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Explanation: 

This document indicates the references to persons with disabilities that were made during the actual review of the States under review in the 8th Session of the Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review (UPR). 

It analyzes the draft UPR Working Group reports that resulted from this review and that were adopted during the Session. 

Specifically, this document shows: 

(a) when the States under review mentioned persons with disabilities in their initial presentations during the UPR; 

(b) when references were made during the interactive dialogue between the States under review and other States, during the actual review; and, 

(c) which recommendations the State under review agreed to accept right away, or to consider, or that they rejected.

States considered:

Kyrgyzstan, Kiribati, Guinea, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Spain, Lesotho, Kenya, Armenia, Guinea-Bissau, Sweden, Grenada, Turkey, Guyana, Kuwait, Belarus
1. Kyrgyzstan

Troika: Burkina Faso, Nicaragua, China
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

23.  (…) Turkey encouraged Kyrgyzstan to accede to the Convention on the  Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to consider the establishment of an independent  national human rights institution.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

76.  The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below  have been examined by Kyrgyzstan and enjoy its support:

112.  Continue its efforts aimed at the development of policies and programmes for  poverty alleviation and eradication, with special emphasis on vulnerable groups,  including people with disabilities (…) (Armenia);

116.  Protect the rights of people with disabilities (Tajikistan, Afghanistan);

77.  The following recommendations will be examined by Kyrgyzstan, which will  provide responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human Rights  Council, in September 2010:  

1.  Consider ratifying the International Convention for the Protection of All  Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Rights of Persons  with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the Second Optional Protocol to the  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the ratification of the Rome  Statute, and accomplish the Human Rights Voluntary Goals set out in resolution  9/12 of the Human Rights Council (Brazil);

3.  Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Iran);

4.  Sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and  the Optional Protocol thereto, (…)(Spain);

5.  Consider adhering to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with  Disabilities (Algeria);

6.  Consider acceding to the Convention the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  (Jordan);

7.  Consider acceding to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with  Disabilities, and devise national policies and legislation to protect the rights of  persons with disabilities (Egypt);

9.  Become a party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  and its Optional Protocol, (…) (Argentina);
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2. Kiribati

Troika: Jordan, Brazil, Russian Federation

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

10.  The delegation stated that Kiribati did not see any harm in ratifying the core human  rights conventions. The delegation, however, noted that the resource requirements for  reporting and implementation purposes with regard to many of these international  conventions were quite substantial, especially for least developed countries. It further noted  that, although not all conventions would be applicable to Kiribati, if the international  community could ensure that such resources were available, Kiribati should take the  necessary steps towards the ratification of existing and appropriate international  conventions. These would include the International Covenant on Economic, Social and  Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

11.  The delegation stated that the Government of Kiribati recognized the need to amend  the Constitution to improve the provisions regarding discrimination on the basis of sex,  gender and disability. However, the procedure for amending the Constitution required the  approval of a two-thirds majority of the entire voting population through a referendum and  a two-thirds-majority vote in Parliament. The Government had faced such a challenge in  1998 when it held a national consultation to review the Constitution. At the time,  participants from throughout the nation did not support the initiative to amend the  provisions of the Constitution relating to fundamental rights. Later, in 2004, the  Government could not achieve two-thirds-majority support among members of parliament  for amending the provision on citizenship. In addition to the procedural requirements for  amending the Bill of Rights, the Government requires further financial support in order to  conduct a referendum and advocate support for the amendment initiative. Therefore, the  Government recognized that, until amendments could be made to the Constitution, all other  laws that were discriminatory in nature and effect would continue to be applied.

13.  The delegation further stated that, through the various committees existing within  Government ministries, both the Government and non-governmental organizations were  working together on various strategies to address issues related to women, children and  disability.

16.  The delegation stated that Kiribati was finalizing its national policy on disability,  which would be effective from 2010 to 2013.  An action plan had also been drafted and had  been attached to the policy. Kiribati was committed to the Biwako Millennium Framework.  The national plan had been developed in response to the growing need to address disability  issues in the wider community; it was also an attempt   to  ensure  the  fulfilment  of  the  Government’s commitments to international and regional endeavours.   

17.  The delegation noted that national statistics regarding people living with disabilities  had been issued as recently as last year. It had been difficult to take useful decisions to  facilitate the movement and the education of people living with disabilities. Each island  might have a few disabled persons, but their disabilities needed to be documented. The  Government continued to support people living with disabilities, through the provision of  government land, a “home” and financial resources for the building of a “centre for people  living with disabilities” in South Tarawa.

