VICE-CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT REPRESENTING SOUTH-EAST ASIA SUBREGION

  (to be tabled at the DPI-Asia Pacific Regional Assembly, to be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 19 – 21 June 2010)
Please find the following brief report about the activities relating to the promotion of rights of persons with disabilities in the South-East Asia region. The period covered shall be from the year 2008 until the first half of 2010.

Nonetheless, we have to admit that due to certain constraints, especially in financial terms, we are not in the position to relate in minute details activities taken place in each individual member-country (apart from the country where the Vice-Chair person resides) but rather shall concentrate more on cooperation and coordination efforts between those countries in this sub-region. And, of course, we shall give special emphasis to information on UN CRPD ratification/implementation in this subregion. 

2. IDA ASIA PACIFIC SEMINAR TO PROMOTE CRPD.

A brief but very useful seminar was organized in Manila on February 11-12 2009 with a specific purpose of promoting the adoption of the United Nations Convention On The Rights Of Persons With Disabilities. The main objective of the seminar are as follows:-
· To increase the knowledge on the CRPD among key organisations in the Asia/Pacific region

· To exchange examples of good practice on the ratification and implementation of the CRPD at national level

· To explore ways in which to use regional initiative, in particular the Asia-Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, to promote the ratification and effective implementation of the CRPD in the Asia-Pacific region.

Another concrete outcome targeted by the seminar is an Asia-Pacific action plan for the implementation of the CRPD. The action plan would focus on actions to be undertaken at regional level.

It is please to report that most of the countries from the South-east Asia Region was present at the said seminar.
3. RATIFICATION OF UNCRPD.
It is appreciated that the CRPD is the first international legally-binding convention designed to protect and promote the rights of Persons with disabilities in a comprehensive manner. It has entered in to force internationally on May 3 2008.

It is with regret to observe that not every ASEAN countries has yet become parties to the convention by ratification. Malaysia for one has already signed the treaty on April 8 2008, but yet to ratify the same. We were informed that she is going to ratify it somewhere this month.

4. PROMOTION OF A RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH TO DISABILITY ISSUES

The Biwako Millennium Framework For Action (Otsu City, Japan), October 2002, provides policy recommendations for action by Governments in Asia and the Pacific region to achieve an inclusive, barrier-free and rights-based society for persons with disabilities in the 21st century.

a "rights-based" society means a society based on the concept of human rights, including the right to development.

Governments in this region are called to actively implement the paradigm shift from a charity-based approach to a rights-based approach to the development of persons with disabilities and to move towards the human rights perspective, especially the perspective of the right to development.

Two important policy directions are:

* To enact or enforce legislation and policies related to equal opportunities and treatment of persons with disabilities and their rights to equity in education, health, information and communications, training and employment, social services and other areas. 

· To include disability dimensions in all new and existing laws, policies plans, programmes and schemes.

Malaysia is a signatory country to the BMFA.

5. THE IMPORTANCE OF A NATIONAL DISABILITY LEGISLATION

National disability legislation is always regarded as a prerequisite for an effective national disability policy. It should not only

protect the human rights of persons with disabilities but also provide for the true implementation of those rights, aiming at their full integration in society.

National disability legislation therefore serves two main functions:

* To provide the basis for the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities;

· To avoid discrimination and harrassment of persons with disabilities.

The UN Standard Rules On The Equalization of Opportunities For Persons With Disabilities, 1995 identifies legislation as one of the key implementation measures to create equal opportunities for persons with disabilities. It also suggested that it is the responsibility of the government to create the necessary legal basis for measures to achieve the objectives of full participation and equality for persons with disabilities.

6. PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 2008
“An Act to provide for the registration, protection, rehabilitation, development and wellbeing of persons with disabilities, the establishment of the National Council for Persons with Disabilities, and for matters connected therewith.”

· Persons With Disabilities Act 2008 is the first disability legislation in Malaysia.

· It deals exclusively with disability matters.

· It came in to force on July 7 2008.

· It was applauded by the disabled community at large but we shall see whether it really meets the high hopes and expectations of the Malaysian disabled who are supposedly the beneficiaries under the Act.

7. THE VOICE OF THE DISABLED IN THE PARLIAMENT.
A history was set in Malaysia when on December 17 2007 a person with disabilities became the first disabled person to become a senator at the Dewan Negara, the legislative house in Malaysia. It is an excellent opportunity for a person with disabilities to represent disability group in Parliament to advocate for the issues and welfare of the disabled.
8. CONCLUSION.
It seems imperative for all member-countries in this region to develop a National Plan Of Action concerning persons with disabilities, to be followed up closely with a strategic plan for an effective adoption of the Convention On The Rights Of Persons With Disablities and full implementation of a special disability Act.

Thank you.
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