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We, civil society organizations present in this  Workshop, would like to take this opportunity to present our statement on regional cooperation for the promotion and protection of human rights in Southeast Asia.

1. We welcome the establishment of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC). We look forward to meaningful cooperation and partnership in particular regular consultations at the national and regional level between these human rights bodies and civil society organizations and national human rights institutions. 

2. We recommend that the AICHR and ACWC draft their rules of  procedure in consultation with all stakeholders and interpret and fulfil their mandates to the end of enhancing the promotion and protection of human rights. Further, we recommend that  during the review of their Terms of Reference, the AICHR, ACWC and the ASEAN member states will address limitations in  mandates of the two bodies to strengthen their effectiveness and independence. 
3. We urge the AICHR and the ACWC  to adopt standards and principles under international human rights and humanitarian law in the fulfilment of their mandates and functions.  This includes encompassing in human rights promotion and protection all individuals and peoples regardless of status or other factors. Moreover, women or other more vulnerable groups can experience multiple and compounded discrimination as well as other violations of their human rights because of intersecting factors such as their sex, ethnicity, ability, their being refugees and migrant workers; or conflict situations.  We therefore urge the AICHR, the ACWC and all the ASEAN Member States in their promotion and protection of human rights, to take integrated measures including those that address particular vulnerabilities and disadvantages of these groups. 
4. We  urge the AICHR and ACWC to conduct consultations with all stakeholders especially civil society organizations and national human rights institutions, and consider their inputs including on the relevant and urgent issues that should be the subject of thematic studies.

5. We urge the AICHR and ACWC to establish processes and mechanisms to facilitate the fulfilment of their mandates and functions and to further promote and protect human rights of marginalised communities, such as AICHR’s appointment of an indigenous expert or its establishment of a working group on the rights of indigenous peoples,  
6. We note the increasing trend in transboundary issues such as those concerning refugees, victims of forced labor and human trafficking, and migrant workers, and recognize the indispensable need for cooperation at the regional level. In this regard we call on the AICHR especially to address these issues proactively and to assist ASEAN member states in finding a regional solution. 

7. To facilitate regional cooperation in addressing the issues of protection and promotion of migrant workers’ rights, we believe that the ongoing ASEAN process dealing with the rights of migrant workers should proceed on a parallel priority track. We therefore urge ASEAN member States to expedite the negotiations on a regional instrument on the protection and promotion of the rights of migrant workers. We recommend that the regional instrument  cover all migrant workers including undocumented migrants, and family members of migrants, in line with international human rights principles. 

8. We urge ASEAN member States to support the AICHR in particular in promoting the adoption of human rights standards and human rights-based approaches by all ASEAN structures, especially the economic, political and security, and socio-cultural communities. 

9. While we acknowledge that only the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) have been ratified by all ASEAN member states, we urge individual ASEAN member states to  observe their obligations under these as well as  the other human rights treaties to which they are party when negotiating and taking part in  decision making  within the ASEAN.

10. We urge ASEAN member-states to ensure that adequate resources are available for the effective operation of AICHR and ACWC, including through increasing member States’ contributions.
11. Finally, we acknowledge that the scope, impact, and interface of security issues and human rights go beyond individual states and the  ASEAN and therefore urge ASEAN member states and others concerned to involve all stakeholders including civil society in processes in search for peaceful solutions and effective redress.
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