20.  The delegation stated that the Government had sought to consult its stakeholders on  climate change through various gatherings. Those consultations had included traditional  leaders, women, youth, council clerks and mayors from each island. Special consideration  had yet to be given to vulnerable groups such as children and people living with disabilities,  since those individuals were being looked after by their parents and relatives. However,  public awareness programmes regarding climate change had been delivered to all citizens  through the mass media, village dramas and presentations for the general population and  organized youth groups.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

32.  Slovenia observed that Kiribati was a party to only two of the core universal human  rights treaties and asked whether it planned to ratify other international human rights  treaties. Slovenia noted that there was no specific disability legislation and asked whether  the Government planned to adopt such legislation in the future. 

36.  The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland welcomed the  Government’s willingness to set up a national commission for human rights as early as  possible. It requested further   information about the Government’s plans to promote  gender equality. It also requested information about the timetable for implementing the  National Development Plan. In addition, it expressed interest in the Government’s Action  Plan on Disability.

37.  Mexico recognized the efforts made by Kiribati to fight poverty and to prevent and  eradicate discrimination against people with disabilities, through a national plan of action  based on respect for and the promotion of human rights. With regard to Kiribati’s accession  to international human rights instruments, it inquired about the need for technical assistance  from the international community to permit the ratification of those treaties to which  Kiribati was not yet a party, as well as the need to implement those already ratified. Mexico  made recommendations.

38.  Canada appreciated the open acknowledgement in the national report of the specific  human rights challenges faced by Kiribati. Canada was concerned at the fact that schools  for people with disabilities did not receive Government support. It also noted that  discrimination against women and gender-related violence remained problems, and that  physical violence against women in permanent relationships was prevalent. Canada made  recommendations.

55.  Australia was pleased to note the undertaking by Kiribati to submit its State report to  the CEDAW Committee and the efforts made to align its national laws with the  Convention. It praised Kiribati’s endorsement of the Pacific Regional Strategy on Disability  in October 2009, which fostered links to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with  Disabilities. Australia made recommendations.

60.  The Philippines commended Kiribati for having ratified the CEDAW and the CRC,  and it noted Kiribati’s plans to ratify other international human rights treaties. It  congratulated Kiribati on the formulation of its first National Action Plan to eliminate  gender-based violence, viewing it as a positive step towards the finalization of a national  policy and action plan on disability issues. 

64.  The delegation stated that Kiribati was finalizing its national policy on disabilities,  which would be effective from 2010 to 2014; what remained was Cabinet approval. A draft  action plan on disabilities was attached to the policy, which awaited the Government’s  endorsement. The Government was providing support to people with disabilities through  the provision of land, homes and financial resources. The delegation stated that Kiribati was  collecting data regarding people with disabilities.  As its islands were scattered over a wide  area, Kiribati had few data concerning people with disabilities, which would be required in  order for the Government to make future plans and take effective decisions.  The  Government hoped to endorse the policy and action plan once the information/data had  been analysed.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

66.  The following recommendations will be examined by Kiribati, which will provide  responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human Rights  Council, in September 2010. The response of Kiribati to the recommendations will be  included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its fifteenth  session:

7.  Sign and ratify (…), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional  Protocol thereto (Spain);

8.  Ratify (…), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional  Protocol thereto (…) (Argentina);

33.  Extend Government funding to schools for persons with disabilities  (Canada);

41.  Amend its Constitution so as to expand the prohibited grounds of  discrimination to include not only gender, but also sexual orientation, disability,  health status and economic status (Netherlands);

51.  Take all measures necessary to address all forms of discrimination, including  social discrimination and discrimination against children with disabilities in remote  areas (Germany);

59.  Proceed with national plans of action on disabilities (…)  (Australia);
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3. Guinea

Troika: Ghana, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Japan

Working Group Report
 No references in the presentation by the State under review, during the interactive dialogue, or in the conclusions and recommendations.
Back to top
4. Lao People's Democratic Republic

Troika: Argentina, Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

10.  With regard to international cooperation, it was noted that Laos had already acceded  to six core human rights treaties and two optional protocols, and was a party to the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (…).

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

21.  Cambodia took note of the reform efforts of Laos in the areas of governance and  public administration. It welcomed steps taken towards the ratification of the Convention  on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (…).

25.  Indonesia commended the efforts of Laos to enhance good governance and its fight  against poverty, highlighting the adverse effects of regional wars. It noted the ratification of  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities .

28.  Algeria congratulated Laos on having ratified the Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities and asked about measures envisaged for its implementation,  including financial measures.

