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	ICRC

Ratification
	CRPD

Ratified
	References to children with disabilities in CRC

 53rd Session Concluding Observations

	Burkina Faso


	1990
	Yes
	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Burkina Faso, please click here.


	Cameroon
	1993


	Signed


	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Cameroon, please click here.


	Ecuador
	1990


	Yes


	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Ecuador, please click here.


	El Salvador


	1990


	Yes


	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of El Salvador, please click here.


	Norway
	1991


	Signed


	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Norway, please click here.


	Mongolia
	1990


	Yes


	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Mongolia, please click here.


	Paraguay
	1990


	Yes


	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Paraguay, please click here.

	Tajikistan
	1993


	No
	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Tajikistan, please click here.


	OPSC

	Ecuador
	2004
	Yes
	No references to children with disabilities in Ecuador´s Concluding Observations.

	El salvador
	2004
	Yes
	No references to children with disabilities in El Salvador´s Concluding Observations.

	Estonia
	2004
	Signed
	For detailed information on references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Estonia, please click here.

	Mongolia
	2003
	Yes
	No references to children with disabilities in Mongolia´s Concluding Observations.

	OPAC

	Ecuador
	2004
	Yes
	No references to children with disabilities in Ecuador´s Concluding Observations.

	Israel
	2005
	Signed
	No references to children with disabilities in Israel´s Concluding Observations.

	Liechtenstein
	2005
	No
	No references to children with disabilities in Liechtenstein´s Concluding Observations.

	Mongolia
	2004
	Yes
	No references to children with disabilities in Mongolia´s Concluding Observations.


EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO 

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

BURKINA FASO

Concluding Observations
4. The Committee also welcomes the ratification by the State Party of the following: 

- Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 23 July 2009; 
5. The Committee also welcomes the adoption of the National Policy for the Comprehensive Development of Young Children, the National Strategic Framework to combat HIV/AIDs (2006-2010), the National Action Plan against Trafficking in Persons of 2007 as well as the creation of a multisectoral Committee for the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities and a National Committee for Combating the Practice of Excision (SP/CNLPE). 
Data collection 
18. While noting the establishment of a permanent data collection system has been launched in 2002, the Committee expresses concern that this system is not yet operational as reflected by the lack of up-to-date, comprehensive and disaggregated data and information in the State party’s report on all the areas covered by the Convention. The Committee is also concerned that the population census of 2006 was not used to collect data on children including on children in need of special protection. 

19. The Committee encourages the State party to continue to strengthen its data collection system with the support of its partners and to use this data as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention. The Committee reminds the State party of its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.193 para. 18) stating that the data should cover all children up to the age of 18 years and be disaggregated by sex, age, urban and rural area with specific emphasis on groups of vulnerable children, including child victims of abuse, neglect or ill-treatment, children with disabilities, refugee and asylum-seeking children, children in conflict with the law, working children, and street children. 
Non-discrimination 
26. The Committee reiterates the concern previously expressed at the persistence of de facto discrimination against children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, such as children with disabilities and children living in rural areas, among whom girls are often disproportionately affected. 
27. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to review, monitor and ensure implementation of legislation guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on gender, ethnic, religious or any other grounds and against all vulnerable groups of children throughout the country. 
Access to appropriate information 
36. The Committee takes note of the opening of several libraries for children in the State party, including in the rural regions. However, the Committee is concerned that children still have a limited access to appropriate information which is mainly disseminated only in French, a language that most children do not understand. The Committee is also concerned that no information was provided by the State party on the measures undertaken to guarantee access to information to children with disabilities. The Committee is further concerned that children are increasingly exposed to inappropriate or offensive material through access to internet. 

37. The Committee recommends that the State increase its efforts to provide children with access to appropriate information in all the State party’s languages and pay particular attention to the most disadvantaged children, among them, girls, children with disabilities and children living in rural and remote areas. The Committee also recommends that the State party consider adopting specific legislation and develop appropriate guidelines to protect children from information and material injurious to their well-being, in accordance with article 17 (e) of the Convention. 
Children with disabilities 
52. The Committee takes notes of the current adoption of a Law and a Strategy on the protection of disabled persons as well as the creation in 2005 of a multisectoral committee for the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities. However, while the Committee notes that efforts were made to provide children with disabilities with financial support and school opportunities, it expresses concern that children with disabilities continue to have a limited access to appropriate health care, education and job opportunities. The Committee is also concerned that in spite of the strong advocacy by the Coalition of Associations for the Promotion of People living with a Handicap, no data was collected during the 2006 census about people with disabilities and no study conducted into the causes of disabilities, which precludes effective planning for prevention and appropriate care. 

