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Although the founding document of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations called for “partnership in order to strengthen the foundation for a prosperous and peaceful community of Southeast Asian Nations”, This decision to move forward from common to proper noun has set into motion parallel efforts to formulate and carry out plans of actions towards constructing the political and security community, economic community, and socio-cultural community that are closely intertwined and mutually reinforcing for the purpose of ensuring durable, stability, and shared prosperity in the region.
To have effective socio-cultural community, the purposes, activities and achievements of ASEAN have to communicate to the peoples of Southeast Asia.  ASEAN engages each other for the common good and provides strategic capable direction of drawing together diverse but constructive ways and opinions of contributing to the establishment of a regional community.  The official track is able to set the direction to promote a friendly environment, and inspire ASEAN people.  ASEAN’s role is to be called “an enabling and enriching catalyst” for regional understanding and cooperation.  

In this regard, engagement and empowerment with think tanks, professional organizations, academic institutions, the scientific community, the humanitarians and first responders, the private sector, and other development groups that are committed to the ideals and purposes of an ASEAN Community are very important.  Being on the ground, the non-governmental sectors and civil society organization could help bring the ideals, spirit and message of ASEAN to their respective communities.  But most importantly, the communities should be encouraged to continue to strive and pursue their own and independent ways and means of contributing to establishing the ASEAN Community.
Disability and Development issues, the establishment of ASEAN Persons with Disabilities Forum will play a leading role in the promotion, protection, networking and collaboration among Civil Society Organizations, Disabled People Organizations, and Governmental Organization besides working in parallel with ASEAN in construction ASEAN community. Furthermore, the forum will continue to undertake functional cooperation in the fields of people-to-people interactions, cultural tourism, academic exchanges, promotion and protection of human rights and social justice of vulnerable group, women, children, and information exchanges through broadcast, print and electronic media along side with ASEAN.
Besides, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities or CRPD
 that Thailand and the Philippines already ratify has the eight guiding principles that underlie the Convention and each one of its specific articles: 1) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one's own choices, and independence of persons. 2) Non-discrimination. 3) Full and effective participation and inclusion in society. 4) Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity. 5) Equality of opportunity. 6) Accessibility. 7) Equality between men and women. 8) Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the rights of children with disabilities to preserve their identities. 
Lastly, Millennium Development Goals Frameworks (MDGs)
, The MDGs eight goals and 17 specific targets from halving the proportion of people living below poverty line to halving the proportion of people without sustainable access to resources and MDGs promote social inclusive in development.  These are some of the mandates of the ASEAN bodies to achieving enduring solidarity and unity among the nations and peoples of ASEAN by forging a common identity and building a caring and sharing society which is inclusive and harmonious where the well-being, livelihood, and welfare of the peoples are enhanced. 
South East Asia Progress
ASEAN has been also a strong commitment of promoting disability rights by people oriented.  The 6th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social Welfare and Development (AMMSWD) in Hanoi, Vietnam in 2007 called for, in its joint communique, With the ultimate goal of “mainstreaming persons with disability in development”, the committees commended the inclusion of concerns and experiences of persons with disabilities as an integral dimension of policies and regulations in all spheres of Association of South East Asia Nations (ASEAN) society to ensure that all those living with disabilities are given equal opportunity and access to the employment market. ASEAN Disability Forum will continue to undertake functional cooperation in the fields of people-to-people interactions, cultural tourism, academic exchanges, promotion and protection of human rights and social justice of vulnerable group, women, children, and information exchanges through broadcast, print and electronic media along side with ASEAN.  

In conclusion, The ASEAN Strategic Framework 2011-2015 on disability particularly 3 thematic priority areas needed to be implement, 1) ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities towards an Inclusive ASEAN Community, 2) Promoting Inclusive Social Development and 3) Advancing ICTs/AT and Media for People with Disabilities  aims 1) to establish people-oriented and inclusive ASEAN Community through mainstreaming disability perspectives in ASEAN Mechanisms in order to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities, 2) to promote inclusive education and decent work of persons with disabilities through inclusive social development, 3) to promote capacity building of central/local government and Disabled Persons’ Organizations (DPOs), as well as civil society in promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities; 4) to promote information and communication accessibility through enhancing ICT literacy of persons with disabilities as well as research and development of accessible and assistive technologies for persons with disabilities.

�  Revised from   Constructing the social pillar of the ASEAN community, Remarks by M. C. Abad, Jr., Director, ASEAN Secretariat, at the 21st Asia Pacific  
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=14&pid=156" �http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=14&pid=156� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/mdg/" �http://www.undp.org/mdg/�  
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