30.  Cuba highlighted the fact that the promotion and protection of human rights had  been a priority for Laos and that the national socio-economic development plan for 20062010 had led to substantial results. Cuba commended Laos for its achievements related to   employment, the rights of women and children, persons with disabilities, education and  progress in health services.

59.  The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya asked about methods used to deal with unexploded  munitions, which were an obstacle to social and economic development, claimed the lives  of innocent people and caused disabilities.

63.  Finland commended Laos for having ratified core human rights treaties, including  ICCPR and the Convention on Persons with Disabilities, and asked what measures were  envisaged for their implementation.

74.  The Philippines noted the establishment of inter-agency mechanisms devoted to the  implementation of human rights treaties, which demonstrated the commitment of the  Government to comply with its human rights obligations. It commended the establishment  of a National Human Rights Research Centre. The Philippines noted measures to assist  persons with disabilities, many of whom had been victims of landmines.

75.  The Maldives congratulated Laos on measures taken to promote access to health  care, especially for persons living in remote areas, and for war victims and persons with disabilities. 

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

96.  The recommendations listed below have been examined by Laos and enjoy its  support:

7.  Pursue the adoption of the draft law on the rights of persons with disabilities  in accordance with its international obligations, particularly under the International  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified in 2009 (Qatar);

16.  (…) strengthen programmes to promote and protect the human rights of  vulnerable groups, such as women and children in rural areas, and persons with  disabilities (Philippines); 

98.  The following recommendations will be examined by Laos, which will provide  responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human Rights  Council, in September 2010:

7.  Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities (Spain);
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5. Spain

Troika: Chile, India, South Africa

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

7.  At the international level, Spain has ratified most international and regional human  rights treaties, including the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (2006),  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto  (2007(…) .

15.  Since the issuance of the national report, there have been a number of noteworthy  developments that assist in gaining an up-to-date perspective on the human rights situation.  In March 2010, the Official Bulletin published two instruments of ratification.  (…) In addition, on 30 March, the Government adopted  a report on the measures necessary to bring Spanish legislation into line with the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

No references

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

84.  The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below  have been examined by Spain and enjoy its support:

3.  Adopt specific measures to ensure the protection of the human rights of  children of persons in detention or prison and to improve access to education for  children with disabilities (Czech Republic);

25.  Continue its untiring efforts against the execution of the death penalty; and  wishes Spain success with the Prime Minister's initiative which is aimed at achieving  the immediate abolition of the death penalty for minors and persons with disabilities,  and at achieving a global moratorium by 2015 (Bulgaria);
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6. Lesotho

Troika: Slovenia, Cameroon, United Kingdom

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

40.  Cuba highlighted the strategies of Lesotho concerning the fight against poverty; the  modification of the law of racial relations, which provided for protection from racial hate;  and the 2008 law on the environment. It also highlighted advances in protecting the rights  of peoples with disabilities, women and children, ensuring access to health and education  and guaranteeing the right to food.

49.  Morocco inquired about the community programme for rehabilitating persons with  disabilities, launched in 2005, and particularly its goals and its implementation process.

53.  Indonesia noted with appreciation the fact that Lesotho had ratified almost all the  core human rights treaties. It welcomed Lesotho’s efforts to promote the rights of people with disabilities by establishing the Rehabilitation Unit in the Ministry of Health.

54.  (…) China welcomed Vision  2020, a strategic framework for reducing poverty and improving the protection of the rights  of adolescents and children with disabilities.

61.  Senegal was pleased that Lesotho was a party to most international legal human  rights instruments and had adopted a number of laws to protect those rights, including for  women, children and persons with disabilities.

81.  Mozambique noted that Lesotho had ratified at least 13 international and regional  legal instruments, including ICCPR, ICERSC, CERD and CRC. It noted the policy to  promote the rights of the people with disabilities, enacted five years previous, and  encouraged the Government to proceed vigorously with programmes aimed at containing  and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS.

87.  South Africa noted the challenges faced by Lesotho as a least developed country,  which had been compounded by the recent crises. It welcomed the assistance provided by  Norway and Japan facilitating access to education and essential services for persons with  disabilities.

89. Latvia noted that Lesotho had ratified most international human rights treaties and  had recently acceded to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with  Disabilities.

93.  Ethiopia (…) noted the establishment of a  victim protection unit under Maseru magistrate courts, a high literacy rate, the provision of  legal aid, the expansion of health services and the provision of special protection and  assistance to people living with disabilities. 

