JICA Training on Mainstreaming and Empowerment

 of Persons with Disabilities in Africa

PATHUMTHANI DECLARATION
SEPTEMBER 19th, 2008

We, from Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon, Rwanda Swaziland, Uganda and all stakeholders participated in the JICA Training on Mainstreaming and Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities in Africa, held in Japan and Thailand from August 17th – September 20th, 2008. Representing the African Continent vis-à-vis our hosts, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI-Japan) and Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific Regional Office (DPI/AP). 

Having reached consensus on all subjects presented and realizing the urgent need for promoting the signing, ratification and full implementation of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) we, DPI-Asia Pacific and DPOs from Africa here represented, hereby declare inter-alia: 
· Issues of disability especially on mainstreaming and empowerment of persons with disabilities need to constitute all national agendas of governments;

· We recognize the effective role of  Independent Living Centers (ILCs) and promise to start pilot projects in our home countries to improve the social well-being of Persons with Disabilities in an inclusive society;

· We urge our stakeholders to accept a paradigm shift from a charity-based to a rights–based approach and medical model to social model on disability as provided for by the CRPD;

· We appeal to our national governments, to set the machinery in motion to ensure the signing, ratification and implementation of the CRPD;

· We affirm the seriousness of Children, Women and Youth with Disabilities and recognize the vulnerability of all persons with disabilities with HIV/AIDS. We, therefore appeal to our national governments to consider this urgent issue;

· We appeal to our governments to emphasize the mainstreaming of Children, Women and Youth with disabilities in all education and training programmes; 
· We seek the positive role of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and Disabled Peoples’ Organizations (DPOs) in our countries. Consequently, we seek support from stakeholders and national governments;

· Persons with Disabilities should be represented in decision-making and legislation at all levels. This will ensure their advocacy role which is an essential element of monitoring and evaluating issues concerning persons with disabilities as adopted by governments for good governance;

· We also affirm the positive role of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in making life easier for Persons with Disabilities. We therefore urge the strengthening and cooperation to facilitate the acquisition of ICT equipment; 
· We appeal for the enactment of the Anti Disability Discrimination Acts in our respective countries;
· Regarding the Asia-Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons (2003-2012) and the African Decade of Disabled People (2000-2009), there should be full participation of persons with disabilities. Consequently, we ask national governments to incorporate the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF) and BMF plus five for sustainability. For Africa, we appeal to the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa along with the African Union (AU) and New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) to please consider and approve another Decade for Disabled People in Africa. This will enable us to catch up with our sister organization DPI-AP.
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Having fully realized the strategic role and benefits derived from the training on mainstreaming and empowerment of Persons with disabilities in Africa, we humbly recommend to:  
1.  JICA
· To support the African Decade of the Disabled People and DPOs. 
· To continue conducting leadership training in order to increase the number of empowered DPOs’ leaders in Africa.

· To support African countries to realize the implementation of Independent Living Programmes (ILP).

2. African Stakeholders: 
· We ask the African Union (AU) and New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) to empower and build the capacities of DPOs from grassroots level to national level;
3. DPI-Japan and DPI-AP
· To support African countries to realize the implementation of Independent Living Programmes (ILP). 
