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Ensuring access to justice in respect of human rights violations and abuses is at once both a 
fundamental component of the rule of law and an indispensable element of human rights 
protection. Yet, in a wide range of contexts and places across the world, women’s access to 
justice often remains illusive. Identifying and addressing the range of structural, legal, and 
practical obstacles which continue to impede women’s access to justice is a vital step in enabling 
women to claim rights as legal entitlements, seek the accountability of those who transgress 
them and turn to the law for viable protection and meaningful redress.

In 2011 the International Commission of Jurists and the Justice for Peace Foundation initiated a 
process of consultation, research and discussion to explore the obstacles to justice that women 
in Thailand continue to face and identify ways in which to address them. This report outlines 
the main !ndings that emerged from that process, encapsulating what we heard from women 
human rights defenders, legal experts, representatives of non- governmental organizations 
and other stakeholders about women’s access to justice in Thailand and presenting a series 
of recommended action steps. 


