with Disabilities based on their disability is clearly forbidden. National governments have the main responsibility to implement and protect these rights, as stated in the Convention of the Rights of People with Disabilities, CRPD.
· People living in poverty more often than others suffer from discrimination and abuse. It is therefore our belief and conviction that a strengthened civil society including DPO’s, will contribute to greater respect for and protection of human rights for all including people living in poverty. 
· The overarching objective of Sida´s plan of action is that the human rights of girls, boys, men and women with disabilities should be respected and that their possibilities and conditions to improve their living conditions should be strengthened in the countries where Sweden has development cooperation programs.  

· Two subgoals have been identified to reach the overall objective: 

· The first is that the rights of persons with disabilities to a larger extent has to be included in Sida’s different work- and decision-making processes, including in the instructions from our government when we are to develop new strategies,

· And the other subgoal is greater knowledge and understanding among Sida staff regarding the human rights and conditions of women, men and children with disabilities and how these rights and conditions affect Sida’s work to improve the living conditions of poor people. 
· As part of the implementation of the plan, Sida made a baseline study of Sida-funded interventions on disability, and Sida’s capacity to work effectively with disability issues. The base line shows that in 2009, persons with disabilities were mentioned in 12 country strategies (27%) and in 2 new and 4 old policy documents. The major part of the funding was directed to countries in conflict or post-conflict and to improving health and rehabilitation services. 

· Sweden support international DPO’s, including DRPI (Disability Rights Promotion International) where we support an interesting project established to develop a monitoring system to address disability discrimination globally. The project is hosted by York University in Canada. A holistic approach to disability rights monitoring has been adopted with 3 focus areas: individual experiences monitoring, systemic monitoring and media monitoring. A monitoring tool has been designed and is being tested now in different parts of the world. Partnerships has developed with strategic actors such as the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (APF) – also a partner of Sida.

· Through a Swedish NGO we support the UN Special rapporteur on the rights of Persons with Disabilities. We also work with several human rights organisations in SEA working on influencing the ASEAN and AICHR to become good and robust systems for the protectionanad promotion of human rights for all.
· As representatives of DPO’s you have a very important role, and I wish you the best of luck with your accreditation to the ASEAN and your work to achieve universal ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the region and the full enjoyment of all human rights for persons with disabilities. 
· Finally, I wish you all a continued fruitful, dynamic and enriching Forum! 
· T H A N K    Y O U! 