53. While adopting its Law and Strategy on disabled persons, the Committee urges the State carefully review and implement the previous recommendations of the Committee (CRC/C/15/Add.193 para. 47) and to: 
a) Carry out studies to assess the nature causes of disabilities in the State party; 
b) Ensure the use of adequate and comprehensive data in the development of policies and programmes for children with disabilities; 
c) Review the situation of these children in terms of their access to suitable health care, education services and employment opportunities; 
d) Allocate adequate resources to strengthen services for children with disabilities, support their families and train professionals in the field; 
e) Strengthen policies and programmes of inclusion in regular education, train teachers and make schools accessible; 
f) Sensitize the population to the human rights of children with disabilities; 
g) Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO; and 
h) Take into account the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006) 
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CAMEROON

Concluding Observations
Data collection 
19. The Committee welcomes the adoption in 2008 of a comprehensive National Strategy for the Development of Statistics and the plans to establish a new monitoring and evaluation system. However, the Committee is concerned at the constraints and difficulties of the National Institute of Statistics to collect and analyze data and information on children. It is also concerned at the lack of reliable data that is disaggregated inter alia by age, sex, geographical location and socioeconomic background, on the implementation of the Convention, particularly on children with disabilities, children in street situations, children victims of child labour, trafficking and sexual exploitation. 

20. The Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a) Provide the National Institute of Statistics with adequate human, technical and financial resources in order to implement the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics, ensuring that data collected on children is disaggregated inter alia by age, sex, geographical location and socioeconomic background; 
(b) Ensure that information collected contains up to date data on a wide range of vulnerable groups including children living in poverty, children with disabilities, children in street situations, children victims of child labour, trafficking and sexual exploitation; and 
(c) Strengthen a data collection system with the support of partners and use this data as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights, and to help design effective policies to implement the Convention. 
Non-discrimination 
27. The Committee is deeply concerned at the persistence of de facto discrimination among children in the enjoyment of their rights. It is especially concerned that girls, indigenous children, children with disabilities, refugee children, children from poor rural areas, and children in street situations suffer particular disadvantages with regard to education, access to health and social services. The Committee also regrets the existence of traditions under which only male children are regarded as heirs in matters of inheritance. 

28. The Committee urges the State party to: 
(a) Strengthen efforts to end all discriminatory practices against children and ensure equal respect for the rights of all girl and boy children in the State party, including indigenous and refugee children, children living in poor rural areas and children with disabilities; 
Children with disabilities 
51. The Committee recognizes the State party’s efforts to ensure the rights of children with disabilities and notes that the Act on the Protection of Disabled Persons is currently under review. However, the Committee is concerned at the lack of a clear definition of disabilities and objective classification of children with disabilities in line with WHO standards, the lack of resources for children with disabilities and the limited number of specialized health care and other qualified personnel to address their needs. 

52. In light of the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee recommends that the State party: 
(a) Adopt a clear definition of disability in line with international standards; 
(b) Take all necessary measures to ensure the implementation of legislation providing protection for children with disabilities and ensure that the review process of the Act on the Protection of Disabled Persons fully take into account the rights of children with disabilities and be achieved in a timely manner; 
(c) Increase human, technical and financial resources allocated to children with disabilities focusing on the development of community based services which could better reach families with children with disabilities in all areas and provide basic education, social and health services; 
(d) Effectively provide children with disabilities with access to adequate social and health services, as well as to quality and inclusive education; 
(e) Continue its effort to carry out awareness campaigns to sensitize the public about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities and encourage their inclusion in education and in society; and 
(f) Provide training for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers and medical, paramedical and related personnel. 
85. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Convention on Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the International Convention for the Protection of all Person from Enforced Disappearances. 
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ECUADOR
Concluding Observations
5. The Committee further welcomes that Ecuador has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 
Data collection 
23. While acknowledging recent efforts to improve planning and budgeting including data collection, the Committee is concerned at the lack of a comprehensive system of data collection and analysis as well as inadequate data on specific groups of children, particularly indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children, children with disabilities, children out of school, working children, and other children in need of special protection. 

24. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its system of collecting disaggregated data by age group, gender, ethnicity, geographic and/or administrative location, etc. covering all areas of the Convention as a basis to assess progress achieved in the realization of children’s rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention. The Committee recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF, for this purpose. 
Children with disabilities 
56. While welcoming that the Constitution (articles 50 and 53) guarantees full social integration and equal opportunities for children with disabilities, as well as the Ecuador without Barriers Programme (Programa Ecuador sin Barreras), and that children with disabilities have been included in mainstream education, the Committee is concerned at the lack of support provided to the families and at the high cost for the family of treating children with disabilities. 

57. In light of art. 23 of the Convention, the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities, including access to education and providing adequate resources in order for parents to be able to care properly for their children. It further recommends the collection of data disaggregated by age, sex, ethnic origin and socioeconomic background and increased cooperation with civil society. 
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EL SALVADOR

Concluding Observations
5.The Committee also welcomes the ratification of the following international treaties:

c)The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 14 December 2007.

Data collection

21.The Committee notes that the newly established Secretariat of Social Inclusion within the Office of the Presidency of the Republic has started a consultative process to collect information and statistics in areas where this is virtually absent, such as on indigenous children and children with disabilities. The Committee also notes that ISNA will now have also investigation and research capacity as well as the role of collecting data in areas relevant for the Convention. However, the Committee remains concerned at the current lack of a comprehensive nationwide system of data collection covering all areas of the Convention and its two Protocols throughout the country.
22.The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation that the State Party strengthen its efforts to develop a comprehensive system of collection of data on the implementation of the Convention. The data should cover all children below the age of 18 years - disaggregated by sex, age, rural and urban areas, ethnicity, disabilities, victims of violence, cycle of life (particularly early childhood and adolescents) and other relevant indicators - and be easily accessible and available to the general public. To this end, the State party should consider strengthening the General Statistics and Census Department of the Ministry of Economy (DIGESTYC) as well as providing the necessary human, technical and financial resources to the data collection and research activities carried out by the ISNA and the Secretariat of Social Inclusion, 
Non-discrimination

27.The Committee regrets that, despite the State party’s efforts to combat racism and discrimination, discriminatory attitudes and social exclusion still affect some sections of the child population, and in particular adolescents, children with disabilities, girls, children living in rural and remote areas, indigenous children and children from economically excluded families. The Committee also notes the persistence of a traditional patriarchal conception of the family, which often results in girls being given subordinate and dangerous tasks – such as domestic service - which place them in a vulnerable situation and at risk of abuses. Furthermore, the Committee is also concerned that adolescents are often mistakenly depicted in the media and in the society as the main cause of the spread of violence affecting the country
28.In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party:
d)Intensify its efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of de facto discrimination against adolescents, children with disabilities, girls, children living in rural and remote areas, children in street situations, indigenous children and children from economically excluded families;
Children with disabilities
56.The Committee notes with appreciation the various initiatives taken by the National Council for Comprehensive Attention to Persons with Disabilities (Consejo Nacional de Atención Integral a las Personas con Discapacidad, CONAIPD) aimed at promoting and ensuring equal rights of children with disabilities, including the efforts to integrate children with disabilities into the regular education system. Nevertheless, the Committee regrets that the State party did not succeed in conducting a census to reflect the exact number of children with disabilities, which results in the invisibility of the children and the limited scope of the relevant strategies. The Committee is also concerned that children with disabilities still experience various forms of discrimination.

