Yirenping Launched a Campaign on Human Rights of People with Hearing Disability Together with Hundreds of Hearing Disabled People

Beijing Yirenping Center

(Beijing, China. – Sept. 27th, 2011)

In celebration of the 54th “World Deaf Day”, Yirenping assisted with the drafting the proposal letters and participated in the activities summarized below. 

892 Deaf People Signed Proposal

Demanding TV News Programs to Include Subtitles

September 25th, 2011 marked the 54th annual “World Deaf Day”, and activists like Liu Jie and Li Yang submitted a proposal letter to the State Administration of Radio, Film and Television (SARFT). The letter proposes the institution of a SARFT law that regulates national and provincial television News channels to include subtitles during their broadcast. 

According to a survey conducted by Chen Jun and 4 other activists from the deaf community, of the 32 news programs of CCTV, the national TV station and all the 31 provincial TV station around China, none of the announcer broadcast content had subtitles. 8 of the news programs included subtitles for on-location broadcasting. In most of the news programs surveyed, subtitles were provided during interviews with respondents. 

“A lot of TV programs have no subtitles. Many of these networks have overlooked the needs of their deaf audience,” said Li Yang.

There are over 20 million people in China who have hearing disabilities, and the long-term neglect of television news programs has created serious obstacles for the deaf community to access information regarding laws, government policies and world news. While some stations include sign language interpretation, the deaf community asserts in the proposal letter that subtitles are more straightforward and effective than sign language. Furthermore, a vast majority of people with hearing disabilities have not learned standard sign language. 

The petition was posted online, and received close to 900 signatures from members of the deaf community. The letter purports that people with hearing disabilities have the statutory right to barrier-free access of information, as stated in the 2008 revised Law on the Protection of Disabled Persons, and the 2008 communiqué titled “Central Committee of Chinese Communist Party and State Council’s View of the Career Development of Persons with Disabilities”. Both documents state that the government should take measures to remove obstacles for people with disabilities to access and exchange information. Moreover, the 2008 communiqué specifically states that movies and television programs should to include subtitles. 
The survey and the petition were reported by many Chinese news papers. Moreover, these activities were disseminated on more than 100 portals.
Please refer to the following news sources for more details: 

Beijing News 

892 Deaf People Urge New Programs to Include Subtitles 

http://gongyi.sina.com.cn/gyzx/2011-09-26/095229959.html
Beijing Times (Jinghua)

Deaf Community Propose New Programs to Add Subtitles

http://beijing.jinghua.cn/c/201109/26/n3476861.shtml
Beijing Youth Daily 

More Than 800 Deaf People and Their Families Write Letter to Urge TV News Programs to Include Subtitles

http://bjyouth.ynet.com/3.1/1109/26/6289300.html
Southern Metropolis Daily 

5 Deaf Activists Recommend New Programs to Add Subtitles  

http://gcontent.oeeee.com/c/9e/c9efe5f26cd17ba6/Blog/a33/604a48.html
People with Hearing Disabilities 

Call upon Government to Implement Concessions 

On September 22nd, 2011, deaf university student AnDong (pseudonym) submitted a proposal letter to the Ministry of Industries and Information Technology recommending the Ministry to encourage telecommunication companies to provide financial concessions for people with hearing disabilities. Many people with hearing disabilities have more financial difficulties, and the existing high telecommunications fees pose a large financial burden for them. AnDong was able to get over 300 signatures from deaf students attending Beijing Union University. As outlined below, several legal documents provide strong support for his arguments.  

Article 15 of the Disabled Persons Protection Act (amended on April 24th, 2008) explicitly states: “The State should encourage and support provisions in telecommunications, radio and television services that provide concessions to blind people, people with hearing disabilities and speech difficulties. 

The 2010 State Council communiqué titled “Guide to the Promotion of Disabled Persons’ Social Security Status and Social Services” states that relevant authorities should implement measures that create a barrier-free environment and standards for the exchange of information, and promote barrier-free technological products for internet, mobile phones, computers and the likes.  
The survey and the petition were reported by two news papers. Moreover, the articles were disseminated on more than 50 portals.
Please refer to the following websites for more details: 
Legal Daily

Telecommunications Concession Rule Instituted Three Years Ago No Effects  

http://legal.people.com.cn/h/2011/0924/c226563-1805328847.html
Beijing Times (Jinghua)

People with Hearing Disabilities Call upon the Ministry of Industries and Information Technology to Implement Concessions As Soon As Possible 

http://tc.people.com.cn/h/2011/0924/c227890-3808857635.html
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