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United Nations Convention on the rights of Persons with Disabilities

Australian Report

Submitted by Australian Federation of Disability Organisations
Australia ratified UNCRPD on 17 July 2008.
Three interpretive declarations were made:

Article 12

Australia recognizes that persons with disability enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life. Australia declares its understanding that the Convention allows for fully supported or substituted decision-making arrangements, which provide for decisions to be made on behalf of a person, only where such arrangements are necessary, as a last resort and subject to safeguards 
Article 17

Australia recognizes that every person with disability has a right to respect for his or her physical and mental integrity on an equal basis with others. Australia further declares its understanding that the Convention allows for compulsory assistance or treatment of persons, including measures taken for the treatment of mental disability, where such treatment is necessary, as a last resort and subject to safeguards 
Article 18

Australia recognizes the rights of persons with disability to liberty of movement, to freedom to choose their residence and to a nationality, on an equal basis with others. Australia further declares its understanding that the Convention does not create a right for a person to enter or remain in a country of which he or she is not a national, nor impact on Australia’s health requirements for non-nationals seeking to enter or remain in Australia, where these requirements are based on legitimate, objective and reasonable criteria.
The Optional Protocol was signed 21 August 2009
Progress in implementing the UNCRPD has been slow. At present the Australian Government in conjunction with State and Territory Governments is developing a National Disability Strategy which references the CRPD.

The Australia Government is due to submit its baseline report to the UN Committee in August 2010. The report has  to date not been released to civil society for comment. Disabled Persons Organisations have been preparing a shadow report through extensive consultations with people with disability throughout Australia.
A one day forum was held in 2009 on Article 12 in preparation for the UN Committee’s day of discussion on this Article in October 2009.

Disabled Person’s Organisations have been referencing the CRPD in their work.
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