94.  The Democratic Republic of the Congo praised, inter alia, Lesotho’s schooling rate  for girls, the representation of women in parliamentary institutions at both the national and  provincial levels, and policies to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and retirees. 

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

No references
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7. Kenya

Troika: Egypt, Mexico, Bangladesh

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

30.  India felt encouraged by Kenya’s policy efforts, particularly the first medium-term  plan under Vision 2030, aimed at national reconciliation and economic development.  Referring to institutional and structural shortcomings, India acknowledged the  comprehensive legislative review under way. It recognized various poverty alleviation initiatives and sought information about measures taken to increase employment for persons  with disabilities and to ensure the financial autonomy of the National Commission on  Human Rights.

46.  [Government of Kenya] Concerning the employment of persons with disabilities, the Persons with  Disabilities Act required employers to reserve 5 per cent of their employment opportunities  for persons with disabilities. It also prohibited discrimination by employers and required  them to provide reasonable accommodation for such persons. Further, the law provided for  tax incentives for the employers of persons with disabilities.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

102.  The following recommendations will be examined by Kenya, which will provide  responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human Rights Council,  in September 2010:

102.7. Extend an open and standing invitation to all special procedures, and sign and  ratify the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political  Rights (ICCPR), the International Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural  Rights (ICESCR), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  (CRPD)
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8. Armenia

Troika: Slovakia, France, Bahrain

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

6.  Armenia has acceded to more than 50 human rights international treaties and has  signed the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the  Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons  from Enforced Disappearance, and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on  Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which are currently in various stages of the  ratification process.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

29.  The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya asked whether there was a specific strategy concerning  family allocations, pensions and improving care for persons with disabilities. It also asked  how children were cared for, other than in orphanages or through foster care. Recalling that  the national report indicated that primary education was compulsory except under certain  circumstances provided for by law, the delegation asked what those circumstances were. It  made recommendations.

37.  China noted laws and policies adopted to protect and promote human rights. It  praised Armenia's outstanding records in the areas of health care and social welfare. It  noted measures for women, children and persons with disabilities. It asked about measures  taken to improve the situation of 3,500 to 4,000 refugee families lacking permanent shelter.   China made a recommendation.

84.  In order to ensure equal opportunities for persons with disabilities, Armenia was  implementing a programme of inclusive education and training. There were also  compensation programmes for those who were unable to work. In addition, the State  provided support and subsidies to those registered as persons with disabilities who wished  to set up their own enterprises. Armenia would soon establish special training centres for  persons with disabilities. The Government was studying a draft law and the possibility of  amending law and labour practices in order to create jobs and social security for persons  with disabilities. It was also looking into improving working conditions as well as  incentives for those who would employ them.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

93.  The following recommendations formulated during the interactive  dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Armenia which considers that they are  already implemented or in the process of implementation:

93.3.  Consider expediting (Brazil)/finalize the ratification of (Algeria)/ratify  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil, Algeria) and  the Optional Protocol thereto (Argentina, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan) as soon as possible  (Greece)/ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention (Azerbaijan);

93.15.  Continue its efforts to address discrepancies in the enjoyment of rights  by vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities, refugee children and  children living in rural areas (Islamic Republic of Iran);

93.43.  (…)  continue efforts to improve access to health care for all, particularly those in  the most vulnerable categories, persons with disabilities and rural populations  (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya);

94. The recommendations listed below have been examined by Armenia and enjoy its  support:

94.27.  Ensure the right to work of persons with disabilities, and establish  effective mechanisms and strong legislative regulations to protect their  economic, social and cultural rights (Kazakhstan).
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9. Guinea-Bissau

Troika: Djibouti, Republic of Korea, United States of America

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

40.  (…) It noted the concerns expressed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child about the  poor respect for the rights of children with disabilities and the social discrimination  prevalent against them. It also noted the recommendation made by the Committee on the  Rights of the Child regarding the development or amendment of legislation to ensure that  discrimination on the grounds of disability was prohibited. 