57.The Committee recommends that the State party continue the measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities, by taking into account the General Comment No. 9 (2006) (CRC/C/GC/9), on the rights of children with disabilities, art. 23 of the Convention, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against persons with disabilities; and:
a) Continue taking measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities;
b) Make additional efforts in order to collect data and maintain updated and disaggregated information and statistical data about children with disabilities;
c) Establish concrete mechanisms to improve equal access of children with disabilities to education and health services; in this respect, inclusive education should be encouraged as much as possible; the offer of education for children with disabilities should have as priority concern the special needs of each child; 
d) Undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional (i.e. disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the local level and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups to ensure that all children with special needs are being taken care of, while working hand in hand with the private sector;
e) Establish systems of early identification and early intervention as part of their health services; and
f) Implement the provisions contained in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
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NORWAY
Concluding Observations
Non-discrimination 
19. The Committee welcomes the entry into force in January 2006 of the Antidiscrimination Act and the establishment also in 2006 of an Equality and Anti-Discrimination Ombud, an Equality and Anti-Discrimination Tribunal and the adoption of an Action Plan to Promote Equality and Prevent Ethnic Discrimination. The Committee takes note of the ongoing debate as to whether age discrimination of children should be included in the law and whether children should be given the right to file complaints if they are discriminated against due to their age. However, it is concerned at information, including from children, that minority and indigenous children feel stigmatized and maltreated, including by other children, and that children with disabilities complain that their rights are not respected. 

20. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary steps to combat discrimination against children from minority groups, indigenous children and children with disabilities and to familiarize children from an early age with the right of every child to be protected against discrimination. The Committee also recommends that the State party carefully examine the possibility of expanding legislation to provide protection of children against discrimination on the grounds of their age. 
62. The Committee recommends the State party to consider ratifying international human rights instruments which are also relevant for the implementation of child rights, to which it is not yet party, namely the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
Mental Health 
42. While noting that mental health services for children are being improved through the National Programme for Mental Health, the Committee is concerned at the increasingly long waiting period for mental health care for children and young people. The Committee is also seriously concerned about studies that indicate a rapid increase within a short period of time of the prescription to children of psycho-stimulants such as Ritalin and Concerta diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). 

43. The Committee recommends that the State party continue to develop all components of a mental health care system for children and young people, including prevention, treatment of common mental health problems in primary health care and specialised care for serious disorders through an increasing number of specially trained professionals working with children in the field of mental health care, and reduce the waiting period in mental health services. The Committee also recommends that the State party carefully examine the phenomenon of over-prescription of psycho-stimulants to children and take initiatives to provide children diagnosed with ADHD, as well as their parents and teachers, with access to a wide range of psychological, educational and social measures and treatments. 
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MONGOLIA

Concluding Observations
4. The Committee welcomes the adoption of many legislative and other measures taken with a view to implementing the Convention, including the enactment of: 

 (d) Law for Citizens with Disabilities (2005); 
6. The Committee notes with appreciation the State party’s accession to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2009) and its signature of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (2009). 

Non-discrimination 
25. The Committee notes that, in principle, measures have been taken to protect vulnerable children from discrimination. However, the Committee remains concerned that gender-based discrimination affects both boys and girls, and that in practice, children experience unequal treatment (alag uzdeg) based on, inter alia, a child’s ethnic group, disability, living standards or those of the child’s family, or given the child’s residential location. The Committee is also concerned about the inequalities existing among the population in the Western region and the Kazak minority, and other minorities. 

26. The Committee recommends that the State party monitor and ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention. The Committee further urges the State party to ensure that cases of discrimination against children in all sectors of society are effectively addressed and requests that specific information, as outlined above, be provided in the next periodic report as well as on the measures taken to follow-up on the 2009 Durban Review Conference. 
Children with disabilities 
48. While acknowledging efforts made by the State party, the Committee remains concerned at the numerous problems faced by children with disabilities. In particular, it is concerned that the legal definitions of persons with disabilities are too broad and that conflicting legal provisions impact negatively on persons with disabilities. Further, the Committee is highly concerned at the social exclusion of children with disabilities due to improper infrastructure and to their lack of access to education, social welfare and health services. Overall, the Committee notes the difficulties faced by children with disabilities to enjoy a “full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child’s active participation.” 

