JICA Training on Mainstreaming and Empowerment
 of People with Disabilities in Africa
BANGKOK DECLARATION 

AUGUST 31, 2007
We, from Nigeria, Rwanda and Zambia and all stakeholders participated in the JICA Training on Mainstreaming and Empowerment of People with Disabilities in Africa, held from August 5 – 31, 2007 in Japan and Thailand. We represent the African Continent, vis-à-vis our hosts, Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ International and Disabled Peoples’ International Asia-Pacific Regional Office,
Having reached consensus on all subjects taught and realizing the urgent need for promoting the ratification and full implementation of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), we, DPI-Asia Pacific and DPOs from Africa here represented, hereby declare inter-alia:
· Issues of disability especially on mainstreaming and empowerment of persons with disabilities need to constitute all national agendas of governments;

· We recognize the effective role of  Independent Living Centers (ILCs) and the social well-being of Persons with Disabilities in an inclusive society;

· We urge our stakeholders to accept a paradigm shift from a charity-based to a rights–based approach and medical model to social model on disability as provided for by the CRPD;

· We welcome the adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We appeal to our national governments, to set the machinery in motion to ensure the ratification of the CRPD;
· We affirm the seriousness of Women with Disabilities and recognize the vulnerability of all persons with disabilities on HIV and AIDS. We, therefore  appeal to our national governments to consider this urgent issue;

· We affirm the importance of the 7th DPI World Assembly in Korea from September 5 – 8, 2007; we urge our members to take full advantage of the gathering to advance the principles of the CRPD; 
· We acknowledge the positive role of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and Disabled Peoples’ Organizations (DPOs). Consequently, we seek support from stakeholders and national governments;

· Persons with Disabilities should be represented in decision-making and legislation at all levels. This will ensure their advocacy role which is an essential element of monitoring and evaluating issues concerning people with disabilities as adopted by governments for good governance;

· We also affirm the positive role of ICT in making life easier for Persons with Disabilities. We, therefore urge the strengthening of South-to-South cooperation to facilitate the acquisition of ICT equipment.
· Regarding the Asia-Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons (2003-2012) and the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2000-2009), there should be full participation of disabled people. Consequently, we ask national governments to incorporate the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF) for sustainability. For Africa, we appeal to the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa along with the African Union (AU) to please consider and approve another Decade for Disabled People in Africa. This will enable us to catch up with our sister organization DPI-AP.

We express our profound gratitude and thanks to JICA, DPI-Japan and DPI-AP and all our stakeholders for this training; we also appreciate the significant and proactive role that JICA has been playing in capacity building and improving the lives of Disabled People in developing countries through technical cooperation.

RECOMMENDATION TO JICA
· Having fully realized the strategic role and benefits drivable from the training in the past six years, we humbly recommend to JICA to continue to assist the African Decade for the Disabled People.
· To conduct leadership training in order to increase the number of empowered youth leaders.
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