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

65.  The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed  below have been examined by Guinea-Bissau and enjoy its support:

65.4.  Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the  Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention on the Elimination of  All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Optional Protocol to the International  Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention against  Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment  and the Optional Protocol thereto, and the two Optional Protocols to the  Convention on the Rights of the Child; sign and ratify the International  Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol  thereto (Spain);

65.8.  Become party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political  Rights and the two Optional Protocols thereto; the International Convention on  the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention against  Torture and the Optional Protocol thereto; the Optional Protocols to the  Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Convention on the Rights of Persons  with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto; and the International  Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance  (Argentina);

65.25.  Adopt sectoral plans for the promotion of human rights in order to  promote the human rights of vulnerable groups such as women, children and  persons with disabilities (Algeria);

65.39.  Request technical assistance with regard to the human rights of  persons with disabilities so as to ensure that it has the resources and capacity  necessary to make their rights effective (Mexico);

65.49.  Ensure that the rights of children with disabilities are respected, and  take into account, inter alia, the recommendations of the Committee on the  Rights of the Child (Netherlands);

67.  The recommendations set out below did not enjoy the support of GuineaBissau:

67.3.  Repeal or amend legislation that discriminates against disabled person  and children, with a focus on eradicating the practice of killing newborn  children with disabilities, preventing violence at the hands of family members  and society in general, and ensuring equal access to all public transportation  and buildings (Israel);
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10. Sweden

Troika: Ukraine, Uruguay, Mauritius

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

29.  Canada commended Sweden for establishing a Children’s Ombudsman and ratifying  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

43.  Cuba expressed concerns about racial hatred crimes, the dissemination of racist  propaganda, religious intolerance, the reluctance to prosecute cases of discrimination  against minorities, and the excessive use of force against migrants. It was also concerned  about discrimination against Sami and Roma children and about the situation of people with  disabilities.

45.  New Zealand welcomed the new Act on national minorities and minority languages.  However, it noted that the land issues of the Sami people had not been resolved and asked  questions in that regard. It was concerned about the use of diplomatic assurances and about  challenges faced by persons with disabilities. It regretted that Sweden had yet to establish  an independent national human rights institution. New Zealand made recommendations.

76.  Colombia noted measures to combat discrimination in all its forms. It noted the  adoption of the Anti-Discrimination Law, which promoted protection against  discrimination based on sex, ethnic origin, religious or other beliefs, disabilities and sexual  orientation. Colombia made recommendations.

82.  The United Kingdom welcomed Sweden’s efforts to strengthen the legislative  framework for protecting human rights and the Act on National Minorities and Minority  Languages. It noted the ratification of CRPD in 2008 and asked about improving awareness  regarding the rights of the disabled.

83.  The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya inquired how parliamentary ombudsmen exercised  control over civil servants who had committed offences and asked about the national  monitoring of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, plans to establish  a national human rights institution, and measures to combat racism, racial discrimination  and xenophobia, in particular Islamophobia. It made a recommendation.

90.  Palestine noted challenges, particularly in the areas of racial discrimination, violence  against women and the protection of the rights of the elderly and persons with disabilities,  but also took note of efforts made to protect human rights, including those of migrants,  refugees and asylum seekers, in addition to the rights of children. Palestine also thanked  Sweden for receiving Palestinian refugees and integrating them into society. Palestine made  a recommendation.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

95.  The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed  below have been examined by Sweden and enjoy its support:

95.9.  Ensure that all laws, regulations, policies and practices are consistent  with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and with rights  to equality generally, as part of, or in addition to, the multitrack strategy  referred to in its report (New Zealand);

95.46.  Combat negative stereotypes and prejudice against persons with  disabilities (Islamic Republic of Iran);
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11. Grenada

Troika: Gabon, Qatar, Italy

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

12.  Action taken regarding social and economic rights, such as the adoption of policies  and programmes and the provision of services, was then described. Policies described were  focused on families and children, persons with disabilities, women, education and labour  rights.

15.  Concerning persons with disabilities, it was explained that the Government provided  support to the Grenada Council for the Disabled, the vanguard organization for persons  living with disabilities. A monthly subvention was provided to assist in the operations of a  secretariat. Additionally, financial support, free medical care and housing were provided.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

42.  Cuba welcomed the priority placed by Grenada on improving the human rights  situation of its citizens, including education, health and housing. It congratulated Grenada  on the fact that education was compulsory until the age of 16 and was free at the primary  and secondary levels, and that Grenada was committed to ensuring that at least one person  per household had a university education. It noted the various measures taken to protect the  rights of people living with disabilities and welcomed the programmes to provide care for  HIV/AIDS sufferers.

62.  China noted that Grenada had enacted a number of laws containing provisions for  human rights protection and promotion and had taken measures to upgrade the housing for  vulnerable groups and to increase job opportunities. It noted that Grenada had given top  priority to human resources, health and the prevention and punishment of crimes. It also  noted Grenada's efforts to ensure equal enjoyment of the right to education and its efforts in  the area of economic, social and cultural rights. China recognized the difficulties and  challenges that Grenada faced as a developing country in promoting and protecting human  rights, in particular, the difficulties in improving prison facilities and reintegrating AIDS  patients and disabled persons. China called on the international community to provide the  necessary assistance and to support Grenada in these areas. It made one recommendation.

