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The IDA CRPD Forum would like to start this presentation by thanking the Human Rights Council for inviting the IDA (and its CRPD Forum) to take part at this interactive dialogue on the rights of persons with disabilities. This presentation has jointly prepared by all members of the IDA CRPD Forum, the network of global, regional and national organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) and allied NGOs that has been established to promote and monitor the full and effective implementation of the CRPD. 

The CRPD both in letter and spirit mandates an integral involvement of persons with disabilities including children with disabilities through their representative organizations.   The opportunity provided to our alliance to speak before you demonstrates the commitment of the Human Rights Council to promote the appropriate implementation of the CRPD.
The IDA CRPD Forum made an extensive contribution to the thematic study prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and we would like to make some comments on the study:

· We are very satisfied with the way in which the study has dealt with some of the key challenges States are faced with in the implementation process of the CRPD.

· There are a number of contributions made by the IDA CRPD Forum which, in our view, have not been sufficiently addressed in the study. We would like to highlight in particular two of them: 

· Article 13 Access to Justice of the CRPD might not be a contentious article, but is undoubtedly an article which will require major changes to the justice system in most countries. While the OHCHR study refers only its very broad meaning, of courts discussing issues pertaining to persons with disabilities , the intent of Article 13 is to pave the way to equal use of and partaking in the justice system by persons with disabilities, in turn necessitating legislative changes on two levels: removing laws that limit the legal capacity of persons with disabilities as players in the justice system (for example laws barring persons with disabilities from serving as witnesses), and legislating laws that provide accommodations to procedures (such as accommodations facilitating full communication to a witness with a disability and consequently enabling the according of full weight to her testimony). Very few countries are aware of this aspect of access to justice, let alone have justice systems which are able to meet all the accessibility and reasonable accommodation requirements foreseen in the CRPD. Meeting these requirements will require often technical knowledge and support which accentuate the importance of disseminating information about the meaning of the right and how to implement it. There are a number of very detailed proposals which were included in the IDA CRPD Forum submission on this issue.
· Sign language. Recognition of Sign languages in State’s legislation, policies and practices is the key for the access to the rights of deaf persons and should be seen as a key legal implementation measure. It cannot be highlighted enough that States have to recognise the importance of services, education and culture available in sign language in order to ensure Deaf people’s human rights. 
However, the focus of my intervention today will be on where the IDA CRPD Forum sees the key challenges for the full implementation of the provisions of the CRPD.
Let me share with you just a few examples that will show us the size of this challenge:

· An African country, that has ratified the CRPD, is just now revising its mental health legislation and the new draft legislation, currently still in the form of a Mental Health Bill, is absolutely contrary to the provisions of the CRPD in the areas of deprivation of liberty and involuntary treatment. The IDA CRPD Forum wants to remind that persons with psychosocial disabilities (often referred to as persons with mental health problems) are protected by the CRPD, and the CRPD’s prohibition of mental health detention and compulsory treatment is underlined by OHCHR’s thematic study.

· The interpretative declarations, amounting in our view to reservations, made by some States Parties on articles 12 (Equal recognition before the law), 14 (Liberty and security of the person), 17 (Protecting the integrity of the person) and 18 (Liberty of movement and nationality) of the CRPD.

· Moreover, even when most States Parties have not made reservations to these articles, the information so far obtained from our national member organisations is that there is no awareness in most Governments of the need to change national legislation in these areas or, as in the example of the African country mentioned before, new legislation is contrary to the CRPD.
The IDA CRPD Forum is aware that some of the provisions of the CRPD require time for their full implementation. Article 12 is a good example of this. New structures need to be designed which will provide the support in decision making for those persons with disabilities that so require. However, this challenge requires first and foremost recognition by States that their current legislation and practices are inconsistent with the CRPD, that certain changes are immediately applicable and that they need to put in place a process that will lead to the full implementation of this article which needs to include representative organisations of persons with disabilities.

It is in these areas which best embody the paradigm shift of the CRPD, where technical guidance should be provided by the UN, in particular by the OHCHR, as well as by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and by the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD. States, national human rights institutions and organisations of persons with disabilities will all benefit from the exchange of information and examples of practices that meet the new standards established by the CRPD.
In order to really provoke the change the CRPD embodies and to make our societies modify their attitude to persons with disabilities, States need to undertake awareness raising campaigns on the CRPD and the rights of persons with disabilities, as foreseen in article 8 of the CRPD. While obviously welcoming the swift ratification of the CRPD by many States, we have the impression that this has not always been accompanied by similar efforts in raising awareness on the CRPD, not the least among persons with disabilities themselves. Awareness raising needs to be both general, but also specific targeting justice and law enforcement professionals, health sector, employers and trade unions, among others. New concepts like reasonable accommodation will only effectively contribute to the protection against discrimination if all relevant sectors fully understand its implications.
On February 20 and 23 the Human Rights Council held a special session on the impact of the financial crisis, adopting a Resolution which did not include a reference to persons with disabilities.

There can be no doubt that persons with disabilities are at particular risk in the current economic crisis and it is important that States pay special attention to the situation of persons with disabilities in the current situation. This is an obligation by each and every State, but it is obviously also an issue in which international cooperation plays an important role. The wording of article 32 of the CRPD was the result of the always difficult balance between the obligations of each State and the obvious role that international cooperation can play to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. The provisions of article 32 of the CRPD are especially relevant in the current context.
The IDA CRPD Forum, through all its member organisations has made a submission to this tenth session of the Human Rights Council. This submission includes a number of suggestions we are making for the Human Rights Council resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities to be adopted at this session. The full submission is attached to this statement, but let me just highlight our proposal to the Human Rights Council to request from the OHCHR to undertake a study on how States can comply with article 33 on national implementation and monitoring. The information we are receiving from our national members, shows that the implementation of article 33 is posing a special challenge.
Let me finish using the slogan that the International Disability Caucus (IDC) used throughout the negotiations of the CRPD: Nothing about us without us.
