The Global South to North Disability Research Network

E-Newsletter: 4th Edition (August, 2010)

Welcome to the 4rd Edition of the Global South to North Disability Research Network E-newsletter. This e-newsletter is in association with the Research Institute of Health and Social Change, Manchester Metropolitan University, Breakthrough UK Ltd, Centre for Rehabilitation Studies, Stellenbosch University [South Africa]) and Centre for Global Health, Trinity College Dublin, Disabled People International and African Network on Evidence-to-Action in Disability (AfriNEAD). This edition contains abstracts of recently completed theses. The authors of these studies are willing to share the soft copies of their work. If you need a copy, please email direct to the authors, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank them for unselfishly willing to share their findings. If you want to share your Masters, PhD, or ongoing research work, please send us the abstracts so that we can publish them in the newsletter as we intend to make this a regular feature. For theses, please indicate if you are willing to share with readers the whole thesis or just the abstract. Include the name of the university and year the study was completed.
As we always say, the aims of our e-newsletter are to provide informal, off the press and informative monthly details of global south and global north disability research activities, which might be of interest to audiences including disability activists, organisations of disabled people, students, researchers, policy makers, families, practitioners and local authorities. This sharing and networking links into the aims of the Disability Studies Association (http://www.disabilitystudies.net/), African Network on Evidence-to-Action on Disability (www.afrinead.org) and Disabled People International (www.dpi.org).   
We look forward to your contributions for the 5th Edition (September) by latest 30 August  2010 so that we have time to put together the e-newsletter. We would appreciate to have contributions from all the continents so that we establish stronger links between the global south and global north. When contributing, please include the following: 
·  Funding priorities which readers might be able to link into for funding bids. The details of your institution and one contact person and their email address 
· Monthly commitment to provide us with BRIEF information (including related web links) about disability research activities you and your colleagues are involved with. This could be no more than a few lines. Please ensure that you do not send attachments as we want to keep it workable, informal and relatively easy to read. 

· To provide details on such things as news on forthcoming publications; 
conferences/seminars you are attending or hosting; funding opportunities of interest to disability researchers; news from local and national government; international disability issues; stories from research; ideas for research that you would like to explore with interested others; disability studies teaching materials and resources; links to new policy and user consultation, etc? 
· To provide in your email information categorised in terms of your institution e.g. News from the Research Institute of Health and Social Change, Manchester Metropolitan University or Activities of the Disability Studies team at University of Cape Town, etc. 

· To make the email simple text without loads of formatting for ease of putting together the online e-newsletter.

· To posit other ideas for developing the e-newsletter.
When submitting, please remember to use simple text version for easy accessibility. Once again, thank you for your support, and please submit your contributions to Tsitsi at: tchataika@sun.ac.za 

 
Enjoy the last leg of the FIFA World Cup. Congratulations to the last four countries that be battling to get the golden cup. If your team did not make it on the African soil, never mind, it is only football! And Brazil 2014 is just around the corner!
Very best wishes

Editors: 
Tsitsi Chataika (Stellenbosch University, Centre for Rehabilitation Studies & Centre for Global Health, Trinity College Dublin); 


Dan Goodley (Manchester Metropolitan University) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

1. News from the Centre for Rehabilitation Studies, Stellenbosch University 
Contact: Judy Mckenzie – jmjudymckenzie2@gmail.com
(a)  The Centre for Rehabilitation Studies at the University of Stellenbosch has recently completed a disability research audit commissioned by the Southern Africa Federation of the Disabled (SAFOD). The audit was an exercise that aimed to identify researchers and research that currently exists in the SAFOD region. This resulted in a preliminary database of researchers working in the 10 member countries. It is hoped that this database will be extended and maintained through collaboration with SAFOD and other disability networks. The audit was also an opportunity to explore perspectives on research relating to definitions of disability, emancipatory values and the use of research as evidence to action. A long term aim of the audit would be to facilitate dialogue between academic researchers, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), community based organizations (CBOs) and disabled people’s organizations (DPOs), and a range of other stakeholders about what research means for disabled people; and to explore what skills, knowledge and values are necessary for valid and effective disability-related research. The report is currently with SAFOD and will be disseminated once they have reviewed it. Contact Dr. Judy Mckenzie, jmjudymckenzie2@gmail.com; Gubela Mji, gumji@sun.ac.za or Siphokazi Gcaza, sgcaza@sun.ac.za if you would like to know more about the project. 

