 Report of ASEAN WATCH Meeting

At Thai volunteer Service Foundation

On the 17th of February 2011 

11.00-15.00

Participants: around 7 CSO representatives from DPO, youth group, women, human rights organization and so forth.

1. Update on ASEAN situation. 


On 26 January 2011, SAPA WG on ASEAN Meeting was held at Windsor Suites Hotel located at 8-10 Sukhumvit 20 Road, Bangkok 10110 Thailand.  Organizations representing various groups attended to this meeting, including women, migrant workers, children, environment and persons with disabilities.  

1. This meeting discussed ACSC/APF structure of ASEAN.   CSOs should have a network both at domestic and regional levels.  Not only regional organizations but local organizations should have its own network in the country level.  In Thailand, they are many migrant worker organizations, but we have never had anyone who volunteers to be the representative of the migrant worker groups. ASEAN WATCH team has to encourage them to working on migrant worker issue at the Asian level. 

2. Another problem is that in Indonesia, some organizations promote anti-free market.  Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, the Secretary-General of ASEAN,  proposed and suggested CSO to work on ASEAN Community Forum.  Dr. Surin explains that making ASEC work with CSOs  requires real collaboration, not just seating together.  Due to the criticism by majority of CPR and ASEC officers, however, this initiative gets stuck.  At this moment, CSO is working with Indonesia as a pilot project.

2. Revising Position Paper

ASEAN People Forum has been held in February 2009 at Chulalongkorn University, in October 2009 in Cha-Am, Thailand and in September 2010 in Hanoi, Vietnam.  ASEAN Watch already drafted a position paper of CSOs.  It has to be revised and put more details especially youth and persons with disabilities (more detail should be given by next time).  DPIAP made inputs about disability issues e.g. ASEAN human rights mechanism and disability.  DPIAP also proposed ASEAN Disability Forum.

3. Action Plan from February to May 2011

1. Submission to ASEAN Association in Thailand under MOFA.

2. Monitoring of Thai-Cambodia border

3. Mega project on Corporation Social Responsibility (CSR)

4. Encourage migrant worker in Thailand to be the agenda  of ASEAN

5. Approaching ACWC representatives from Thailand 

6. ASEAN WATCH seminar in Thailand on 2-3 April 2011 before preparing for APF 
- We have to preparing for venue and another logistic.

4. Preparing for APF in May 2011

1. To prepare for APF 2011 around 20 participants will go from Thai CSO 
- We have to discuss for budget. 

5. Comments from Sureeporn

   - In the position paper, disability should be mentioned specifically as a separate part like women, children and youth.  At this moment, disability is mentioned just as one of “other groups”.

   - 20 representatives to APF should include persons with disabilities.  So that we should take immediate action.

        Report by  Ms. Sureeporn Yupa

            Assistant Project Coordinator

           Mainstreaming Disability Perspectives in ASEAN Community

              Disabled People’s International Asia-Pacific 