49. The Committee recommends that the State party continue to strengthen measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities and that it take into account art. 23 of the Convention, its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9) to, inter alia: 
(a) Collect accurate disaggregated statistical data on children with disabilities at the national and local levels and establish a database of children with disabilities; 
(b) Develop a comprehensive national policy for children with disabilities; 
(c) Ensure that children with disabilities exercise their right to education to the maximum extent possible, including vocational training; 
(d) Undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional (i.e., disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the local level and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups and training for professionals; 
(e) Develop early identification and early intervention services for infants and pre-school children with disabilities, with a special focus on family support and community involvement; and 
(f) Carry out public awareness initiatives among children, parents, families, caretakers and communities to encourage a positive and discrimination-free understanding and outlook for children with disabilities. 
Mental health 
55. The Committee notes the efforts made by the State party to address mental health problems among children. However, the Committee expresses its strong concern over the increasing number of children vulnerable to depression, stress, tobacco and drug addiction, and behavioural disorders, in particular among urban children, and the lack of effective preventive interventions to proactively manage these public health problems. The Committee is highly concerned about suicides among children in the State party, especially among girls. 

56. The Committee recommends that the State party develop a comprehensive national child mental health policy, along with all obligatory components of core recommendations by the WHO, including mental health promotion, counselling, prevention of mental health disorders in primary health care, schools and communities, as well as out-patient and in-patient mental health services for children and adolescents with severe mental health problems, without stigmatizing affected children. The Committee also recommends that the State party make available assistance to children attending primary school and dormitories for the first time, in order to support their cognitive, social and emotional developmental needs. 
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PARAGUAY
Concluding Observations
3. The Committee welcomes a number of positive developments in the reporting period, including the adoption of legislative measures taken with a view to implementing the Convention, such as: 

(e) Act No. 2861/2006 to Suppress the Trade and Commercial Dissemination of Pornographic Material Depicting Minors or the Disabled;
4. The Committee also welcomes the ratification by the State party of the following: 

 (c) The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities on 28 June 2002; 
(g) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 3 September 2008. 
The Committee’s previous recommendations (CRC/C/15/Add.166) 
6. The Committee notes that some of the concerns and recommendations (CRC/C/15/Add.166, 2001) made upon the consideration of the State party’s second periodic report have been addressed, but regrets that many others have been insufficiently or only partly addressed. 

7. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the second periodic report that have not yet been implemented or sufficiently implemented, including those related to the harmonization of laws with the Convention, improved coordination of the national and the local levels, resource allocations for children, data collection, general principles of the Convention, birth registration, children with disabilities, violence and abuse against children, including sexual abuse, and juvenile justice, and to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations. 
Non-discrimination 
24. The Committee welcomes the fact that the rights of the indigenous have been set as a priority in the platform of the new administration of government and the existence of a bill against all forms of discrimination. However, the Committee remains concerned that discrimination affects children in the State party for reasons of ethnic origin, native language, gender, nationality, disability and street situations The Committee is particularly concerned about discrimination faced by the indigenous population which resulted in various inequalities for the children. 

25. The Committee, in line with article 2 of the Convention, strongly recommends that the State party: 
(a) Intensify its efforts to prevent and eliminate any de facto discrimination against indigenous children, children living in poverty, girls, children in street situations, and children with disabilities; 
Children with disabilities 
48. The Committee welcomes different initiatives and efforts carried to ensure the rights of children with disabilities in the State party, including the ratification of the CRPD. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned that there is no comprehensive policy or national plan directed specifically to this sector of the population. Moreover, the Committee regrets that children with disabilities still continue to experience discrimination, that teachers are not properly trained to assist their needs and that there is a lack of collection of data concerning children with disabilities. 

49. The Committee recommends that the State party continue the measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities, by taking into account the General Comment No. 9 (2006) (CRC/C/GC/9), on the rights of children with disabilities, art. 23 of the Convention, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against persons with disabilities: 
(a) Developing a policy and adopting a specific Plan of Action to provide health care, comprehensive education and protection to children and adolescents with disabilities. 
(b) Reinforcing the policy-making instance by giving it the institutional structure and capacity required to coordinate the design and application of comprehensive policies; 
(c) Making available reliable and quality disaggregated data on the extent and causes of disability; 
(d) Undertaking greater efforts to make available the necessary professional (i.e. disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the municipal level and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups to ensure that all children with disabilities are being taken care of; 
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TAJIKISTAN
Concluding Observations
Allocation of resources 
16. The Committee welcomes the reforms made in financing the education and health sectors. Nevertheless, the Committee notes that the investments in the areas of health, education and social protection remain very low, and comprise very small percentages of the GDP. The Committee notes that, as a result of the international economic crisis, the remittances from Tajik migrant workers abroad, which amounted to significant proportion (30%) of the GDP, have decreased dramatically. In addition, the Committee notes the lack of information about the subsidy programs and their monitoring mechanisms. The Committee notes that much effort needs to be made by the State party to ensure transparent and efficient budgetary management and evaluation of the impact of investments on children. 