2. News from Italian Association Amici di Raoul Follereau (AIFO), Italy 
Contact: Sunil Deepak (Head, Medical Support Department) – sunil.deepak@aifo.it
(a) Samagama Participatory Action Research and Knowledge /CBR Research initiative

 

Samagama Participatory Action Research and Knowledge in Community-based Rehabilitation (S-PARK/CBR) initiative aims to look at the impact of CBR project covering 1.8 million population in Mandya district of India through two parallel and complementary approaches. This research brings together persons with disabilities, DPOs, persons from non-governmental organisations and academics from different universities with technical support of World Health Organisation. The two parallel and complementary research approaches are:

 

(1) It adapts a standard quantitative survey based approach in areas covered by CBR project as well controls in neighbouring uncovered areas by interviewing key stakeholders including more 3000 persons with different disabilities, their community leaders, school teachers, care givers, etc. The survey was completed in April 2010 and the data analysis has been started.

 

(2) An emancipatory approach by involving disabled academics, DPOs and persons with disabilities from the rural communities by looking at 22 priority themes identified by the disabled persons themselves. This research component is expected to involve around 400 persons with different disabilities, through an year long process, that started in April 2010. Apart from written reports, this research component also allows persons with disabilities to record and present their opinions about different research themes through video films.

 

More information about the research is available at the AIFO website: http://www.aifo.it/english/proj/research/sparkcbr/index.htm
3. News from University of KwaZulu Natal
Contact:  Kitty Grant - kittyb@mweb.co.za 
(a) Request for assistance with Disability Policy/plan information in Eastern & Southern Africa (ESA)

 
I write to request some guidance with a piece of research myself and colleagues are working on. I am assisting Jill and HEARD to conduct a piece of research into disability and HIV in Eastern and Southern Africa, and one of the things we are doing is looking at the disability laws, policies and plans in ESA countries to determine the extent to which they protect the rights of people with disabilities in the context of HIV and AIDS.

 

We have sourced a number of disability-related laws, policies and plans in countries in ESA. However, it was suggested to us that perhaps we have not managed to locate all of them. Please would you kindly help us by sending us any information you have on disability laws, policies and/or plans in ESA countries. I am enclosing the table we have drawn up reflecting the various documents we have sourced, for your information - but briefly, below, we have found the following:

 

Angola: No disability law, policy or plan

Botswana: No law or plan, but there is a POLICY ‘National Policy on Care for People with Disabilities 1996’

Burundi: No disability law, policy or plan (this may well be incorrect, since we struggled to locate info from Burundi and most is also in French)

DRC: No disability law, policy or plan (similar position as Burundi)

Kenya: There is a LAW, POLICY AND PLAN. “Persons with Disabilities Act, 2003” ‘Draft National Policy on Disability, 2005’ (is there no FINAL policy?), and ‘Strategic Plan on Disability 2006-2009’

Lesotho: No disability law, policy or plan. There was mention at some point of developing an Integrated Disability Framework but can’t find documents since then?

Madagascar: No disability policy or plan, there is a 1997 LAW 

Malawi: No disability policy or plan, there is a LAW ‘Handicapped Persons Act, 1971’

Mauritius: No disability policy or plan, there are LAWS. ‘Equal Opportunities Act, 2005’ and ‘Training and Employment of Disabled Persons Act, 1996’

Mozambique: No disability law, but there is a POLICY and a PLAN. ‘National Disability Policy, 1999’ and ‘National Plan of Action for Disability 2006-2010’

Namibia: No plan, but there is a LAW and a POLICY: ‘National Council on Disability Act 2004’ and ‘National Policy on Disability, 2004’

Rwanda: No disability law, policy or plan

Seychelles: No policy or plan but there is a LAW: ‘National Council for Disabled Persons Act 1994’

South Africa: There is no policy or plan; there is a LAW (an anti-discrimination (not disability-specific) law) and a DRAFT STRATEGY as well as an HIV AND DISABILITY PLAN:: ‘Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act, 2000’ and ‘White Paper on an Integrated National Disability Strategy, 1997’, ‘SANAC Disability and HIV Plan 2009-2010’

Swaziland: No disability law, policy or plan

Tanzania: There is no disability plan, there are LAWS as well as a POLICY: ‘Disabled Persons Care and Maintenance Act, 1982’; ‘Disabled Persons Employment Act, 1982’, ‘National Policy on Disability, 2004’

Uganda: No disability policy or plan, there is LAWS: ‘National Council for Disability Act, 2003’ and Persons with Disabilities Act, 2006.