66.  Trinidad and Tobago noted that Grenada was a small, resource-deficient developing  country facing challenges in satisfying the full range of the social, economic, environmental  and other demands of its population. It stressed that there were obvious capacity issues  hindering the country’s overall development and the implementation of its international  human rights obligations. It referred to the hurricane of September 2004 and the magnitude  of the task required to put Grenada back on its feet. It welcomed Grenada’s policy aimed at  a review of the age of criminal responsibility, which was currently 7 years; the expansion of  legal aid to include persons charged with a serious criminal offence; the adoption of  legislation to guarantee the legal protection of children born out of wedlock; and the  integration of children with disabilities into the educational system.

67.  Ghana commended Grenada for the measures it had put in place to ensure the  enjoyment of human rights, such as the Domestic Violence Act, programmes to ensure  equitable access to quality and relevant education for all citizens, and the Necessitous Fund,  which provided additional support to ensure that students remained in school. It noted the  number of services aimed at alleviating poverty and improving the living standards of  disabled, vulnerable and disadvantaged members of society, thus enhancing their socioeconomic rights. It commended the Government for its commitment to the principles  underlying good governance and supported its request for technical support in key areas to enable it to fulfil its obligations regarding the signing and ratification of international  instruments. It made a recommendation.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

71.  The following recommendations will be examined by Grenada, which will  provide responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human  Rights Council, in September 2010:

71.1.  Consider ratifying other human rights core instruments, namely, the  Convention against Torture, the International Convention on the Protection of  the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, and the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Algeria);

71.2.  Consider ratifying the International Convention on the Elimination of  All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and Other  Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and the Convention  on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as the Optional Protocols  thereto; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from  Enforced Disappearance; the First and Second Optional Protocols to the  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Protocols to the  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women  and to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; and the Rome Statute; accede  to the Conventions on refugees and stateless persons; and accomplish the  human rights goals set out in Human Rights Council resolution 9/12 (Brazil);

71.5.  Intensify efforts to cooperate with the international human rights  system by signing and ratifying the Optional Protocol to the International  Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to  the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Optional Protocol to the  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;  the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading  Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol thereto; the two Optional  Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; and the Convention on  the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto; and  ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from   Enforced Disappearance (Spain);

71.6.  Sign and ratify the following international instruments: the Optional  Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the  International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial  Discrimination; the Convention against Torture and the Optional Protocol  thereto; the Optional Protocols of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional  Protocol thereto; and the International Convention for the Protection of All  Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Argentina);

71.11.  In line with the Government’s commitment to the rights of persons  with disabilities, adhere to the principles set out in the Convention on the  Rights of Persons with Disabilities and favourably consider its ratification as  soon as possible (Mexico);

71.12.  Consider actively acceding to the Convention on the Rights of Persons  with Disabilities (China);
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12. Turkey

Troika: Cuba, Saudi Arabia, Angola

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

11.  New constitutional amendments in May 2010 included positive discrimination for  children, the elderly, persons with disabilities and relatives of martyrs; personal data  protection; the obligation to take all measures to prevent child abuse; the establishment of  an ombudsman institution; the granting of the right to individual application to the  Constitutional Court; the introduction of collective bargaining rights for civil servants and  public employees; and the introduction of judicial scrutiny of decisions of the Supreme  Military Council and the Supreme Council of Judges and Prosecutors.

14.  A draft law on a non-discrimination and equality board, based on international  standards, has been prepared. The grounds of non-discrimination include, inter alia, sexual  identity, disability and ethnic origin.

44.  Turkey was determined to ensure full accessibility for persons with disabilities to  education, training, employment, property and services.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

72.  Bosnia and Herzegovina welcomed Turkey’s ratification of a number of treaties, but  noted reservations to some others. It highlighted the Criminal Code reform, the Disability  Act and the Child Protection Law. It expressed concern over the lack of implementation of  strategies for combating violence against women and of the establishment of an  ombudsman institution in accordance with the Paris Principles.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

100.  The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed  below have been examined by Turkey and enjoy its support:

100.32. Continue efforts aimed at completing the programme to prevent  discrimination based on disabilities (Sudan);

102.  The following recommendations will be examined by Turkey, which will  provide responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human  Rights Council, in September 2010:

102.4.  Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on  Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and continue its efforts towards  ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons  with Disabilities (Spain);
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13. Guyana

