REPORT ON THE 2012 GLOBAL CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS NETWORKS HELD IN WASHINGTON – USA FROM APRIL 18, TO APRIL 21, 2012 AT BOLGER CENTRE
Introduction

The conference was orgnised by the Freedom House and was attended by Human Rights Defenders Network groups from several countries. All the participants were from organisations that defend the Human Rights in their countries. It was only DPI which was not a member of the Network. The main objective of this conference was to share notes and ideas on how they an influence countries and organisations to promote and protect Human Rights issues seriously.

· The conference’s agenda included the following:

· Transnational Human Rights Networks- significance and challenges

· Unique strengths and strategies for trans-national Human Rights Defenders Networks

· The state of freedom of Association, Assembly and Expression

· Network infrastructure to support the transitional  vision and work

· Incorporating marginalised populations into broader Human Rights Defenders

· Use of ICTs by networks

· Speaking the policy maker language

· The impact of the operating environment on network actions

The conference had invited speakers to speak on different issues according to the agenda above. The first day saw us going through the introductions in which every participant was asked to say what their vision and mission is. I did outline the DPI’s vision and without being prejudice, DPI’s vision was one of the best.
Speaker’s presentations

The first speaker on the first day challenged the Networks present and did not mince his words when he made an observation as follows:
· The networks were operating on a political divide

· There was (is) lack of political will among the networks themselves

· There was (is) lack of respect when carrying out their jobs. Poor communication was also cited as one of the weaknesses in the networks

He further challenged the participants and their networks that they are not transparent and accountable. Most of the networks do not submit reports but they like to attend conferences. He said that most of them do not like to be honest in their dealings.  In his presentation, he reminded the participants that governments would always like to know how they can benefit from Human Rights bodies.  The conference spent significant amount of time in group discussions. But the only surprising thing was that there was no time for report back.
The other presenters dwelt much on issues that concerned their organisations.  Our participation at this conference made a very big difference and impact. Disabled Peoples’ Organisations had never been involved in their forums in the past. The inputs that I made turned around a lot of things. They started to see how they can also advocate and network for the rights of disabled people. I did emphasise the fact that DPI is also pursuing the same cause of human rights.

On Thursday April 19th 2012, we were all taken to the Capitol Hill for a Reception with the Congressman Mr James McGoven. I had the privilege of personally talking to him and took the opportunity to ask the Congressman to assist in using their USAID office’s in whichever countries to influence those countries to ratify and implement the UCRPD .
My Observation and conclusion

My observation throughout the meeting was that Freedom House has good program.  In conclusion, I have established a very good working relationship with them and they have promised to collaborate with DPI in such forums. I seemed to be a very useful asset because in some instances, I was providing direction as we went about our business there.  We were well taken care of, the accommodation was superb. They gave me an executive room which was big and with good facilities. They very much appreciate my participation and contribution.

My thanks to the DPI chairperson for recommending my name to represent DPI at this important meeting. 
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