Zambia: No disability policy or plan, there is a LAW: Persons with Disabilities Act 1996

Zimbabwe: No disability policy or plan, there is a LAW: ‘Disabled Persons Act, 1992’

We would greatly appreciate any assistance.
4. News from United Voice (Malaysia)
Contact:  Teoh Hooi Ting-  unitedvoiceinfo@gmail.com 
(a) 15th World Congress of Inclusion International at Berlin, Germany
International (II) is a global federation of family-based organizations advocating for the human rights of people with intellectual disabilities worldwide. I was sponsored by Inclusion International and the Congress organizer to participate as speaker in the Inclusion International 15th World Congress which was held from 16th to 19th June 2010 at the Convention Center of Estrel Hotel, Berlin, Germany. The theme of Inclusion International 15th World Congress “Inclusion – Transforming Global Rights into Action", I like it because it sounds sweet and very powerful. 2300 people and 120 speakers from all over the world were welcomed in this Congress. There were a lot of workshops that covered many issues which are related to persons with intellectual disability such as the UN Convention, Human Rights, economy, inclusive education, employment, self-advocacy, family and etc. I presented about United Voice and the Self-Advocacy Movement in Malaysia at the workshop on Self-advocacy in developing countries – Examples of Good Practices. Besides, I also shared to other participants about disability movement in Malaysia according to what I know. I think Inclusion International Congress is a good platform for everybody from disability background or work for the disabled persons such as professors, social workers, supporters, family members and self-advocates from all over the world gather together to share, to discuss, to report the achievements, to learn and to exchange knowledge from each other so that they can provide better services for people with disability in their own country.
5. Theses Abstract (New!)                                                                                                                
(a) Thesis Title: Does anybody like being disabled? A critical exploration of impairment, identity, media and everyday life in a disabling society.
Author: Dr Colin Cameron
Institution: Queen Margaret University
Year: 
2010
Email: CCameron@qmu.ac.uk; camerondet@aol.com
Abstract 
I offer a critical exploration of tensions experienced by disabled people in the construction of positive identities in everyday contexts in which self-understanding is shaped both by social structural relations of inequality and unique individual experience. The empirical evidence I use to develop and support my thesis involves data I have generated using a variety of data collection tools, through a series of interviews, conversations and observations carried out with sixteen disabled people across Scotland and England.  I argue that while certain barriers to participation in ordinary community life may be being removed, perceptions of impairment as something ‘wrong’ with the bodies of disabled people remain embedded in dominant disability discourse. There is a structural purpose underlying the continued representation of impairment as misfortune, involving the ascription of a negative role – the disabled role – to those whose bodily configurations pose a challenge to requirements of conformity. Drawing on insights generated in my research, and building on an idea originally proposed by John Swain and Sally French in 2000, I have developed a clarified affirmative model of disability. This I intend as a tool to be used by people with impairments in making sense of the disabling social relations they encounter in everyday contexts, to be used alongside the social model in gaining knowledge to unsettle mainstream assumptions which can only recognise impairment as personal tragedy.
(NB: If you need a copy, Colin is happy is happy to email you the full thesis)

(b) Thesis Title: Towards a Critical Curriculum for Mid-level Community Based Rehabilitation Training in South Africa
Author: Dr Sarah Anne Rule
Institution: University of KwaZulu Natal, South Africa

Year: 
2008
Email: psrule@mweb.co.za; psrule@mweb.co.za 
Abstract
This study, conducted in Pietermaritzburg and surrounding rural and township areas, is a critical exploration of the training of mid-level Community Based Rehabilitation workers with a specific focus on the ability of course participants to understand and address the oppression and empowerment of people with disabilities. The aim of the study was to develop a conceptual framework for curriculum construction of a midlevel Community Based Rehabilitation course, through examining a Community Based Rehabilitation course and the changes that were made to it. The study was conducted within a critical theory paradigm. The social model of disability and an understanding of disability as a form of oppression were the key constructs that guided the research. Participatory action research was used in the initial phase of the research, followed by a second phase that adopted a life history approach. The initial phase of the study consisted of one cycle of action research, beginning with a reflection on the existing curriculum. The action research cycle then moved through stages of planning changes to the curriculum, implementing the changes, observing the effects of the changes and reflecting again. Data collection comprised interviews with staff members, students and community rehabilitation facilitators who had previously completed the Community Based Rehabilitation course, as well as focus groups with people with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities. Several participatory rural appraisal techniques were also used with the students. The action research cycle raised further questions about how the life experiences of the students influenced their responses to the changed curriculum. This stimulated the development of the second phase of the research which used life history methodology, comprising in-depth interviews with four students. The study found that several changes occurred in the students’ attitudes and understanding as well as in some of the activities they undertook. Some students worked with rather than for people with disabilities, indicating a change in the power relationship with their clients. The students were able to analyse their own oppression and that of people with disabilities, unlike previous students. The students also engaged in social action for the rights of people with disabilities. These findings cannot be solely attributed to the changes in curriculum. However, they raise the possibility that Community Based Rehabilitation personnel can work to address the oppression of people with disabilities rather than focusing entirely on technical rehabilitation, which is a common approach in the literature. An analysis of the life histories revealed that those students identified as ‘activists’, more willingly engaged in social action during the Community Based Rehabilitation course than other students. This challenges the dominant discourse in the literature of Community Based Rehabilitation personnel as rehabilitation workers rather than activists. One key contribution of this thesis is to research methodology through its combination of life history methodology and action research in the study. A second is its proposed framework for curriculum construction that incorporates findings from the action research and the life histories. This framework, with its microenvironment, organisational and student influences on the curriculum, contributes to the under-theorised field of Community Based Rehabilitation training.
6. News from the Editors’ Desk