Troika: Pakistan, Bolivia, Belgium

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

8.  The delegation stated that Guyana had enacted a series of statutes that specifically  promoted and protected human rights. These included the Trafficking in Persons Act of  2005; legislation to increase the age of consent from 12 to 16 years; the Amerindian Act of  2006; and four pieces of modern legislation dealing with children’s rights, including  legislation providing for the establishment of the Child Care and Protection Agency, the  Sexual Offences Bill (unanimously adopted on 22 April 2010) and the Persons with  Disabilities Bill of 2009. Those progressive pieces of legislation had been enacted  following extensive consultation with civil society, communities and special interest groups  and had been subjected to additional review through the Parliamentary Select Committee  process, a feature of the Guyanese lawmaking process for more than a decade and a half.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

34.  India commended Guyana on notable efforts to reconstruct the country and  consolidate its democracy. The Poverty Reduction Strategy Programme had contributed  substantially to the reduction of poverty. As for education, India requested further  information about high drop-out rates among boys.  India encouraged Guyana to establish  an independent national human rights institution in full compliance with the Paris  Principles. India also encouraged Guyana to consider ratifying the Convention on the  Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the  Rights of the Child.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

70.  The following recommendations will be examined by Guyana, which will provide  responses in due course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human Rights Council, in  September 2010:

3.  Ratify, as soon as possible, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  (Slovenia);    

4.  Ratify the remaining international human rights instruments, in particular the Second Optional  Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Optional Protocol to the  Convention on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Chile);    

5.  Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and  Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,  Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on  the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and the International Convention for the Protection of  All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, as well as ratify the Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities (Spain);    

6.  Sign the Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, the Optional Protocol to CAT, the Convention on  the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the International Convention  on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the  International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance  (Argentina);
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14. Kuwait

Troika: Hungary, Indonesia, Madagascar

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

15.  Somalia commended Kuwait for the establishment of various institutions, as well as  measures to promote the right to free education and the provision of welfare to the elderly  and persons with disabilities.

16.  Qatar commended Kuwait for progress made in addressing literacy for adults and  social services as well as efforts to ensure the rights of and social security benefits for  workers, senior citizens, persons with disabilities and other groups. Qatar made  recommendations.

20.  Algeria paid tribute to Kuwait’s efforts to raise the standard of living, which had  allowed for the attainment of high development levels bringing it closer to achieving the  Millennium Development Goals. It highlighted the assistance that Kuwait contributed  internationally, which exceeded 0.7 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP). It  welcomed the measures taken to raise the minimum wage for workers and to provide  conditions that would protect them against exploitation. It noted the intention of Kuwait to  ratify the convention on persons on disabilities. Algeria made recommendations.

22.  Bahrain referred to a number of policies to strengthen human rights and  fundamental freedoms, as reflected in the national report. Bahrain commended Kuwait for  its efforts to provide health services for all, including children and the elderly. It praised  Kuwait for providing education free of charge at all levels, as well as opportunities for  persons with disabilities. Bahrain made recommendations.

30.  Cuba referred to achievements highlighted in the national report. It emphasized  progress made in the areas of education and health care, as well efforts regarding persons  with disabilities and senior citizens.

37.  The Constitution stipulated that education was a fundamental right provided for by  the State. Education in primary and intermediate schools was compulsory and was free of  charge at all stages. In 1958, Kuwait had begun its pioneering plan to combat illiteracy,  which stood at 3.5 per cent of the population in 2009. That figure applied mainly to persons  older than 60. In order to ensure education for all, Kuwait had taken steps to integrate  persons with disabilities into public education and build special schools for them 

47.  The Sudan referred to efforts made by Kuwait to protect foreign workers, women,  children and the elderly. It welcomed the establishment of a high-level authority to address  the issue of persons with disabilities.

52.  The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya noted that many articles of Kuwait’s 1962 Constitution  covered human rights and freedoms and were in line with international principles. Libya  noted that the 2009 Human Development Report showed that Kuwait had succeeded in  obliterating illiteracy, which stood at only 3.5 per cent. Libya commended Kuwait for its  efforts to integrate persons with disabilities into the educational system and into their  communities. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya made recommendations.

55.  Spain expressed satisfaction at the possibility that Kuwait would soon accede to the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

60.  Iraq was particularly satisfied at the fact that human rights had been included in a  number of national laws without overlooking the international scope of those rights. It also  noted the efforts made to give the judiciary an independent role, as well as the  establishment of a national commission on international humanitarian law and efforts to  protect persons with disabilities by providing them with regular income. Iraq made a  recommendation.

