Report of Parallel Session “People with Disabilities”

Plenary Session on ASEAN People’s Integration and Cooperation for Building a People-Oriented Community, The APF 6, on 26 September 2010, Hanoi, Vietnam

Ladies and Gentlemen,

  My name is Taisuke Miyamoto from Disabled People’s International Asia-Pacific in Thailand which is one of the coorganizers of this session.

  This session was chaired by Mr. Doan Van Thai, Vice President of Vietnam Red Cross Society.    The meeting room was filled mainly with persons with disabilities from ASEAN, especially Vietnam.  After the opening remarks, Ms. Hong Ha, the Director of Hanoi Independent Living Center, overviewed the disability measures in ASEAN country.  Especially she mentioned the situation of Independent Living Movement led by persons with disabilities in ASEAN and the new Disability Law in Vietnam.  After her presentation, speakers from Vietnamese co-organizers from Vietnam Blind Association and The Vietnam Association for Victims of Agent Orange/Dioxin made presentations on their activities and situations of persons with disabilities, including vocational training for the blind.

  This session also invited Ms. Aiko Akiyama, Social Affairs Officer, Social Develop Division of United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific to share the outcomes and challenges of the Second Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities.  She also introduced the opportunity to collaborate with ASEAN, including AICHR and ACWC. As the last speaker, Ms. Saolawak Thongkuay, the Regional Development Officer of Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific in Thailand, raised the importance of mainstreaming disability perspectives in ASEAN and introduced DPI’s activities concerning ASEAN community, or ASEAN Disability Forum which will be a part of next strategic framework on social welfare and development of ASEAN from 2012.

  Due to the time constraint, this session asked participants for comments instead of organizing  group discussion.  The followings are the recommendations from the participants of the session:  

1. Implementation of national law and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at national level should be strengthened. The effort should cover all aspects including education, sexual rights and reproductive health and rights, social security, political participation, accessibility and so forth. 

2. Unlike the CEDAW and CRC, the CRPD is not yet ratified by all the member states of ASEAN.  Only four at this moment.  The CRPD should be promoted to be ratified by all the ASEAN member states.  

3. The gaps of implementation should be solved within the policy framework of ASEAN, especially ASEAN 3 pillars.  ASEAN Disability Forum should be the engine to promote it.  

4. Strategy to mainstream disability perspectives in ASEAN frameworks should be developed, targeting ASEAN Inter-governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and ASEAN Commission for Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC).  

  Finally I would like to take this opportunity to share the concerns of persons with disabilities with you here.  As you see, this room has no accessibility for wheelchair users, they have to be carried along the stairways.  Some were asked to observe the meeting in the monitoring room on the first floor.  But this means they have no rights of asking questions and expressing opinions to be shared with you.  This is ASEAN “People’s” Forum, isn’t it?  We, the disability community in ASEAN, sincerely requests this never happens in the next APF 7 in Indonesia.  

Thank you very much.

Delivered by Mr. Taisuke Miyamoto, Project Coordinator of Mainstreaming Disability Perspectives in ASEAN Community Project, Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific based in Thailand

