Summary of Group A

Facilitator: Mr.Shoji Nakanishi and Mr.Ghulam
Group member: From Thailand, Pakistan, Philippines, Vietnam
Facilitator start with self introduction then introduces all topics and let group members vote for the most interested topic which are 1,4,6 and 7 namely

1. The sense to establish IL center by ourselves

4. Un-restriction on content

6. Who can be personal assistant?
7. Negotiation with government

Who can be personal assistant?
We don’t want volunteer nor family member to be PA. 
Thailand: In Thailand we started PA system with volunteers. Unfortunately after that change the target group to people lived near PWD. Payment is the problem and also finding suitable (Same sax) PA for each PWD. Some people think why PWD not use volunteer instead of paid PA. Recruiting low education person to be train to become PA is

Pakistan: There are misuse problems of PA.US$ 100 per year per 1 person. Some families in Pakistan not want people from outside to come to provide PA service. Culture barrier create limitation in PA work, People work the same work their family do. Cultural pressure come when PWD desire to live by themselves. IL should not for PWD in urban area only but also rural area. 

Philippines: In Philippines there are believes that if government has money and you would like to hide someone to be PA why not hire your family member such as your mother. Some group member
Kyrgyzstan: PA is very new concept for our country most of care takers of PWD are family member and PWD who hire PA have to pay by themselves. A lot of physical barriers in Kyrgyzstan and PA system will help to make Independent Living possible.

Vietnam: Most PAs are university students because rate of payment is only enough for student but not enough for people who want to earn their living with raising children. 

Ghulam: PA is important in every society how we can make society understand. There are threats and opportunities for instance we do not have enough money to buy house for PWD and we have many people looking for job. 

Shoji: Volunteers are good for occasional support but not quite reliable. Creating PA system is creating a job for society. PA should be recent work. PA. 200,000 PA who used to work with ILC in 25 years now are working in every area in society with the right attitude toward disability. 
Vietnam: PA should see the value of his/her job that could change PWD’s life when they proud in their job and have enough salary to earn their living PA will enjoy their job.

Thailand: Short term project limits PA system because ILC not be able to provide PA continuously 
Negotiation with governments
Thailand: Seems like government does not take responsibility 

Pakistan: present the need of PWD and educate government officer to understand IL and use UNCRPD. National committee was established to monitor national plan 
Philippines: Prepare document to explain about IL and benefits of PA system which good for PWD and PA.

Kyrgyzstan: demonstrate the PA system and quality of life of PWD who has PA. PA is a job. IL is human rights of PWD and responsibility of government in order to develop quality of life of PWD  

 Vietnam: Many sides such as invite government to observed the ILC which demonstrate IL service. Use media and testimony of user of PA service. Not ask all of budget but step by step.

Shiji: Push the law. Local government follows National law. Watch over local government officer when their change their position the policy may change. We work for future. When you want to create one IL model of person with severe disability who need 24 hour PA service should have 5-6 PAs then invite media to report his/her life story to society. When government understands realistic of independent living all welfare will be improved include housing and pension.     