63.  The rights of persons with disabilities were covered by the Constitution, and Kuwait  had established a legal umbrella for their protection, which was reviewed and updated to  ensure that it was in line with the most advanced legislation as well as international  standards. Law 8/2010 translated into reality the terms of the Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities and was aimed at strengthening the rights of persons with  disabilities and protecting their dignity and well-being through their integration into and  full participation in society. The law provided for welfare for persons with disabilities in  terms of education, health, training and rehabilitation, as well as a number of financial and  other benefits. The law also required employers to provide adequate work opportunities for  persons with disabilities. Moreover, persons with disabilities contributed effectively to the  work of the higher council for disability affairs. The promulgation of the law had coincided  with the Government’s decision to accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with  Disabilities, and the necessary measures were being taken to that end.

70.  Djibouti noted with satisfaction the measures taken by Kuwait to facilitate the  implementation of principles relating to human rights, particularly in the field of justice. It  welcomed the priority accorded to women and children and noted the efforts made to  protect the rights of persons with disabilities, including the renewed commitment to accede  to CPD.

72.  Turkey asked whether Kuwait planned to establish a national institution to address  all human rights matters. It also congratulated Kuwait on strengthening the role of civil  society. Turkey inquired about the legal procedures that had been instituted for enacting a  new law on the private sector regarding the minimum wage. It also asked about the draft  law on the well-being of persons with disabilities, aimed at guaranteeing their rights in  various areas.
75.  The delegation noted that the definition of stateless persons in Kuwait had no legal  basis, as they were called “illegal residents” and that the law had set criteria for acquiring  Kuwaiti nationality. During the invasion of Kuwait, many of the 240,000 people claiming  to be stateless had left the country. After the establishment in 2006 of a special committee  to follow up on their situation, 23,000 had regularized their situation. There were currently  93,334 illegal residents in Kuwait. The State offered a number of services to illegal  residents, including health care, education, housing and social security services.  Furthermore, all the necessary official documents requested by those residents had been  provided to them, and some of them worked in the public and private sectors. In addition,  illegal residents enjoyed the right to gain access to courts, to state their opinions and to be provided with passports for religious, medical or education purposes. They were also  covered by the law on disabilities.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

79.    The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below  have been examined and enjoy the support of the State of Kuwait:    

1.  Ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional  Protocol (Chile);

2.  Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Islamic Republic of Iran);

50.  Continue efforts made to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities (Bahrain);

51.  Continue efforts to protect the rights of vulnerable groups of the population, and in particular, in  materializing the planned draft legislation regarding children and persons with disabilities (Russian  Federation);

52.  Continue its effective policy to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities through instruments  that are in line with international treaties, as well as the development and implementation of programmes  at the national level (Kyrgyzstan);

53.  Continue ongoing efforts to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities, including through the  enactment of a new law that would broaden existing guarantees, as noted in the national report (Cuba);
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15. Belarus

Troika: Senegal, Philippines, Norway

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

No references.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

43.  Morocco congratulated Belarus for the institutional human rights framework, especially to protect  the rights of women, children, the elderly and disabled.  It asked whether Belarus would ratify the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It acknowledged the efforts of Belarust in the area  of human and social development. Morocco made recommendations.

47.  Qatar welcomed efforts undertaken to guarantee the right to work and noted the increased  employment of persons with disabilities.  Qatar noted efforts to improve social policies, including in  health and housing.  It appreciated efforts to face environmental challenges and rehabilitate the area  affected by the Chernobyl accident of 1986.

70.  Indonesia commended Belarus on its measures to ensure the right to education and ensure the high  rate of literacy. It referred to Belarus’ attention to the educational needs of disabled children and of nonBelarus nationals and noted the increasing acknowledgement of the role of civil society. It made a  recommendation.

89.  Regarding the protection of persons with disabilities, the delegation mentioned the Law on Social  Protection of Persons with Disabilities and implemented state programs on environment without  limitations for persons with disabilities. Due to measures undertaken by the Government the employment  rate among persons with disabilities raise from 25 per cent, in 1995 to 45 person in 2008.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

97.  The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been  examined by Belarus and enjoy its support:

2.  Examine, in the spirit of its engagement in favour of human rights, the possibility of adhering to the  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Algeria);

98.  The following recommendations will be examined by Belarus, which will provide responses in due  course, but no later than the fifteenth session of the Human Rights Council, in September 2010:

2.  Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil);

3.  Sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol  (Spain);
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