Country report- India

Major Activities carried out in last two years:

1. National Consultation on UNCRPD held in New Delhi on July 27 and 28, 2007 that led to the ratification of the Convention by India.

2. Strategic Round Table on Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on February 18 and 19, 2008.
3. Formation of the National Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (NCRPD) – India, a national body comprising of 22 disability rights leaders from across India and across disabilities, which has met 5 times in the last 2 years. The objective is to discuss burning disability issues and decide on course of action.
4. Formation of 3 Core Groups on Information Technology, Access and Health under NCRPD-India. Each Core Group has met twice in the last two years.
5. National Consultation on a new Disability Law based on UNCRPD on October 29 and 30, 2009 in New Delhi. It was attended by around 100 top notch disability sector leaders, government officials and representatives form political parties.
6. Round Table on Disability and Census 2011 organised in New Delhi on March 15 and 16, 2010. It was attended by 100 top notch disability sector leaders from across the country.
7. Disabled People’s Conclave held in New Delhi on May 29 and 30, 2010. 50 top notch disabled leaders for across the country participated in the discussions and came out with a charter of non-negotiable rights that should be enshrined in the new Disability Law based on UNCRPD. (Charter Enclosed)
Major Achievements in last two years:
1. Ratification of UNCRPD: DPI – India was part of the advocacy measures that eventually led to India ratifying UNCRPD on October 1, 2007. 

2. Inclusion of Disability in the XIth Five Year Plan: India has Five Year Plans that chalk out a strategy for development and work in various sectors. For the first time, disability was included as an elaborate chapter in it. Some of the mandates of the XIth Plan include: a separate Ministry for Disability Affairs, 3% budget allocation for disability in all Ministries, Sign Language Research Institute, a Universal Design Institute, inclusive education policies, etc.

3. New Disability law based on UNCRPD: DPI-India was part of the eight month long advocacy for a new disability legislation based on UNCRPD which finally led to the Government forming a Committee to draft a new law. (Copy of the Government notification enclosed)
Your contribution as MNA on South Asia, Asia-Pacifc Region and International Level:

1: Instrumental in the formation of the Commonwealth Disabled People’s                  Forum (CDPF) in March 2008 in London. Mr. Javed Abidi is the Secretary of CDPF. He attended the CDPF Executive Committee workshop in Kampala from June 14 to 18, 2009.
2: Invited as a Speaker at the National Conference on Universal Design and Accessible Transport in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on March 1 and 2, 2010.
3: Conducted a workshop for disability sector leaders of Malaysia on March 3 which led to the formation of Disability Rights Group – Malaysia.
Progress on Signing, Ratification and Implementation on UNCRPD:                
1. UNCRPD ratified by India on October 1, 2007.  

2. New disability legislation based on UNCRPD being drafted.
Future Role of Your Country in development of South Asia Sub-Regional Network:
India is the largest nation in the region with a 1 billion plus population. Conservative estimates suggest that there are 60-70 million disabled people in India. Over the years, a rights based disability movement is slowly gaining ground with more and more disabled people and DPOs coming to the forefront. DPI - India will be only too pleased to support the development of South Asia Sub – Regional Network in any way that we can.
Your contribution/suggestions for South Asia Sub-Regional Decade (1013-2022) for People with Disabilities:
Every nation must ratify UNCRPD and begin the implementation process in right earnest.
Disability issue should be mainstreamed in the national agenda (laws/policies) to bring about effective change.

Access should be a non-negotiable right for each and every disabled person. It has a direct impact on education, employment and day to day living of people with disabilities. 
Future role of South Asia sub-region (in the sub-regional, Regional and International Level):
To be discussed when we meet in Bangkok.

Any other input by MNA: N.A.
PS; Send report before 1st June 2010