(a) Call for Papers - Special Issue of Disability Studies Quarterly
Topic:  Mediated Communication
 Guest Editors: Jeremy L. Brunson and Mitchell E. Loeb
Individuals who experience disablement are often left without complete participation in the society in which they live.  This can take different forms and have varying consequences depending on the specific type of disability and the environmental accommodations that are available.  Individuals whose communication modality differs from the rest of society are often dependent on assistive technologies to facilitate their communication or an intermediary to communicate on their behalf in order to fully participate in society.  This Special Issue of Disability Studies Quarterly will focus on mediated communication. Submissions can include but are not restricted to:
Theoretical/empirical papers

1. Cultural/social commentaries

2. Creative works

3. Book/film reviews

4. Policy/legal analyses

Mediated communication is a cross-cutting subject area that can be explored through literal applications, such as sign language interpreting for deaf people, the use of communication boards and facilitated communication for autistic individuals or individuals with intellectual disabilities; or more figurative/creative representations.  Scholars from all disciplines are encouraged to submit an abstract by December 15, 2010.  Authors will be notified by January 15, 2011 with an anticipated publication date of fall 2011.

 Submissions can be sent to: jeremy.brunson@gallaudet.edu; and mloeb@cdc.gov  
Disability Studies Quarterly (DSQ) is the journal of the Society for Disability Studies (SDS). It is a multidisciplinary and international journal of interest to social scientists, scholars in the humanities, disability rights advocates, creative writers, and others concerned with the issues of people with disabilities. It represents the full range of methods, epistemologies, perspectives, and content that the multidisciplinary field of disability studies embraces. DSQ is committed to developing theoretical and practical knowledge about disability and to promoting the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in society.
 (b) New Publications
(i) DePoy, E. & Gilson, S.F. (2011) Studying Disability: Multiple Theories and Responses. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage - ISBN 9781412975766

Presenting fully integrative text covering disability from a variety of disciplines 

This innovative text first reviews existing theories, then sets forth a new viewpoint that incorporates elements from disability studies, sociology, human services, rehabilitation counseling, and public health. Authors Elizabeth DePoy and Stephen

French Gilson explore the history of disability with a focus on both Western and non-Western cultures, examine the historical conceptions of disability and how they have affected the lives and civil rights of the disabled, and explore a wide range of both classic and new and emerging theories. The book concludes with a section on application of theory to practice and policy in the professional and public realm and the recommendation of a socially just community for the full range of disabled individuals. 
(ii) Making Sense of Inclusive Education: Where Everyone Belongs (2010) is now in
print. Paperback: 172 pages 
Publisher:   VDM Verlag Dr. Muller Aktiengesellschaft & Co. KG (27 June 2010) 
ISBN-10:   3639223233
ISBN-13:   978-3639223231
Product Description

Inclusive education can be understood within a number of varied frameworks, namely, the cultural, historical, political and social paradigm keeping in mind that 'inclusion' is an elaborate interaction that is taking place within social structures and policy enactment. This Text will endeavour to interpret this combination of issues and decipher emerging problems contained in this complex intermix of inclusive education discourses. This
Text also includes Thinking Points for every Chapter to encourage discussion and reflection. 

The Contributors in this work are; 

Ronald Balzan, Dr Andrew Azzopardi, Dr Duncan Mercieca, Amanda Muscat,
George Borg, Louisa Grech, Philip Grech, Dr Elena Tanti Burlo', Charmaine
Agius Ferrante, Lara Jane Grillo, Sue Anne Pizzuto, Ruth Falzon, Dr Paul
Bartolo, Dr Carmel Cefai, Dr Toby Brandon, Claire Lucille Azzopardi Lane,
Liliana Maric and Shaun Grech with a Foreword by Professor Susan Gabel. 

Dr Andrew Azzopardi (Editor) is a Lecturer at the University of Malta. His lecturing & research focus on sociology, critical theory and pedagogy, disability politics, inclusive education & youth & community studies. He has published extensively in the field of disability studies, inclusive education and inclusive communities. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For any further contributions and information, please contact: 

Dr Tsitsi Chataika - Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Stellenbosch University, Centre for Rehabilitation Studies; Research Associate – Centre for Global Health, Trinity College Dublin; Honorary Research Fellow, Manchester Metropolitan University, RIHSC
Tel: +27 219 389 816

Fax: +27 219 146 875

Email: tchataika@sun.ac.za 
Website: www.a-podd.org 
NB: A copy of this Newsletter and previous editions are available at: 
http://www.breakthrough-uk.co.uk/Resources/drn
End of Newsletter
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