Disability in the Workplace

ILO Global Business and Disability Network Webinar

This 60 minute webinar is convened by the ILO and the UN Global Compact Office to discuss the newly organized ILO Global Business and Disability Network and the issues it was designed to address. The Network is a voluntary group of multinational companies, employers’ organizations and similar networks formed at national or regional levels to address the issue of disability inclusion from a business perspective. The Network has four initial purposes, namely to: 1. Share information among members with regard to disability and --- hiring and retention, service and product development, and corporate social responsibility; 2. Develop joint projects and services for the Network members so they can become more disability inclusive; 3. Strengthen employers’ organizations and groups, especially those serving medium and small enterprises at country level; and 4. Link members to ILO or government and nongovernment disability projects and activities on the ground.  

The webinar will introduce both the business and the human rights cases for disability inclusion and introduce what companies might expect from the updating of  national laws expected as a result of the overwhelming number of countries that have ratified the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. They will also learn how the ILO Code of Practice for Managing Disability in the Workplace can serve as guide in their disability inclusion efforts. Topics such as the current status of the Network’s development, how companies and business or employer groups can expect to benefit from the Network and other topice will also be included. Experts from the ILO’s Disability Programme and the Employers’ Bureau are expected to participate as well as a representative from a multinational company that sits on the newly formed ILO Global Business and Disability Network Steering Committee. 
The webinar is taking place on Wednesday 22 June 9:30 AM (New York time) 3:30 PM (Geneva time). Registration is required to participate. To register, please send a message to webinar@unglobalcompact.org 

To access the Network’s first publication, Disability in the Workplace: Company Practices go to: 
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/dialogue/actemp/downloads/publications/working_paper_n3.pdf 

To see what businesses are doing go to ILO TV at: http://www.youtube.com/ilotv#p/c/73A22D93B709417B and scroll down to the ILO Global Business and Disability Network. A web site for the Network is being developed. 