17. The Committee recommends the full implementation of Article 4 of the Convention by: 
 (b) Elaborating strategic budgetary programs to reduce the disparities and to target the rights of disadvantaged groups, including children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children living in remote areas, children infected with HIV/AIDS, orphans, girls and others;
Non-discrimination 
26. While acknowledging the legislative amendments and actions taken to address discrimination against women and girls, the Committee remains concerned about the limited implementation of these laws and the persisting de facto discrimination against girls. The Committee is particularly concerned about the high drop out rates of girls in rural areas from schools due to negative traditional and religious attitudes on the roles of girls and women in the society. The Committee is also concerned at discriminatory attitudes and discrimination against children with disabilities, children in care institutions and children living in rural areas. 

27. The Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to implement existing legislation and ensure that all children within its jurisdiction, particularly girls, children with disabilities, children in care institutions, children living in rural areas and other vulnerable groups of children, enjoy all the rights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with article 2. The Committee also recommends that the State party prioritize and target social services for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups. The Committee encourages the State party to launch comprehensive public education campaigns to prevent and combat the negative traditional and religious attitudes, including gender discrimination. 
Torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
37. While noting that the law enforcement officers have undergone trainings by nongovernmental organizations, the Committee regrets that there is no mandatory training programme for law enforcement officials on children’s rights. The Committee is especially concerned about reports of ill-treatment of children in residential institutions for children with disabilities and lack of investigation of such cases. 

38. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt appropriate measures to combat torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, including systematic training programmes at the national and local level, addressed to all professionals working with and for children on prevention of and protection against torture and other forms of ill-treatment. The Committee further recommends that the State party investigate the allegations of torture and ill-treatment of children, particularly of children in residential institutions, ensure the systematic and routine investigation and prosecution of reported cases and take all necessary measures to bring the alleged perpetrators to justice. 
Children with disabilities 
50. The Committee regrets that the institutionalisation of children with disabilities remains a common practice in Tajikistan. It welcomes the establishment of the experts group that has analyzed the situation of children with disabilities, but it regrets that the state institutions for children with disabilities do not provide quality education, rehabilitation services and development of necessary skills. It also notes poor conditions in such institutions and malnutrition as well as limited inclusion policies for children with disabilities. 

51. The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a) Take measures to decrease the level of institutionalisation of children with disabilities and to assist families with children with disabilities with appropriate care, inter alia, by strengthening their parenting skills and providing adequate financial resources and necessary support in order to decrease institutionalization of children with disabilities; 
(b) Increase its effort to carry out awareness raising campaigns to sensitize the public about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities and promote their inclusion in the system of education and in society; 
(c) Support development of community based early intervention services; 
(d) Improve the physical access of children with disabilities to public service buildings, including recreational infrastructures and schools; 
(e) Improve conditions in residential institutions for children with disabilities and establish mechanisms of independent monitoring of standards of care and children’s rights in these institutions, as well as establish a system of training special education professionals; 
(f) Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; 
(g) Take into account article 23 and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9) as well as the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96). 
52. (...). The Committee is concerned about the lack of information in the State party report on the situation in the field of mental health of children and adolescents and services available for children with mental health problems. The Committee is also concerned about high rates of malnutrition among children and the lack of access to sanitation and clean, sufficient, reliable and affordable drinking water. 

53. The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(e) Develop and implement a comprehensive child mental health policy which includes all obligatory components, as recommended by WHO, inter alia, regarding mental health promotion, prevention of mental disorders in primary health care, outpatient and inpatient mental health services, with a view of improving mental health of children and preventing institutionalization and stigmatization of children with mental disorders; 
75. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the core United Nations human rights treaties and their Protocols to which it is not yet a party, namely the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman, Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
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OPSC

ESTONIA
Concluding Observations
Other legal provisions 
47. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict, which it has already signed. In addition, the Committee encourages the State party to ratify, as stated by the delegation, the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings and the Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, signed by the State party in 2008. 
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